
Public meetings planned to discuss Britain First march 


TOWN FACES NEW 
MOSQUE PROTEST 


Report by Andrew Turton 


AROUND 2,000 protestors will 
be coming to Dudley town 
centre in the second mosque 
protest within three months. 

Britain First has revealed plans to 
hold a demonstration in the town on 
May 9 — just two days after the Gen¬ 
eral Election — over plans for a new 
mosque on Hall Street. 

Protestors carrying flags and banners will be 
joined by a marching band. 

It will come just three months after the town 
was brought to a standstill following a demon¬ 
stration by the English Defence League and 
counter protest, which led to many shops clos¬ 
ing for the day. 

Britain First’s deputy leader Jayda Fransen 
said the group ‘mean business’ saying it will be 
a ‘good day’. 

“The issue that we are going to Dudley about 
is this mega mosque and is obviously an issue 
that affects everyone, not just the citizens of 
Dudley,” she said. 

“We have all seen the effect of that these 
mosques can have on a community and we 
are all aware what is being taught in these 
mosques. We are aware of the contents of the 
Qur’an.” 

Disruption 

Officials from Dudley Central Mosque and 
Dudley Muslim Association plan to speak to 
police about the march. 

Public meetings will be held with concerned 
traders and the community over potential dis¬ 
ruption. 

Britain First will follow in the footsteps of 
the English Defence League, which protested 
in the town earlier this year on the same issue. 

Britain First members plan to congregate on 
the Flood Street car park at 1pm on the day, 
according to plans posted by group leader Paul 
Golding. 

Chief Inspector Phil Dolby, from West Mid¬ 
lands Police, is helping to coordinate the polic¬ 
ing operation. 

Officers will be hosting a meeting for con¬ 
cerned traders and residents today (Thursday) 
from 6pm at Dudley Council House, in Priory 
Road. Another meeting will be held at the same 
venue on May 6. 

A force spokesman said: “We are continuing 
to make enquiries and speaking with the organ¬ 
isers to understand more about the proposed 
gathering. 

“We will be holding two community meet¬ 
ings. This will enable us to provide an update 
on the policing operation and answer any ques¬ 
tions you may have in relation to the event.” 


BOTTLE & GLASS GETS ITS OWN BEST BITTER BREW 



Stephen Hobbins outside the Bottle & Glass Inn at the Black Country Living Museum, with the new brew named after it 


FOR years visitors have been able to sit back 
and enjoy a pint in classic Black Country pub 
The Bottle & Glass Inn. 

But now drinkers can also sip an ale named 
in honour of the Black Country Living Muse¬ 
um’s popular watering hole — and proceeds 
will go towards the upkeep of the museum’s 
26-acre site on Tipton Road. 

The ale is brewed by Lye-based brewery 
Sadler’s and follows last year’s Peaky Blinder, 
a 4.6 per cent Black IP A, inspired by the BAF- 
TA-nominated series filmed at the museum. 

The new brew named after the pub is de¬ 


scribed as a ‘truly English golden best bitter’. 
All the hops used are grown less than 30 miles 
away in Worcestershire. 

The Bottle & Glass Inn, originally situated 
near Stourbridge, was built in the 1770s but 
it received its current name in 1840. It has be¬ 
come an iconic symbol of the museum where 
visitors can buy various local beers plus such 
traditional pub snacks as pork scratchings 
and cheese cobs. During the early 20th cen¬ 
tury, before its move to the museum, the inn 
was frequented by miners, glass cutters and 
boatmen. 


Nicola Rowe, retail and admissions man¬ 
ager at the museum, said: “We’re very excited 
to be able to introduce this wonderful, truly 
local ale. 

“Visitors will be able to enjoy it either on 
site in the pub that inspired it, or at home 
when purchased from our gift shop.” 

Ian King, sales director at Sadler’s Brew¬ 
ery, said: “We hope their visitors enjoy drink¬ 
ing it as much as we enjoyed making it.” 

Bottle & Glass Ale is available from the gift 
shop for £3.95. 


SCHOOL 

Support for £1.6m 
learning centre site 

A £1.6 million education centre for young 
people with learning difficulties has been 
backed by council planners. 

The new centre will be built on the site 
of the old Pensnett High School in Dudley. 

The scheme has been recommended 
for approval and, if given the go-ahead by 
councillors at a meeting on Monday, work 
will get under way this year. 

A £1m grant has been secured for the 
project, which includes demolishing build¬ 
ings on the site, including the main school 
building fronting Tiled House Lane. 


FESTIVITIES 

St George’s Day 
events announced 

THE programme for the borough’s St 
George’s Day celebrations has been 
announced. This year the focus will 
be on Halesowen where the entertain¬ 
ment will start at 10.30am on Saturday 
with Sedgley Morris Men and the Hale¬ 
sowen Scout Band. 

Maggie O’Hara will then lead a patri¬ 
otic sing-a-long in Somers Square and 
the Great Halesowen Bake Off contest 
will take place in the morning. There 
will be children’s fairground rides and 
craft activities. 


BUSINESS 

Jobs on the way as 
firm moves premises 

TEN jobs will be created at a manufactur¬ 
ing company that is moving from Hale¬ 
sowen to bigger premises in Kingswinford. 

RP Tooling makes injection-moulded 
components and prototypes for compa¬ 
nies in a wide range of industries. It is plan¬ 
ning to expand after moving into Building 
54 on the Pensnett Estate. 

It has signed a 10-year lease with Lon¬ 
don & Cambridge Properties, which owns 
and manages the 185-acre Pensnett busi¬ 
ness estate. The move gives RP Tooling 
more than three times the space and it 
plans to take on 10 members of staff. 
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who takes 
a sideways 
look at life 
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He always 
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hot topics 
head-on 



100 stray horses seized in round up 


A TOTAL of 100 stray horses have 
been rounded up from streets across 
the Black Country over the past 12 
months. 

In Sandwell borough 49 were seized 
from streets and fields, while in Dud¬ 
ley, 51 were taken away. It comes as 
a fresh crackdown is launched in 
Sandwell which could see owners 
fined up to £2,500 if their horses are 
found illegally grazing on open park¬ 
land and spaces in the borough. 

Anti-social behaviour laws have 
been introduced by Government 
aiming to tackle problems in com¬ 


munities. Councillors in the borough 
hope the legislation will help tackle 
the long standing issue of strays near 
homes and busy roads. They are keen 
to tackle the issue because of fears 
for the safety of residents and pass¬ 
ing motorists. 

Over the past 12 months, 46 were 
removed from roads in the Sandwell 
borough. Last month bailiffs were 
called to remove three horses grazing 
on land at Weddell Wynd in Princes 
End. There were also reports of an¬ 
imals being tethered at nearby Co- 
neygre Park. 


Councillor Joanne Hadley, who 
represents Great Bridge, is among 
those to welcome the use of new pow¬ 
ers. She said: “It is totally irresponsi¬ 
ble to have these horses on the land 
and I fear there could be a serious ac¬ 
cident if they get into the road.” 

Across the border in Dudley, 51 
were collected after police bailiffs re¬ 
sponded to calls about the animals. 

Areas plagued by stray horses have 
included Fens Pool nature reserve, 
Pensnett, and land around the Rus- 
sells Hall estate, Dudley. 

There have been many complaints 


about the animals on football pitches 
as well as planted and wooded areas 
being destroyed. 

Council chiefs spent almost 
£100,000 tackling horses grazing il¬ 
legally on Dudley parks and nature 
reserves last year. Dudley Council 
spokesman Phil Parker said: “We 
collected a total of 51 horses between 
April 2014 to present - 40 from the 
highway and 11 from public open 
spaces.” 

There are currently 127 people on 
the waiting list for grazing land in 
Dudley. Seized horses are rehomed. 


Council tax 
-authorities 
criticised 
over bailiffs 

BAILIFFS were used more than 20,000 
times to chase unpaid council tax in 
parts of the West Midlands in a single 
year. 

Six councils have revealed they re¬ 
ferred households to bailiffs 20,345 as 
they were in arrears. It has sparked 
criticism from campaigners who say all 
alternatives should be explored first. 

Councils have defended the use of 
bailiffs, claiming they never put ‘undue 
pressure’ on residents and ensure sup¬ 
port is offered. 

Walsall council chiefs called in bailiffs 
11,505 times, compared to 5,087 times in 
Wolverhampton. Cannock Chase Coun¬ 
cil sent out bailiffs 954 times, while they 
were used 911 in Stafford and 1,026 in 
South Staffordshire. It happened 862 
times in Wyre Forest. 

The figures were released after a Free¬ 
dom of Information request. 

But Sandwell Council revealed last 
year that by the end of June 10,905 ten¬ 
ants were in arrears, owing a total of 
£3.05 million. 

In February in Dudley the total owed 
by tenants in Dudley borough stood at 
£1.5m, with 60 being evicted from April 
to December last year. 

Critics argue councils could still col¬ 
lect the same amount of council tax 
without having to use bailiffs. Charity 
bosses also estimate more than 23,000 
families have fallen into council tax ar¬ 
rears in the last year in the Black Coun¬ 
try and Staffordshire. They claim the 
figures show families across the region 
are struggling to make ends meet. 

Legion counts cost 
after break-ln bid 

A ROYAL British Legion branch has 
been forced to shell out £600 to repair 
damage caused by burglars. 

Stourbridge Royal British Legion was 
hit during a series of early morning bur¬ 
glaries last week. 

Crooks did not mange to get into the 
premises in Enville Street but caused 
significant damage to a side door. 

Club secretary Phil Hackett said: 
“Fortunately there is a metal gate be¬ 
hind it that stopped them from getting 
in. But there was damage to the door 
and the plastering.” 

Blunts shoe shop and Desinz hair 
salon in Market Street and the Butter¬ 
fingers cafe were also raided. Two men, 
aged 19 and 21, have been arrested. 
They have been released on bail pending 
further inquiries. 

Jessie has a star 
role in hit musical 

A RISING star from Wall Heath will 
take on a lead role in the UK tour of 
Dirty Dancing, coming to Birmingham 
Hippodrome this month. Jessie Hart 
will star as Baby Houseman during 
the three-week run at the theatre. The 
22-year-old actress recently graduated. 


Man cheated pensioner 
to fund drug addiction 

A MEAN trickster who stole from 
an elderly woman he had known 
since childhood to fund his her¬ 
oin habit has been locked up for 
ten months. 

Mark Ashman struck after dis¬ 
tracting the 73-year-old during an 
unannounced visit to her Lower Gor- 
nal home, in the street where he had 
grown up and both his mother and 
grandmother still have homes. 

The 36-year-old conman warned the vic¬ 
tim to lock doors and windows because a 
man had been seen acting suspiciously in 
the area, Wolverhampton Crown Court was 
told. 

When left alone in the living room while 
she checked the kitchen, he stole £60 cash 
from her purse. 

Miss Cathlyn Orchard, prosecuting, said 
Ashman had left by the time the woman, 
who had just collected her weekly pension, 
realised what had happened. 

He was arrested soon after the November 
10 theft, the court heard, and the pensioner 
told police of her distress at being swindled 
by somebody she knew and trusted. 

Ashman’s life had spiralled out of control 
after he turned to hard drugs following the 
death of his father last year, said Mr Ste¬ 
phen Hamblett, defending. 

“He is ashamed at how this turned him 
into somebody he is not. Sadly this offence 
was a ruse to purchase drugs,” said Mr 
Hamblett 

Ashman, of High Street, Brierley Hill, 
who had no previous convictions, pleaded 
guilty to theft and was jailed by Judge Mi¬ 
chael Challinor, 

Mr Challinor said: “You knew that she 
lived alone and was a pensioner who was 
likely to have money. You abused your re¬ 
lationship with her, got into her house and 
distracted her. This kind of behaviour can 
ruin peoples’ lives. 

“She is elderly and fearful. People like 
that become prisoners in their own home 
because they are reluctant to allow genu¬ 
ine callers inside in case they fall victim to 
crime again. 

“The message must go out that people 
like you who are addicted to hard drugs and 
looking for money for their next fix must 
avoid targeting elderly people or they will 
go to jail.” 


Auction house was ready to jedi 



Chris Aston looks at Darth Vader’s face mask, one of the many Star Wars lots that sold in Dudley 


STAR Wars memorabilia has been 
snapped up during an auction 
where people could bid from a gal¬ 
axy far, far, away — or even Dudley. 

Aston’s Auctioneers, in Tower 
Street, Dudley, put thousands of 
items linked to hugely popular se¬ 
ries of sci-fi movies up for auction 
last week, attracting bids online 
from around the world. 

The collection had come from 
an individual living in the Milking 
Bank area of Dudley, who amassed 
his collection over ten years. 


Final totals from the auction 
were still being finalised, less auc¬ 
tion fees, but the collection could 
make tens of thousands of pounds. 

Chris Aston, managing director 
at Aston’s, said there had been 150 
and 160 lots in the auction, each 
containing hundreds of items. 

One of the most expensive in¬ 
dividual replicas was set to be the 
Boba Fett Blaster, at a guide price 
of between £400 and £600. The lot 
included signed plaques from the 
two actors who played Boba Fett 


in The Empire Strikes Back and 
Return of the Jedi, Jeremy Bulloch 
and Daniel Logan. 

Mr Aston added it was rare to 
find such a complete collection 
from the Black Country. “The ven¬ 
dor just decided it was time to get 
rid of it really. He felt it was the 
right time to do it.” 

He will use the money to carry 
out refurbishments to his home. 

Seventh part of the Star Wars 
saga, The Force Awakens, is to be 
released in cinemas in December. 


The Fireplace Studio of Sedgley 

Beautiful Marble Fireplaces from only £399 

GAS + ELECTRIC FIRES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 


N0W0N 

FIREPLACES FROM WORCESTER MARBLE, ELGIN & HALL, BE MODERN 

The Fireplace Studio 
Alderwood Precinct, Northway, 

Sedgley DY3 3QY 
(next to the Cabin Public House) 

01902 662796 


NEW OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10.00am-6.00pm 
Sat 10.00am-4.00pm 
Sun 11.00am-3.00pm 
Late night Thursday until 7.00pm 



Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


SEDGLEY 
TREE CARE 


Professional Tree Surgeon 
All aspects of tree work undertaken 

• TREE REMOVAL 

• CROWN REDUCTION 

• STUMP GRINDING 

• HEDGE TRIMMING 
ALL WASTE REMOVED 
NPTC QUALIFIED 

07746813358 or 
01384 214871 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 

Choose From a fantastic range! 

-Pleated -Venetians -Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings -Rollers -Shutters 

New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds and up to 
10 Year Guarantee on Shutters 
Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 01384 886162 and 07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


FOOTWI 

Chiropody 

D KS 

Clinic 

• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 

5 

r 201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE ’ 

k www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk _ 


Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet 1QQ1 • 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 































































New boss 
at zoo but 
questions 
unanswered 

A NEW boss has been appointed at 
Dudley Zoo following the retirement 
of Peter Suddock — as the council’s 
opposition leader calls for details sur¬ 
rounding his sudden departure to be 
made public. 

Derek Grove has been appointed as 
zoo director. He has worked at the zoo 
for 30 years and has progressed to the 
top from beginning as a junior keeper. 
The 52-year-old most recently served 
as a senior curator. 

It comes after Mr Suddock stepped 
down from his role as chief executive 
by ‘mutual agreement’ last week after 
22 years at the helm. This followed his 
suspension while an investigation was 
carried out into his conduct. The zoo 
says the inquiry has closed and that 
no further action will be taken. 

Mr Suddock’s wife Jill Hitchman 
also recently left her post as head of 
media at the attraction. 

Councillor Patrick Harley, who 
leads the opposition Conservative 
group in Dudley, said that as the zoo 
was partly funded by the public purse, 
people had a right to know why Mr 
Suddock had been suspended. He 
said: “I think the public have a right 
to know and should know.” 

Councillor Harley added: “Peter 
has served the zoo very well over 
the years. It is an extremely sad end 
to a distinguished career. He really 
dragged the zoo up into a 21st cen¬ 
tury attraction, it was decaying and 
numbers were in decline. Now the 
numbers are where we want to be for 
a Dudley tourist attraction.” 

■ Record numbers — see page 19 

Women hurt as 
car hits signal 

TWO pedestrians were injured in 
a road accident in Kingswinford in 
which a traffic light was brought 
crashing down. 

One woman was hit by a red Kia, 
while another was struck by the traf¬ 
fic signal which the car had crashed 
into. 

The crash happened in Kingswin¬ 
ford High Street shortly after 1pm 
on Friday when a woman aged in her 
70s was hit by the car and suffered leg 
injuries. 

The force of the impact brought a 
traffic light column down, striking 
a woman in her 60s and leaving her 
with facial injuries. Both women were 
taken to Russells Hall Hospital. 

A fire crew and paramedics at¬ 
tended the scene. 

Beer festival's 
boost for charities 

HUNDREDS enjoyed the annual 
Stourbridge Beer Festival, which 
raised money for children’s mental 
health charity, Young Minds, and the 
Royal Centre for Defence Medicine 
unit at Queen Elizabeth Hospital. 


College facing job cuts despite revamp 


UP to 250 jobs could be axed by a college which has 
campuses in the Black Country and Kidderminster 
under cost-cutting plans. 

Birmingham Metropolitan College says it is being 
forced to slash the number of posts due to a reduc¬ 
tion in funding. The news comes just weeks after 
the college officially unveiled a £5 million makeover 
of its Hagley Road site in Stourbridge with a new 
building offering centres of excellence for engineer¬ 
ing, health and social care and early years. 

The college, which runs sites in Stourbridge, 
Brierley Hill, Great Barr and Kidderminster, needs 
to reduce the workforce by between 200 and 250s. 
Bosses say they hope this can be done through vol¬ 
untary redundancy. 


It’s not yet known exactly how many posts will 
go at Stourbridge’s Hagley Road site, Brierley Hill’s 
Art and Design Centre and Advanced Technology 
Centre, Kidderminster Academy or the James Watt 
campus in Great Barr. 

Challenging 

Andrew Cleaves, principal and chief executive, 
said: “These are challenging times for the educa¬ 
tion sector and Birmingham Metropolitan College 
has not been unaffected. Government funding has 
reduced by a third in recent years and greater com¬ 
petition in the sector, combined with demographic 
factors, has put pressure on student numbers. 
These conditions have highlighted the need to focus 


on efficiency, by reducing costs where we can and 
improving the way we do things. 

“Like other further education colleges, we need 
to reduce our operating costs and ensure the college 
is on a firm financial footing from which to grow in 
the future. 

“We have informed staff that we need to reduce 
costs significantly, and regrettably, around 200 to 
250 positions across our colleges could be made re¬ 
dundant by the end of the academic year. We are 
hopeful that any redundancies will be achieved vol¬ 
untarily. 

“Current students will not be affected and we are 
also aiming to protect our course offering in the fu¬ 
ture.” 


Brolly gang robbers 
are put behind bars 



CCTV footage of the umbrella gang entering the Farm Foods store in Tipton in April last year 


A GANG of brolly-bearing robbers who 
raided 13 shops have been jailed for a 
total of 27 years. 

Ashleigh Evans, Marcus Morgan, Liam Bell and 
Trea Richardson used umbrellas to mask their 
entrance to shops in the Black Country. They got 
away with around £145,000 in cash, £2,200 worth 
of cigarettes and cars worth £30,000. 

The crime spree began at Staples in West Bro¬ 
mwich when the group, armed with hammers and 
screwdrivers, threatened staff into handing over 
money. They also used the manager’s Mercedes 
E200 as their getaway car. The next target was 
Farm Foods in Princes End, Tipton, on April 27 
last year. Entering the shop with umbrellas, they 
ordered staff to get on the floor, with one employee 
punched to the face. Cash was stolen. 

Brandishing 

On May 2 the foursome, brandishing golf clubs, 
stole cash from the tills of Towsure Products, Long 
Lane, Halesowen, before going on to target Subway 
in West Bromwich on the same day. 

Five days later they hit the Post Office on Lon¬ 
donderry Road, Oldbury. They used a stun gun to 
threaten staff into handing over cash. The next 
targets were Home Zone in Bearwood and Asda in 
Coseley. A large quantity of Cash and cigarettes 
were stolen from Asda in Netherton and three men 
approached staff waiting to get into PC World in 
Wednesbury, demanding to be let in. One employee 
was punched and others were told they would be 
shot if they did not give the location of the safe, 
though the gang left empty-handed. 

They got away with a large amount of cash fro- 
mAsda, in High Street, Dudley, before they entered 
Asda on New Road, Kidderminster, and threatened 
to shoot staff. They forced employees into a freezer 
before stealing money. 

On June 12, officers raided the homes of Evans, 
aged 26; Morgan, aged 21; Bell, aged 19 and Rich¬ 
ardson, aged 22. Phones found at the addresses 
of all four showed calls between them and placed 
them in the areas of the robberies. 

Richardson and Bell were arrested at the time, 
while Morgan went on the run for five months be¬ 
fore being detained in November. Evans was ar¬ 
rested on a flight back from Amsterdam, the pink 
umbrella captured on CCTV was in his luggage. 

Evans, of Vale Street, West Bromwich; Morgan, 
of Park Road, Tividale; Bell, of Belle Vue Road, 
Rowley Regis; and Richardson, of Grafton Road, 
Hands worth, all pleaded guilty to conspiracy to rob. 
Evans got 10 years; Bell was jailed for six years and 
six months; and Richardson received four years at 
earlier hearings. Morgan was jailed for seven years. 



Went on the run — Marcus Morgan, 21, of Tividale 



Teenaged raider — Liam Bell, 19, of Rowley Regis 
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Town in bloom 
plants are stolen 

AROUND £300 worth of plants have 
been stolen from a community gar¬ 
den to the dismay of volunteers who 
set up the gold-winning Halesowen 
In Bloom entry. About 60 plants have 
been stolen from the Fingerpost Gar¬ 
dens in Rumbow. 

The plants were part of a scheme by 
Dudley Council to improve the town 
for this year’s bid in the Britain in 
Bloom competition. Dudley Council’s 
acting strategic director John Millar 
said: “This will be reported to the 
police and work will be carried out in 
due course to replace the plants.” 

Brothers in art 
feature at display 

AN EXHIBITION featuring work by 
famous former Dudley Art School stu¬ 
dents has opened at the town’s muse¬ 
um and art gallery. 

The exhibition, Dudley Art School 
Revisited, focuses on the work of two 
former students, twin brothers Robin 
and Geoff Jennings, who went on to 
work as professional artists and tu¬ 
tors. The brothers were students 
during the Second World War. The 
display features work loaned by Janet 
Armstrong, niece-in-law of Geoff Arm¬ 
strong, and Barbara Jennings, Rob¬ 
ert’s widow. It runs until May 16. 

Lens firm enters 
administration 

ADMINISTRATORS have been called 
in to a lens manufacturer in Lye 
which has faced tough trading condi¬ 
tions. Oakhill Optical Laboratory Ltd 
employs 20 people in Pedmore Road. 

Administrators from FRP Advisory 
have been brought in to try to secure a 
buyer for the firm which has struggled 
during the past 12 months. 

They said the firm would continue 
to operate as normal while a buyer is 
sought and that no jobs would be axed 
while the company continues to trade. 

Partridges in a rare 
three join collection 

THREE roul roul partridges have 
added a splash of colour to Dudley 
Zoo’s bird collection. 

Senior bird keeper, Ben Vanes, 
collected the trio, one male and two 
females, from Bristol Zoo. They have 
joined four males and one female to 
form a new breeding group. 

Mr Vanes said: “They are settling 
in well.” 

They are found in the lowland rain¬ 
forests of Myanmar, Thailand, Mala- 
yasia, Sumatra and Borneo. 

Decontamination unit 

A DECONTAMINATION unit was set 
up at Russells Hall Hospital during 
maintenance work at a boiler room in 
one of the staff office buildings, Esk 
House. Paula Clark, chief executive 
of the Dudley Group NHS Hospital 
Trust, said: “The work posed no dan¬ 
ger to patients, staff or visitors.” 




* • FASCIAS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY l 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


r 0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 
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g WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take 
away old carpets 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 

Plus free fitting on selected ranges. 



DISABLED? 0AP? CAN'T GET OUT? 

or anyone who just needs extra help! 

Can’t come to us, we’ll come to YOU 

We will bring 100s of carpet samples 
and bed brochures to your door 


Divan 

Beds 

Single from £96 
Double from £160 




80/20 

Wool Twists 

from 

£8.99sq yd 


Quality Double 
Memory 
Foam bed 

RRP Was £899 

^ £299 


' • I Wiltons 

, j from only 

E8.99.J 


many instore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


JMckjuHtne for many groat prices - www.ablecarpets.co.uk 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est. 
Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 

PHON 


SUNDAYS 

10am-3pm 


0800 0883747 


COVERS 


ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley I 

01902 880541 


Terms & conditions apply 


| UUU lnn™™F UU j 

L CHOICE WINDOWS ~i 

gSaEBft&jHEBM 


YOUR REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS? 


We are a small family business established 
since 1990. With NO showrooms, 
salesmen or other costly overheads. 

We can offer very competitive prices on 

• uPVC replacement windows • Doors 

• Porches • Patio’s and Conservatories 


ONE WINDOW ORDERS WELCOME 

• High Security locking • Internal Glazing 
• No Deposit • 10 Year Guarantee 


FENSA 


on 


r-L CALL PHIL OR TIM 

01384 352535 
07973 114333 

www.choicewindowsdudley.co.uk 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER \m 
RHODES « 

A READER asks: “Why, if mineral wa¬ 
ter has been percolating through volcanic 
rocks for millions of years to achieve its 
level of purity, does my bottle have a sell- 
by date of November 15? 

SOME forecasters are predicting a long, 
hot summer. In all probability we will enter 
it with an unpopular government and inde¬ 
pendence fever on the rise in Scotland. Are 
the water cannon ready? 

TED Loveday hit the headlines for “lead¬ 
ing his team to victory” in this week’s final 
of University Challenge. True, he got a lot 
of questions right. But the Gonville and 
Caius team was captained not by Loveday 
but by the medical student Anthony Mart- 
inelli who gave a master class in captaincy. 
Throughout the series he held his team to¬ 
gether, sifted their opinions, decided who 
should answer, kept his nerve and applied 
some spectacular logic-crunching to some 
fiendishly hard questions. By all means ap¬ 
plaud the star, but never underestimate the 
value of leadership. 

OUR changing language. The Tory plan 
to allow housing-association tenants to 
buy their homes is hailed as a “revolution.” 
Or, as we used to say, a bribe. 

MIND you, it worked for Mrs Thatcher. 
She won power thanks to the support of 
Labour voters switching to Tory on the 
promise of buying their council houses 
at massive discounts. Thousands of fam¬ 
ilies snapped up their homes for less than 
£20,000 and are now sitting on property 
worth £200,000-plus. The snag? If you 
need long-term 
care at the end 
of your life, your 
assets will be 
confiscated by 
the proprietors 
of Mr Nasty’s 
Home for the 
Terminally Be¬ 
wildered while 
those tenants 
who resisted the urge to buy and 
have limited assets will be paid for by the 
State. 

ONE stern promise we can cheerfully 
disregard is this week’s suggestion that 
foreigners will be asked to produce iden¬ 
tification before getting NHS treatment. I 
doubt if there is an NHS doctor or nurse 
alive who would refuse to help someone 
in distress simply because they couldn’t 
produce a passport. 

A POLL reveals Britain is one of the least 
religious countries in the world. So does 
that make us a nation of wicked, immoral 
and selfish folk? Apparently not. A survey 
a couple of years ago by the World Giving 
Index revealed that Britain is the most gen¬ 
erous developed nation when it comes to 
giving to charity and helping strangers in 
distress. So we are godless and yet good. 
In fact, if you want to find an unhappy, un¬ 
caring, lawless, ignorant and impoverished 
country, try looking at the list of the ones 
where the holy men are in charge. 



Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


Perverted pensioner to get treatment 


A PENSIONER who downloaded 
thousands of images of children be¬ 
ing sexually abused has been spared 
jail so he can receive treatment. 

Police discovered the images on 
the computer equipment of 68-year- 
old David Evans when they raided 
his home in Vicarage Prospect, Dud¬ 
ley, on July 2. 

Officers made the disturbing find 
after checking the contents of three 


USB memory sticks, the same num¬ 
ber of laptops, a computer tower and 
an external hard drive that were 
taken from his house, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court heard. 

The swooped followed a tip-off, ex¬ 
plained Mr Neil Ahuja, prosecuting, 
who stressed there was no evidence 
of the defendant distributing the im¬ 
ages to others. 

Evans admitted six charges of mak¬ 


ing indecent images of children and 
pleaded guilty to a further offence of 
having extreme pornographic mate¬ 
rial. 

Judge Martin Walsh told him: 
“This is not a victimless crime. The 
images show real children being sub¬ 
jected to really gross abuse and it is 
people like you who feed the perni¬ 
cious trade of this foul material. 

“If I sent you into custody it would 


not be of sufficient length for you to 
take part in the sex offender preven¬ 
tion programme and the only way to 
enable the therapeutic services to 
work with you is through a commu¬ 
nity sentence.” 

Evans received a community order 
under supervision for three years on 
condition he attends the sex offender 
prevention programme. He must also 
pay £500 towards the costs. 


Move to relax rules 
over council debates 


By Andrew Turton 


COUNCILLORS will be giv¬ 
en free rein to speak out on 
controversial debates, un¬ 
der new proposals to hold 
open sessions free of polit¬ 
ical allegiances. 

Talks on issues such as the fu¬ 
ture of Dudley Hippodrome and 
the council’s role in the West 
Midlands Combined Authority 
could become free of the party 
whip under the plans. 

Proposals tabled by the UKIP 
group on Dudley Council would 
see three to four debates each year 
classed as ‘open’ sessions, where 
members would not be expected to 
comment or vote strictly along party 
lines. 

Currently there are restrictions 
on the length of time members can 
speak and on their opportunities to 
reply to questions in the chamber 
during full council meetings. 

Scrutiny 

But under the proposals, put for¬ 
ward by Councillor Dean Perks, who 
is standing for election as a parlia¬ 
mentary candidate in Halesowen 
and Rowley Regis, members would 
be free to reply on numerous occa¬ 
sions during the debates. 

Councillors moved the amended 
motion at the full council meeting 
last week. It will now be debated 
further within the council’s scrutiny 
committees before a final decision is 
made. 

Dudley’s UKIP group leader, 
Councillor Paul Brothwood, who is 
standing as a parliamentary candi¬ 
date for Dudley South, said: “As a 
group we wanted to open the council 
chamber to open debates that can be 
held three or four times a year. This 
will allow large topics to be fully de¬ 
bated and open to scrutiny. 

“The current system is restricted 
and we feel all 72 members should 
be able to have an input and not lim¬ 
ited on the amount of time they can 
speak. “In addition we believe the 
right to reply, which is currently 
missing, is fundamental in helping 
a debate move forward.” 



Heartfelt inspiration for marathon 


Mother-of-two Linda Harper, aged 39, of Brierley Hill, has been in training for the London Marathon this Sunday 


RUNNER Linda Harper is ready to take on her tough¬ 
est challenge yet as she laces up her trainers for this 
Sunday’s London Marathon. 

For the 39-year-old from Brierley Hill will be taking 
to the streets of the capital on April 26 in aid of charity 
Action Heart, which is helping to fight heart disease, 
after her father William Dunn and father-in-law Gra¬ 
ham Harper both suffered heart attacks. 

The mother-of-two said: “Action Heart has been really 
important because I have family members who have ac¬ 
tually used them. My father-in-law went to the Action 
Heart gym after his heart attack. The charity has helped 
to make sure the heart attacks do not happen again and 
both men are in good health now.” 


The 26-mile challenge will be the first time Mrs 
Harper has completed a full marathon, though she has 
run a 20-mile course in training. 

She has done three half marathons, including the 
Birmingham and Great North Runs and the Coventry 
Half Marathon. She raised £1,100 for Cancer Research 
UK from the Birmingham run and £890 for the British 
Heart Foundation from the Great North Run. 

The 39-year-old teacher at ACE Academy in Tipton 
will be joined for the gruelling course by her friend 
Sarah Hunter-Coley, aged 34, who she met while run¬ 
ning for Dudley Kingswinford Running Club, adding 
that she could not even ‘run up a set of stairs’ before 
she joined the club. 


Revamp for 
empty shop 
after years 
as eyesore 

AN empty shop in Wordsley will be ti¬ 
died up by its owner following a com¬ 
munity campaign. 

Dudley Council has spoken to the 
owners of the old shop in Lawnswood 
Road after complaints. 

Ward Councillor Paul Brothwood 
contacted the council after residents 
raised concerns about the shop. Work 
to revamp the shop is now under way. 

Councillor Brothwood said: “I have 
been working on this since November 
and it gives me great pleasure to see 
regeneration taking place. 

“I believe this shop has been der¬ 
elict for decades and had become an 
eyesore. 

“I think this is further evidence 
that with hard working local council¬ 
lors real improvements can be made. 
The owner has already installed new 
windows and a door. I look forward to 
seeing the finished project and hope to 
see a new business venture take home 
there in the near future.” 

Dudley Council director John Mil¬ 
lar added: “The council’s planning 
enforcement team have been liaising 
with the owners of the property and 
the works required to bring the prop¬ 
erty up to the required standard were 
identified. 

“The owner agreed to undertake 
these works, which meant serving a 
formal enforcement notice was not 
necessary. 

“The works included the removal of 
the boarding and fly posting and the 
replacement of the door and the win¬ 
dows and re-painting work.” 

Going back to the 
1960s in musical 

A VILLAGE’S theatre company is 
preparing to stage its own version of 
the West End musical and hit film 
Hairspray next month. 

Kinver Light Operatic Society will 
is showcasing their production of the 
musical set in 1960s America at Edge- 
cliff High School, in Kinver, between 
May 11 and 16. 

Performances start at 7.30pm each 
night at the school, in Enville Road, 
with an additional 2.30pm matinee on 
May 16. 

Tickets are priced at £11 for adults 
and £9 concessions with tickets £13 on 
Friday and Saturday. 

To book call Jean Mills on (01384) 
836963 or 07828650377 or email 
peter.twankey@blueyonder.co.uk 

Visit www.klos.co.uk for further 
details. 


Wine festival to be 
hosted by cricket club 

A BLACK Country cricket club is 
holding its first wine festival. 

The event is being held at Lye 
Cricket Club’s ground in Stourbridge 
Road on May 15 from 6pm. The club 
will also hosts the Black Country Beer 
Festival in August. 




County Groundforce 
Landscaping and 
Driveway Contractors 

7^] Experts 
at your 




Before After 

EDMP Roofing System 
Single Garage from £895 all inc 
Reboarded with 18 mm smart ply. 
Further reductions on larger areas plus 
25 years guarantee. 

www.rubbertechroofing.com 


Enquiries and Free Quotes 

0800 696 5408 
07775 519417 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 
MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR FABRICS & 
GENEROUS SIZE RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 


contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


I & 2 Purdy Road, Bilston WVI4 8UB 
Telephone: 01902 267172 or 07446072995 
Email: countygroundforce@gmail.com 
Website: www.countygroundforce.co.uk 


iwadferca 


Chcou 


There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Wil 

Only £ 75.00 plus VAT] 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £80.00 plus Vi 

A home visit at a convenient timJ 

For information and appointment mil 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardi^hif^Tn 

Members of the 

Goodwills 


WE SPECIALISE IN: 


• Block Paving and 
Tarmac Driveways 

•Fencing 
•Railway Sleepers 

• Patios 
•Turf Laying 


•Earth Moving 
•Slabs & Stepping Stones 
•Retainers 
•Decking 
•Water Features 
& much more 
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BLINDS 

DUDLEY - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


BEST DEAL! OAQ 

3 child safe M 
verticals O&l/ \J 
one per household offer 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 
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Charity is 
offering a 
venue for 
meetings 

A CHARITABLE organisation in the 
Black Country is offering free confer¬ 
ence and meeting facilities to charity 
groups. 

Dudley Disabled Learning Activi¬ 
ties and Advice Centre (DDLAAC) has 
rooms at Cable Plaza, at The Water¬ 
front, Brierley Hill. 

It is holding an open day on Thurs¬ 
day, April 30, from 11am to 3pm for 
charities and other groups to see the 
facilities that are available. 

A regular Monday pensioners’ club 
will also starting this week that will 
enable people to go along and meet 
for a chat and also have a three-course 
dinner including a drink for £3.99. 

DDLAAC trustee chairman Steve 
Daniels said: “We have a wide range 
of rooms, from small offices for one- 
to-one training right up to spaces that 
can cater for up to 700 delegates, all 
with disabled access. 

Encourage 

“We are keen to encourage local 
groups to take advantage of our venue 
which has a beautiful setting over¬ 
looking the basin on the Waterfront.” 

DDLAAC was set up 18 months 
ago with National Lottery funding 
and is now supported byshopping 
giant intu Merry Hill, as well as being 
self-funded by renting out space to 
organisations such as the NHS and 
Ambulance Service. It has been at its 
present location since October. 

Those who want to attend the open 
day can e-mail Mr Daniels at steve- 
daniels23@yahoo.com or call 07879 
541080. 


Thousands ready 
to hit the trail 

PREPARATIONS are being made for 
walkers from across the country to 
join The Dudley Borough Trail. 

The event attracts more than 2,000 
people every year and will take place 
on May 3. Organisers say it is set to 
be bigger than before with walks of 
six, nine, 12, 18 and 26 miles on offer 
with routes uncovering the industrial 
heritage of the borough. 

All walks start at Dudley Leisure 
Centre at designated times between 
8am and noon. The event is part of 
the let’s get walking festival, from 
April 25 to May 3. Deborah Harkins, 
Dudley Council’s chief officer for 
health and wellbeing, said: “Research 
shows that walking is really good for 
us and gives us chance to appreciate 
our beautiful green spaces.” 

Learning about 
the online world 

FREE taster sessions are being of¬ 
fered at libraries across Dudley bor¬ 
ough this week to help introduce 
older people to computers and the in¬ 
ternet as part of a national campaign, 
Spring Online week. 


Faulty brakes led to crash tragedy 



Van driver Ajay Sagar 


A DELIVERY driver killed in a crash with a 
police car at a crossroads was driving a van 
with faulty brakes, an inquest heard. 

Ajay Sagar became trapped under his 
Mercedes Sprinter after he was thrown 
from the van on impact with the marked 
Ford S Max in Coseley. 

The 29-year-old, of Ryddon Square, Hill 
Top, West Bromwich, died at the scene. 

An investigation found defects on the 
van’s brakes, which experts said were a 
major contributory factor to the crash. It 
is also believed Mr Sagar was not wearing 
a seat belt. 

The officer driving the police car, Pc 


Dean Meese, told an inquest at Smethwick 
Council House that he was returning home 
at around 11am on October 21 on Central 
Drive, approaching the crossroads where 
Bridge Street meets Martin Street. He be¬ 
came aware of the white van driven by Mr 
Agar, coming from Bridge Street. 

Pc Meese said he did not stop immedi¬ 
ately as he had right of way. Seeing the van 
was not slowing, the officer braked hard but 
was unable to avoid the collision. 

Investigators said they did not believe 
Mr Sagar was speeding as a GPS tracker 
showed he was travelling at 22mph mo¬ 
ments before the crash and there was no 


evidence of speeding at any point. The in¬ 
vestigation found Pc Meese had been trav¬ 
elling within the speed limit. 

Pc Meese, who was not badly hurt, told 
the inquest: “I resigned myself to the fact I 
was probably going to die.” 

He described seeing the van ‘cartwheel¬ 
ing’ down the street after hitting his car. 

Mr Sagar was a driver for West Brom¬ 
wich firm Munchies, delivering sandwiches. 
His wife Sheweta Sagar described him as a 
‘really good man’ who loved his job. 

Senior Black Country coroner Zafar Sad- 
dique recorded a verdict of death by road 
traffic collision. 


Homes vision for old 
hospital is revealed 


IT WAS a Victorian hospital which 
served a Black Country town for more 
than 150 years. 

Long-awaited plans have been unveiled to 
redevelop the former Guest Hospital in Dud¬ 
ley, creating 157 new homes. 

Wates Living Space will keep some of the hospi¬ 
tal buildings for apartments but demolish the rest 
for a housing estate at the site off Tipton Road, 
under its proposal. 

The homes, opposite the Black Country Living 
Museum, would include a total of 39 Dudley Coun¬ 
cil-owned properties. The rest would be privately 
sold. 

Last week the first images of what the housing 
estate will look like were revealed at a public con¬ 
sultation held by the developer at the Dudley Ar¬ 
chives and Local History Centre. It comes ahead of 
a planning application to be submitted to Dudley 
Council. 

Bosses at Wates Living Space have warned there 
could be a further delay before work starts due to 
mine shafts that have to be located and filled. 

The scheme has already been hit by delays. Seven 
years ago the hospital was taken off the hands of 
the NHS by the Homes and Communities Agency 
for homes. Four years ago Wates Living Space was 
appointed developer but mine shafts and limestone 
works have forced changes to the project. 

The hospital closed more than a decade ago after 
most departments moved to Russells Hall Hospital. 
It had been built by the Earl of Dudley in 1849 for 
injured miners, before chainmaker Joseph Guest 
turned it into a hospital. 

Impressed 

Dudley Council housing chief Ron Simms said 
he was impressed by the plans. “I think it is a tre¬ 
mendous scheme that will be of enormous value to 
Dudley,” he said. “It will help us meet affordable 
housing needs in the borough. 

“It is very much in line with Government views 
on brownfield sites. By developing brownfield we 
are protecting green belt and that has got to be 
good for everybody.” 

A large mound has had to be incorporated into 
the plans to block noise from the development site 
to neighbouring homes. 

The company initially wanted to build more 
homes at the site but were unlikely to get the back¬ 
ing of planning chiefs without including a ‘noise 
bund’ - a barrier to block traffic noise. 

The developer says the proposal will retain and 
refurbish elements of the Victorian hospital, in¬ 
cluding the porter’s lodge. 



Blueprint — one of the artist’s impressions of new housing development at the Dudley Guest Hospital site 



NEWS IN BRIEF 

Big Switch to 
cut energy bills 

MORE than 500 people have saved an 
average of £300 each on energy bills 
in a scheme run by Dudley Council. 

Residents are being urged to sign up 
to Dudley Council’s Big Switch to save 
cash on home energy bills. Part of a 
national initiative, the scheme sees 
local authorities across the country 
target the best price by making a col¬ 
lective bid to energy companies. 

The last auction took place in Feb¬ 
ruary and more than 500 Dudley resi¬ 
dents registered. Other residents need 
to sign up by May 28 for the next bid. 
See www.dudley.gov.uk/bigswitch 

Housing protect at 
former care home 

A DEAL to transfer a site for new 
council homes in Dudley has been giv¬ 
en the go-ahead. 

Work to convert the former care 
home Areal Lodge in Sedgley will 
begin in June. The building will be 
the site of eight bungalows and six 
apartments. The care home closed 
seven years ago, when more than 40 
residents had to move out. 

Councillor Rachel Harris said: “The 
property has been for sale on the open 
market for some time and the council 
has now decided to use Areal Lodge as 
a new-build housing scheme.” 

Cannabis plants 
are found in raid 

HUNDREDS of cannabis plants, 
worth thousands of pounds, were 
discovered in a raid at an industrial 
estate in Halesowen. 

Around 600 of the plants were 
found at the building in Hereward 
Rise. Police say the haul is estimated 
to be worth around £300,000. 

Businesses in the building were af¬ 
fected when police cut the power. 

Nearby office workers were shocked 
to learn cannabis was being grown in 
their building. 

Health check ups at 
Rotary's roadshows 

FREE health checks will be on offer 
at a series of roadshows in the region 
organised by Rotary Clubs to raise 
awareness of stroke and coronary 
heart disease. 

The Sedgley and Wombourne club 
will hold its event on May 8 at Sains- 
burys in Wombourne from 10am to 
4pm. 

Then, on May 22, the Rotary Club of 
Dudley will be holding its event at the 
Tesco supermarket near Burnt Tree 
island from 10am to 4pm. 

Firm's computer gift 

A BUSINESS has donated more than 
£2,300 for a Black Country school to 
buy 12 Chromebooks for English stu¬ 
dents 

Manufacturer Dart Products Lim¬ 
ited, in Cradley Heath, presented the 
cash to Ormiston Forge Academy in 
the town. 


KINGSWINFORD 


GARDENING & LANDSCAPING 

YOUR LOCAL DESIGN/ LANDSCAPING/GARDENING SERVICE 

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR 
ff AGAIN, LAWNS TO TRIM 
AND BORDERS TO TIDY! 


IS IT A JOB YOU REALLY ENJOY 
OR HAVE THE TIME TO DO? 



IF NOT CALL CHRIS FOR A PROMPT AND RELIABLE 
SERVICE WHY NOT LET US MANAGE ALL OF YOUR 

LANDSCAPING AND GARDENING 
REQUIREMENTS INCLUDING:- 

• FENCING PANELS • PATIO SLABS 

• DECKING • BLOCK PAVING • PERGOLAS 

• BRICK WORK • CULTIVATED TURF 
PLUS GENERAL GARDENING REQUIREMENTS 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
AND NO JOB TOO SMALL 

01384 835599 / 
07973 431398 


Tarmac and block paving. 
Quality service. 

All styles of pavings, 
pathways and drives. 

All aspects of garden work 
also undertaken 

Call Simon 
01902 267670 
or 0800 4748525 

For your FREE quotation 
today or visit us at 
www.sandqdriveways.co.uk 




iMemleiBnoIre 


REPAIR • UNLOCK • 


& laptop! 

* iPhone 4,5 and iPad repairs carried 
out by a fully qualified iTechnician 
Fast, eificient and reliable 
same-day service 


Talk n Talk Mobiles 

|^e Repair Centre^. 


81 Great Bridge, Tipton DY4 7AY 

Tel: 07825 414759 


• RE PAI 


• UNLOCK • 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


It’s time we 
made more 
of our own 
rich history 

PHONICS. Why don’t we spell that the 
way we pronounce it? 

□□□□□ 

HAVING just returned from a few days 
in Normandy, one thing that struck me 
was the innovative ways they have of 
making the most out of their historic 
buildings and places. 

Probably the most spectacular attrac¬ 
tion was the four-storey, cylindrical pho¬ 
tographic panorama at Rouen, which re¬ 
ally makes you feel like you are standing 
in the middle of 4th-century Rome. 

Now imagine if we had such a thing 
in the Black Country, depicting what the 
area would have looked like 1,000 years 
ago. Thousands would flock to it from all 
over the Midlands. Of course, that would 
require some serious money, but there 
are other, simpler and cheaper options. 

In the grounds of a Norman Castle, 
there were several binocular-like devices 
pointing at the building, allowing people 
to see how it would have looked in the 
Middle Ages. The Black Country has a 
rich and fascinating history and some su¬ 
perb attractions. There is so much more 
we could do with a little imagination. 
□□□□□ 

BACK in 1997, in a rush of patriotic 
fervour, I bought a Rover 800 car. It was 
a gesture I very quickly lived to regret as 
the thing seemed to spend most of the 
next two years stuck on the ramp in the 
garage. 

Sticking valves, blown head gaskets 
and a big appetite for catalytic con¬ 
verters, patience finally snapped when 
it ground to a standstill in a big puff of 
smoke on my way to work. 

Churning out cars like that, it’s not hard 
to see why Rover production ground to 
an abrupt halt 10 years ago. That said, 
it is hard not to feel sad at the loss of a 
great British institution, particularly as 
we no longer have any genuinely Brit¬ 
ish-owned car manufacturers. 

Some people may remember a chap 
called Jon Moulton, a venture capitalist 
from Stoke, who tried to buy Rover five 
years before its collapse. His plans, to 
reduce the workforce by two thirds and 
turn the group into a smaller producer of 
niche cars sparked howls of protest. Not 
to mention the usual noisy demonstra¬ 
tions from the sort of people who would 
protest against fresh air if they had a ban¬ 
ner handy. 

The protesters won the day, Moulton 
threw in the towel, and along came the 
Phoenix Four with bold promises about 
keeping mass production at Longbridge 
by churning out vast volumes of the same 
old products that nobody liked. Look¬ 
ing back, Rover’s demise was inevitable 
once the Phoenix Four took over. But 10 
years on, Moulton still insists he could 
have saved Longbridge. I have no idea 
whether that is true, but he couldn’t have 
done much worse, could he? 



A shot by club membet Sue Taylor called Nuthatch 



Brian Dean’s photograph called Waiting for Service 



The Waterfront by Eric Buchan, taken at Brierley Hill 


A snapshot of keen 
photographers’ work 


A photography group has 
put its work in the frame 
at Himley Hall. RICHARD 
GUTTRIDGE takes a look 


FROM classic cars to wildlife 
and famous buildings - the 
work of amateur snappers is in 
the frame at Himley Hall. 

The talents of Stourbridge Photo¬ 
graphic Society will be on display for 
all to see for the next four months. 

Dozens of people attended the historic 
hall for the opening of the club’s larg- 
est-ever exhibition, which is being staged 
until September. 

A total of 172 images are available to 
view with all club members making a con¬ 
tribution towards the exhibition - from 
the more experienced to beginners. 

Club secretary John Bissell said: “It is 
a selection of everybody’s prints from the 
club, right from beginners, so it caters for 
everybody.” 

For Mr Bissell, aged 74, from Wollas- 
cote, Stourbridge, the launch of the exhi¬ 
bition is a proud moment. 

Amazing 

He has been part of the Stourbridge 
Photographic Society for more than 40 
years and has seen its membership stead¬ 
ily grow. There are now round 60 mem¬ 
bers. 

Mr Bissell said: “We had an exhibition 
previously at Himley but that was only 
for about a month. To have one for five 
months is absolutely amazing. 

“We might change the pictures half 
way through. The photos have been in 
competitions and exhibitions before. 

“There are portraits, landscapes, still 
life, you name it. We just want as many 
people as possible to come and see them.” 

Mr Bissell is also hopeful some of the 
observers coming into the hall might be 
tempted to pick up the camera them- 



Club secretary John Bissell and member Abigail Brittany Garvey take in the show 


selves. He said: “People who come along 
to exhibitions say ‘I could never do that’ 
but they can because I have. If people 
have an interest in photos it gives them 
another outlet.” 

Mr Bissell has a clear favourite among 
those on display. He said: “It’s a black 
and white picture of Tuscany which was 
done by Heather Woodhams, our former 
president. 

“It’s got the rolling fields of Tuscany 
and buildings in the background. In 
terms of landscape it’s absolutely per¬ 


fect.” The society is nearing its centenary 
having been formed in 1917. It was based 
in Lye for much of its existence, but mem¬ 
bers now meet at the Bonded Warehouse 
in Canal Street, Stourbridge. 

Mr Bissell said: “We pride ourselves 
on being a friendly club, catering for all, 
welcoming everyone with an interest in 
photography, whatever their skill or pho¬ 
tographic discipline. 

“It’s a club where everyone is welcome 
and are encouraged to enjoy their pho¬ 
tography, in whatever way they wish.” 



Black Country Basin, taken by David Allen 



Keith Leatham’s ‘Per Nubes’ (Through Clouds) 



“Tulips” by Martin Bruntnell is on display 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 


It’s been a crazy few months for 
Cloudy2Clear Windows. The 
company which specialises in 
repairing windows which are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
by replacing the panes - not the 
frames has grown rapidly as 
homeowners take advantage of 
their services. 

Managing Director Brian 
Stanley feels that it’s all about 
service. ‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is misted 
up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of frame, and 
with a new 5 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving people 


money, although that obviously 
helps. Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year and I 
honestly feel that during the good 
times a minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care as much as 
they should have done. 

We make sure we turn up when 
we say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave then- 
house as clean as a whistle. I often 
get comments back from customers 
on how they really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, in a way, is 
very sad for the service industry as 
a whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
Wolverhampton and the surrounding 


area and Brian is finding that his 
approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not 
just the personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good job but 
also it makes good business sense. 
I get a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of people 


I’ve done work for, which just 
goes to show how much a little bit 
of effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118 and 
he’ll be happy to help! 


^ 0*0r> 41 
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STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don’t replace the Frames... just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

5 Year Manufacturers Guarantee 

Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21 118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


...we make saving money perfectly clear... 


nrr y clear 
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Chance meeting with modest wolves 
legend Knowles really made our day 


I TOOK my grandson Tyler to Wolver¬ 
hampton. We travelled by bus, it had to 
be a double decker, sitting right at the 
front. Children go everywhere by car 
so a bus journey is a treat. 

Arriving I had to inquire the way to 
the Wolves shop. Out of all the people 
in Wolverhampton the person was for¬ 
mer Wolves star Peter Knowles. 

He asked us a few questions about 


Wolves but didn’t reveal his identity 
straight away. 

I can remember what a good player 
he was and how disappointed fans were 
when he retired at an early age, 24, to 
be a Jehovah’s Witness. 

He shook our hands, had Tyler’s ad¬ 
dress, saying he would put something 
in the post. 

A few days later he called at their 


house, gave Tyler a framed football 
programme of September 3, 1969 of 
the Wolves v Spurs replay, in the Foot¬ 
ball League Cup of Cyril Knowles and 
Peter shaking hands. My son didn’t 
realise who it was until he drove off. 

We would all like to thank Peter for 
kindness. 

P CHUTER 
Stourbridge 


Manor Way 
has to be 
made safer 

I SAW the article re the 
need for a crossing on Man¬ 
or Way (A456) by Halesow¬ 
en Athletic and Cycling 
club. I believe the article is 
very well merited. The exit 
to the club is always worry¬ 
ing as visibility is not good 
due to the bend in the road 
and speeds are high. 

There are a lot of young 
people leaving the club, 
either running or cycling, 
who are at risk. Some peo¬ 
ple take it upon themselves 
to cross over the barriers, 
which makes me shudder. 

The alternatives are not 
great, crossing or going 
round the roundabout 
(where vehicles enter at 
high speed) to the left of the 
entrance. Otherwise it is a 
fair distance to the lights by 
the Black Horse. Anything 
that can be done to make 
this section safer is wel¬ 
comed and I thank you and 
Hugh Porter for highlight¬ 
ing the issue so succinctly 
and hope it picks up some 
momentum for change. 

S DIGHTON 

Smethwick 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Town centre revamp 
is a complete mess 

FURTHER to the letter from L Sheldon, how I agree with 
his observation regarding the placing of the Duncan Ed¬ 
wards statue. Together with my husband and two friends 
we were returning home from the Red Cone Museum and 
decided to detour to look around Dudley town centre. It 
had been years since either of us had been to Dudley. We 
agreed we wish we hadn’t bothered. 

Duncan’s statue stands out like a sore thumb, in the 
middle of the new pedestrianised area. A masterpiece in 
itself, it deserves to be positioned in an appropriate spot 
where it can receive some respect. There sat people around 
the plinth, happily eating their takeaway food, blissfully 
unaware of the icon positioned above them. Then to top it 
all, there was an article a couple of days later that the mul¬ 
ti-million town centre scheme has received high acclaim. 

In our view it’s as completely out of character with the 
surrounding buildings and is a complete mess. The only 
redeeming fact is that the fountain is being returned to its 
original place, give or take a few yards. Even that will look 
odd - the stately fountain at one end in stark contrast to 
Duncan’s colourful statue at the other. 

P POOLE 
Willenhall 


Astonished 
by police 
decision 

AS a retired police officer, 
who after 30 years left in 
1998, I am astonished at 
some of the decisions the 
modern police force have 
adopted in dealing with the 
detection and prevention of 
crime. 

I refer to the news item 
relating to a thief in opera¬ 
tion caught on CCTV (note 
I use the word thief and not 
shoplifter), the answer from 
the police being that they 
would attend some days 
later. I cannot imagine sen¬ 
ior police officers in my day 
allowing that response. 

I always try to defend the 
police service but, in recent 
years their decision to issue 
a crime number, downgrade 
a crime, or come up with the 
classification of ‘not a police 
matter’ without attending 
the scene is beyond me. No 
wonder there is very little 
support for basic policing. 

I was part of the best po¬ 
lice force in the world but 
I am afraid that position is 
quickly disappearing. 

J EVANS 
Stourbridge 


UPVC WINDOWS • FLAT ROOFING SOLUTIONS 
• DOORS • CONSERVATORIES • ORANGERIES 


BRINGING THE OUTSIDE IN 
THIS SPRING AND SUMMER 




« Proud to be one of the longest established 
window and conservatory installers in the West Midlands 


So why not come and visit us today and view some of our 
new exciting products within our showroom. 


* 


a o 8A 


to 
to 

Home Improvements Ltd 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

CALL EMMA DE ROSA ON 01902 326900 

UNITS 1-4 PLANKS LANE, WOMBOURNE WV5 8EB 

www.derosaglass.co.uk 





Open Weekdays 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday 9am to 4pm 
Sunday Closed 


decision 


Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries, 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 


RYDALE 


^ No deposits c 
stage payments, you 
only pay when the- 
^ installation has 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON MAY INSTALLATIONS 

^ Every window and conservatory is custom made 
* j0 ^ to the most rigorous quality standards you ^ — 

will find in the industry 

No other company in the 




area has more experience and 
know how than Rydale, and 


that’s why we have been in 
business for t 


Supplied & 
Fitted...across 
the Midlands 


more than 
30 years. 


QLTlM'ASl 


CUBIT* 


Visit one of 
the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
rshrowrooms 
in the UKm 


jll 


quest 
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STAIRLIFTS straight & curved 


Y FREE! Home survey 
& fitting on all stairlifts 

Y All work carried 
out by fully qualified 
engineers 


44 We will beat any genuine quote 99 


YA wide range of new & used Y On site workshop 
mobility scooters available v R|se & Rec|iner chajrs 

Part exchange welcome Wheelchairs & daily living 

aids in stock 



Museum hosts back 
to past celebrity show 



The celebrities — Alistair McGowan, Tyger Drew-Honey, Miquita Oliver, Ann Widdecombe, Zoe Lucker and Colin Jackson 


Straits Mobility Services Ltd 

SALES HIRE SERVICE REPAIR 

FREE PARKING 


Come and visit our large Showroom at: _ 

3 Middlepark Road, Russells Hall Estate, Dudley DY1 2LW ^ 

Open Mon-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm Sat 9.30am - 12.30pm Closed Sunday lilffilifil 

Tel: 01384 356 356 www.straitsmobilityservices.co.uk □ □ 


FAMOUS faces are ditching 
the celebrity lifestyle to get 
mucky at the Black Country 
Living Museum. 

Former Tory MP Ann Widdecombe, 
impressionist and actor Alistair Mc¬ 
Gowan and athlete Colin Jackson 
are among the celebs going back in 
time for the BBC show 24 Hours in 
the Past. Others include actress Zoe 
Lucker, Outnumbered’s Tyger Drew 
Honey and Popworld presenter Mi¬ 
quita Oliver. Fi Glover and historian 
Ruth Goodman present the show 
which airs at 8pm on BBC One from 
Tuesday, April 28. 


The museum, which has also been 
used for filming dramas like Peaky 
Blinders and Arthur And George, is 
the venue for the first episode of the 
four-part series. Six celebrities are 
taken back to Victorian Britain. 

Museum director of communica¬ 
tions, Laura Wakelin, said the show 
was unlike any other they have hosted. 

“Not only was it filmed in real time 
over a 24 hour period - meaning there 
was no opportunity for re-takes and 
the celebrities bedded down on the 
floor of one of our 19th century cot¬ 
tages — but they literally turned our 
usually well-presented coal yard into a 
dump,” she said. 


* 5 ? 
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Ex-MP Ann Widdecombe makes a point 



4PC RATTAN 
EFFECT GARDEN 
FURNITURE SET 
INCLUDING 
GLASS TOP 
TABLE 


£4.99! 





£5.99 

BUY ONE 


99p! Jr* G pgJ[ £9.99! I 


KINGAVON16” 
OSCILLATING 
PEDESTAL FAN 


6PC PATIO SET 

4 CHAIRS/GLASS TOP 
ROUNDTABLE/PARASOL 




£49.99! Jl 


£179.99! 




^ BIRMINGHAM 

New Canal Street, Digbeth B5 5PL 

0121 643 2822 Y 


HUGE RANGE OF GARDENING AND 
GARDEN FURNITURE IN STORE NOW! 


^ BILSTON 

Loxdale Street, Wolverhampton WV14 OTP 

01902 408 555 


Prices include VAT and are subject to availability. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. *Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. *Offers available in store only. *Promotions not valid on www.latifs.co.uk 

*NOT QUITE PERFECT Terms and Conditions Apply - see in store for details 



































































We won't sell out| 

to the SNP — Ed 


DANIEL 
WAINWRIGHT 



THERE’S a long-standing 
gripe with politicians that 
they never answer a ques¬ 
tion. Ed Balls is the opposite. 

You can’t shut the shadow chan¬ 
cellor up. I’ve often wondered why 
he’s considered by his critics to be 
such a liability for Labour. 

To his credit he answered something 
that Ed Miliband has so far failed to 
adequately address - the prospect of 
selling out England to the SNP. 

The Labour leader is adamant there 
will be no Scottish Nationalist minis¬ 
ters in his cabinet. But a lot of people 
still want to know what concessions 
he would make to the SNP in order 
to keep him in power for five years, 
despite his protests in the recent tel¬ 
evised debates. 

Assurance 

It might lock the Tories out of Num¬ 
ber 10. But it would be electoral su¬ 
icide for Labour. So when, on a visit 
to Wolverhampton, Ed Balls gave an 
‘unequivocal’ assurance that Labour 
would not allow the West Midlands 
to be disadvantaged, it sounded as 
though the nettle was being grasped. 

He said: “There is absolutely no pos¬ 
sibility of any vote being put to Par¬ 
liament or any measure in a Labour 
budget which would in any way dis¬ 
advantage the West Midlands or any 
other part of England because that’s 
what the SNP demand. No way. Un¬ 
equivocal. I’m not going to do it and 
Labour isn’t going to do it. 

“We’ve been very clear we won’t 
have a coalition with the SNP. They 
can’t stand up for the interests of peo- 


n 


) 



Ed Balls - not short on answers William Hague out campaigning 


pie in England because they want to 
break up the United Kingdom. We’re 
going to put a vote to Parliament to 
abolish the Bedroom Tax. I want a 
Labour majority to get that through. 

That’s 162 words there that could 
well make an enormous difference to 
Labour’s campaign in England. Of 
course it won’t have done very much 
to foster good relations in Scotland, 
where Labour is facing the loss of doz¬ 
ens of seats to the SNP. 

But that’s the battle the two Eds 
have to face. 

The polls suggest that even if they 
head up the largest party after May 7, 
it won’t be with a majority. 

If they cook up a deal with the SNP 
that hands concessions to a country 
with a population smaller than the 
West Midlands, there will be a revolt 
by Labour backbenchers who will face 
the wrath of their constituents. 

No party wants to be in opposition. 
It is a miserable existence. But it must 


be better than setting your party on 
to a path where in order to remain in 
power you have to betray the people 
who voted for you in favour of a coun¬ 
try that rejected you. 

William Hague has surely earned 
the right to head off into political 
retirement, having stood down as an 
MP after 26 years. But he was on the 
campaign trail in Dudley South last 
week and doing his bit to help the To¬ 
ries hold on to this key marginal seat. 

For what it’s worth I’m glad he’s 
still around. His final act in Parlia¬ 
ment was to lead a Tory attempt to 
get a secret ballot to decide the future 
of Marmite speaker John Bercow. 
Critics called it a grubby plot. 

It was an unfitting coda to a politi¬ 
cal career whose highlight was the in¬ 
troduction of the landmark Disability 
Discrimination Act. Getting out and 
about on the campaign trail is a far 
more fitting swansong. 


Affordable Luxury 

Full bathrooms starting from £2000 




Mfe will match/ 
beat most like for 
Me quotations 




* From start to finish 

Specialists in rlicahl* 


access bathrooms 
^ Affordable prices all round 

^ Fullv OUalifmri fact fnonrii... 


service and professionalism 


Call fora FREE no obligation quote 


^3^ Stuarts numbing 

safe 


Tel: 01384 326360 
Mob: 07708 731610 
www.stuarts-plumbing.co.uk 



2SS BATHROOMS 




YOUR CHOICE... FOR A BETTER BATHROOM 


THE LOCAL SPECIALIST IN BATHROOM REFURBISHMENT 

We want YOUR CHOICE to be us. 




“Our company is owned and run by 
local tradesmen meaning the work is 
carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as 
possible in order to keep within the 
budgets of retired, disabled 
and working families which make up 
95% of our customers” 


90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 
15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 
All Rubbish Removed 


WE OFFER A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
HOME VISIT & ON THE SPOT PRICE 
WITHIN 48 HRS OFYOUR CALL 


WE >s 
DO THE 
LOT IN 
5 DAYS, 


[Ki 


DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your Bath 
We will remove the Bath 
& Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong 
cubicle, & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150.00 



1 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED 
& DISABLED 
CUSTOMERS 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford, DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Open 9am - 5pm 6 days a week 
Showroom also at: Lichfield Road,Wednesfield, Wolverhampton,WV11 ITW, 01902 861908 
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Make sure your assets are in capable hands. 



« For over 18 years Age UK Wolverhampton & Age UK Dudley in 
conjunction with Guardian Wills have been offering a Wills/Lasting 
Powers of Attorney service. The service is available everyfriday by 
appointment at Wolverhampton and every Monday by appointment 
at Merry Hill Centre for those aged over 50. 

A single Will starts from £85 and Wills for a couple start from £110. 
Home visits are also available from £115 for a single and £145 for a 
couple. All prices include VAT. For further information or to book an 
appointment please telephone 

Age UK Wolverhampton on 01902-572060 & Age Uk Dudley 
on 01384 354508 

or Guardian Wills on 01384-291527. ^ 


i&uardUw ///& 

Tel: 01384 291 527 HI 

Holloway House, 6 The Holloway, Swindon, Dudley. DY3 4NT 


www.guardianwills.co.uk 


Lifestyle 

Windows 

of Kingswinford 

“Trade/men not Sale/men” 


> Windows 

> Doors 

> Conservatories 

> Fascias 

> Guttering 


FENSA 


—» <3 



U BB BD 

> 10,000 local installations available for viewing - please ask 

> Call us to find out why so many people choose Lifestyle 
Windows or visit our website www.lifestylewindows.co 

> Phone for a free quote and speak to Dave or Mark - 
deal direct with the owners 

> No sales reps, no sub contractors 


Kingswinford Fascias 
^art of the Windows Group 2011 Range of Doors Mow Available ^ 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875219 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



DO YOU MAKE OR 

DECORATE CAKES? 



Are you looking 
for a new 
Sugarcraft 
supplies store? 
Perhaps someone 
who can deliver 
items to you 
direct to your 
door? 

Are you looking 
for bulk buy 
savings? 



If the answer is YES to any of the above then call us 
EVENING CLASSES FOR CAKE MAKING 
AND DECORATING FROM £22 

Designer/bespoke cakes for any occasion 

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE DETAILS 


Shop 2 Barnett Lane, Kingswinford DY6 9PJ 
| Telephone 01384 402204 

www.occasionalcakesuk.com 


Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated 
aluminium rolling garage door -operated by hand held 
'keyring' handset is currently reduced from a 
RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST £699! 

INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTIING 



Price includes: 

♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override 
♦All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 
♦White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Full 12 month warranty ♦Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 



CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offer you should call 01245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 


STOCKDALE & BROWN 

SOLICITORS 



Providing legal services in 
Tipton for over 75 years 


adcocks 


Wills & Estates Commercial 

Leasehold Reform Property 


Legal services available locally 


Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 


Annual bill of £6lm 
for reserve health staff 


HOSPITALS and the ambulance 
service in the West Midlands 
spent £61 million on wages for 
reserve bank staff in a year. 

The majority of the money went on 
nurses and clerical staff at sites in the 
Black Country and Staffordshire. 

The highest costs were at Heart of Eng¬ 
land NHS Trust in Birmingham with £15m, 
followed by Dudley at £11.9m and the trust 
that runs Sandwell Hospital with £ll.lm. 

Critics have said it shows hospitals do 
not have enough permanent staff and are 
being forced to call on bank workers, whose 
wages are often higher. It comes as hospi¬ 
tals struggle to cope with rising numbers of 
admissions and falling budgets. 

Clerical 

West Midlands Ambulance shelled 
out £1.16 million in 2013/14, including 
£740,145 on ‘additional clinical services’ 
and £139,438 on admin and clerical staff. 

Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust, 
which manages Russells Hall Hospital, 
paid bank workers £11.98m, some £8.37 of 
which went on nurses and care assistants. 

Heart of England NHS Trust in Birming¬ 
ham shelled out £15m, including £ 11.5m on 
nurses and care workers, while Worcester¬ 
shire Acute Hospitals NHS Trust spent 
£5.85m in total. 

Paula Clark, chief executive of the Dud¬ 
ley Group, said: “We have to make sure our 
patients are safe and cared for by appropri¬ 
ately skilled staff at all times and that we 
meet, or exceed, the nationally set regis¬ 
tered nurse to patient ratio of 1:8. 

“We use bank staff across the trust to 
cover unplanned sickness and short-term 
vacancies or when we need to open extra 
beds to cope with peaks in demand. We al¬ 
ways try and cover vacant shifts first from 
our own staff bank.” 

Sandwell and West Birmingham spokes¬ 
woman Tran Vy Tuong said: “We have been 
working hard over the past year to reduce 
our use of bank and agency staff.” 


Olivia strikes gold on trail 



Toy heaven — Dudley treasure trail winner Olivia Waldron is seen 
choosing her prize with Alan Caswell from the Arcade Toy Shop 


AN 11-year-old girl has struck gold 
in Dudley’s first town centre treas¬ 
ure trail. 

Olivia Waldron, came up trumps 
when her name was pulled out of 
the treasure chest of correct an¬ 
swers. 

Now Olivia has £20 to spend on 
toys at the Toy Shop in Fountain 
Arcade. 

Olivia took part in a February 
half-term trail around the town 
ahead of its first Dudley Sunday 
fun day. 

The trail was the first in a series 
of free treasure hunts around Dud¬ 


ley aimed at encouraging families to 
hunt for interesting features in the 
historic town. 

Olivia said: “It took me about an 
hour to do the trail and I learned 
some interesting facts about Dudley 
that I didn’t know before. 

“The best bit though is getting 
some new toys with the vouchers I 
won.” 

The next treasure trail is planned 
for May half-term holiday, hard cop¬ 
ies are available at local libraries, 
children’s centres, Dudley Council 
Plus and Dudley Museum and Art 
Gallery, while stocks last. 


-SPRINC IS HERE!? 

Is your Property due a Spring Cleau? 


BTF Cleaning Services has been established for over 15 years, 
carrying out external cleaning services for commercial and 
domestic customers across the Midlands 



Concrete imprint drives 
repaired / coloured and sealed 


Our team of professionals 
use the latest cleaning 
equipment and methods 



Block paving and patios jet washed/ 
sanded/weed killed by the latest flat surface 
cleaning equipment 



B3?F 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 


Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands. B62 9ND 


Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 
Mob: 07979 211302 % & 
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SPRING 

SALE 


Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 
No deposit. Then take interest free credit. 


Our Spring Sale is now in its final week, 
take advantage of huge savings across all departments. 
Everything is reduced, including all the famous brand 
names and our many new ranges. 


Final Week! 


Don't miss your opportunity - the Spring Sale 
is now in its final week! 



LOW SALE PRICES. PAY NOTHING FOR A YEAR. NO DEPOSIT. THEN TAKE INTEREST FREE CREDIT. 


(ousins 


a true family business 


Open 7 days a week | Late Nights: 
Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 

Birmingham Dudley Manchester 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, 

Tyseley. B11 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 



• Free parking 

• Instore restaurant 

• Large stocks 

• Immediate delivery 



0%APR 


Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £300. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price £324. Interest rate 0% fixed. No Deposit. Pay nothing for the first year, then 12 payments of £27. 
0% APR Representative. Total amount payable £324 Subject to status. Written details on request. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in 
this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 04.05.15. Offer not available on clearance items, web specials or in-store concessions. * See website for further details on our price promise. 
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f WHERE TRADITIONAL ELEGANCE 
JvlEETS MODERN TECHNOLOGY- 
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KEEPING YOUR HOME AUTHENTIC, SAFE AND WARM THIS SPRING BEAUTIFULLY 
DESIGNED WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES & ORANGERIES 

We are a professional, family run, local company who have over 33 years year-on-year trading installing 
quality windows, doors, conservatories and orangeries. We pride ourselves on our high quality standards and 
that we can offer all our customers total satisfaction on whatever you need. 


ilVombourne Windows 

Orangeries and Conservatories 

JjH ^ For more information call us now on 01902 897000 

filkli l FE "^ A l or visit our website at www.wombourne-windows.co.uk BEJEl 

J l ! I ** Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

Showroom Opening Hours: Monday - Thursday 9am-6pm, Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday 10am-3.30pm, Sunday 10am-2pm 


BRIDGNQ 

WOMBOURNE 

WINDOWS 

SHOWROOM 



















Heartbreak as labour 
of love is grounded 



Members of the Boulton Paul Association 



Balliol replica while under construction 


A 22-YEAR labour of love by 
Black Country aircraft en¬ 
thusiasts has been grounded 
due to a lack of space. 

The six-strong team has spent 
tens of thousands of man hours 
lovingly building a full scale rep¬ 
lica of the Balliol T2, the last type 
of aircraft constructed for the 
RAF by Boulton Paul at its facto¬ 
ry at Pendeford, Wolverhampton. 

But now the Boulton Paul Associa¬ 
tion, whose members have carried out 
the work, has been left homeless when 
so close to completing the epic project. 

Cyril Plimmer, 87, helped launch 
the association after retiring from the 
firm where he became senior designer 
after joining, aged 14, in 1942. 

Catastrophic 

He said: “It would be catastrophic 
if we cannot finish this. I started work 
at Boulton Paul straight from school 
and did a lot of drawing changes on 
the Balliol. Twenty two years later 
here we are poised to put the finishing 
touches to it. I will have completed my 
life’s work when it is finished, but it 
would be heartbreaking to fall short 
when we are so near and yet so far 
from the finish.” 

Terry Herrington, another former 
employee on the project team, con¬ 
fessed: “Unless we can find alternative 
accommodation there is the possibility 
that the aircraft would have to be 

SC ]?uii(img of the Balliol T2 started 
with the cockpit section of the plane 
that was constructed from parts of an 
original version of the aircraft found at 
a scrap yard. 

Members of the Boulton Paul Asso¬ 
ciation started the build in 1992 and 
completed much of the fuselage be¬ 
fore giving priority to other projects. 
They returned to the Balliol in 2008 


and have been working on it ever since 
but were unable to complete the pro¬ 
ject before being forced to vacate the 
site of their Heritage Project Museum 
at the former Boulton Paul factory in 
Wobaston Road when the company 
who bought the firm moved to new 
premises. 

Members have been able to do some 
of the uncompleted tasks on the outer 


wings at the engineering workshops 
of Wednesfield Engineering Academy. 
But there was no room for the plane 
that is still in a hanger at RAF Cosford 
with no facilities and the hunt is on 
for a location to which it can be moved 
while the outer wings and control link¬ 
ages are fixed. Contact either herring- 
ton@btinternet.com or cyrilplimmer. 
@hotmail.com 


Trinity STOCK CLEARANCE 

MASSIVE S AVINGS 

mm 



canal 

GCC0CC31 


FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 



HOLtfN^SUMNtS 

% Off 

CAKOTS AN) VINytS 


HURRY HURRY OFFERS EHD THIS WEEI 


BEDS & MATTRESSES 



LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS TRADING SINCE 1984 

OVER 500 ROLL ENDS IN STOCK 

* 100% GENUINE SAVINGS * FREE MEASURING & ESTIMATING SERVICE * QUALITY FITTING SERVICE 

Telephone: 0121 520 6091 

Unit 4 Coneygree Ind Estate 
Birmingham New Road 
Dudley DY4 8XP 

www.trinitycarpets.co.uk 


Opening Times: 

Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.30pm 
Sunday 10am - 4pm 



American Airlines ^ 


manchester 

airport.co.uk 


PART OF M.A.G 


THE 


FROM MANCHESTER AIRPORT 

200 direct destinations ♦ 65 airlines ♦ 1 airport 


virgin aHanlicr 


A D E LTA 


SAUDIA 


UNITED Hi 

AIR CANADA 


QATAR 

^AIRWAYSa ..t-.ill 


" AIRWAYS a .jt-.il! - 


^PIA 
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Scuba club 
to clean 
up reservoir 

A SCUBA diving club is 
preparing to carry out an 
underwater litter pick at a 
beauty spot. 

Members of Dudley Dol¬ 
phin Sub-Aqua Club will be 
collecting debris from the 
bottom of Netherton Res¬ 
ervoir on Sunday. 

It is a site where they 
regularly dive and mem¬ 
bers will be gathering rub¬ 
bish from up to 15 metres 
below the surface. Friends 
and family will be doing the 
same along the banks of the 
Lodge Farm reservoir, off 
Highbridge Road. 

Club welfare officer 
Mandy Downing said: 
“We all use the water so 
we should all do our bit to 
maintain it and keep it as 
nice as we can for as long 
as possible. It’s mainly tins 
and bottles and cans but 
there is the odd shopping 
trolley too.” 

Dudley Dolphin club has 
around 40 members. 

Youths spark 
more patrols 

A RISE in anti-social be¬ 
haviour in Netherton town 
centre has prompted police 
to step up patrols of the 
area. 

Neighbourhood police 
say they have been tasked 
with patrols after reports 
of problems due to a group 
of young people. 

Anyone who spots any 
problems with youths 
hanging around are asked 
to call officers in the Neth¬ 
erton, St Andrews and 
Woodside police team on 
101 . 


FOCUS ON NETHERTON 


New landlord worried that 
shop would finish off pub 


A LANDLORD has said he fears for the future 
of his pub after a developer revealed plans to 
build a supermarket on its car park. 

New River Retail has submitted plans to put a Co¬ 
op store next to The Crown in Netherton.The arriv¬ 
al of the Co-op would leave The Crown with only 11 
parking spaces. 

It is the latest in a long line of applications to build on car 


parks of Black Country pubs 
after New River bought 200 
pubs from Marston’s in a 
£90 million deal. 

Robin Wall, only took 
over the running of the pub, 
in Simms Lane, in recent 
weeks. 

He said the prospect of 
the Co-op arriving on the 
doorstep was not an ideal 
start to life at the helm of 
his first pub. 

He said: “It is a concern 
that it is going to reduce 
the number of car parking 
spaces to 11, which is ridic¬ 
ulous really. 

“When we have functions 
on in the big room we can 
have 25 to 30 cars on here 
easily. 

“I don’t know how the 
wagons would get on to de¬ 
liver the beer.” 

Another concern for Mr 
Wall was the fact that the 
shop could even take custom 
away by selling alcohol. 

“I don’t know if it is going 
to sell alcohol, which would 
be a problem,” he said. “I 


By Richard Guttridge 

have a beer garden and if I 
get people getting bottles of 
beer and then coming and 
sitting in the beer garden 
that’s going to be difficult to 
police.” 

Similar proposals have 
sparked campaigns to save 
pubs elsewhere in Dudley 
and neighbouring areas, 

Mr Wall said he was con¬ 
sidering protesting against 
the plan and UKIP activists 
had already contacted him 
about trying to save the 
pub’s car park. 

He said: “I would prefer 
it to stay as it is. I would 
go along with anything if it 
would help my business but 
if that shops sells alcohol I 
will be finished.” 

The Crown was leased 
back to Marston’s follow¬ 
ing its sale to New River. 
The deal runs until the end 
of 2017 when Mr Wall said 
they would decide on its fu¬ 
ture. 



Park's fun 
day is to 
be best yet 

PREPARATIONS are un¬ 
der way for the biggest 
Netherton park fun day 
yet, as volunteers get ready 
to celebrate the event’s 
10th anniversary. 

More than 8,000 people 
attended last year’s fun 
day and it has gone from 
strength to strength since 
it started back in 2006. 

A host of events are al¬ 
ready in the pipeline for 
July 4 at the beauty spot. 

Organisers are appealing 
for people wanting to take 
up pitches and stalls on the 
day, which runs from 10am. 
There are also opportuni¬ 
ties for companies to come 
on board and become spon¬ 
sors at the popular fun day. 

Cash raised pays to help 
stage the event which also 
helps support charities and 
other organisations. 

Event organiser Richard 
Johnson said preparations 
are coming together well 
for the big day. 

“We are hoping to have 
a great event this year es¬ 
pecially celebrating the 
10th year,” he said. “It has 
grown and grown every 
year. We get people from 
outside the area coming 
but it is well supported by 
people who come in from 
the local community.” 

Charitable organisations 
are also welcome to take 
up stalls at the park, off 
Northfield Road. The group 
are looking for dance and 
music acts to perform and 
classic car and bike owners 
to a part of the historic ve¬ 
hicle display. 

Get in touch by visiting 
www.nethertonpark.com or 
email friends@netherton 
park.com or search Neth¬ 
erton Park on social media 


ONLY AT TRADE FURNITURE! 

OTHER SUITES AT 

BIG DEAL PRICES 

LOOK-LOOK-LOOK-LOOK-LOOK-LOOK 



Recliner Suite Settee and Two Chairs 

FOR ONLY £699.00! 

^ Available in 3 colours - Black - Brown - Cream 


LOOK - LOOK - LOOK - LOOK - LOOK - LOOK 
TRADE FURNITURE OFFICIAL FACTORY SHOP 

TRADE FURNITURE, UNIT 12 PEARTREE LANE, DUDLEY. DY2 OQU 


TEL: 01384 4840771 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 1 CMPM I ESTABLISHED OVER 25 YEARS 


Pictures for illustration purposes only 



Rs[jEfl? ©am© 



• Broken Screens • Missing Keys 

• Spillages • Laptop Chargers 

• Socket Repairs • Software Fixes 

• Services 

Free Quote - Free Advice 
No Fix No Fee 

Serving Dudley for over 20 years 



Huge Selection of Marine Fish in Stock! 


MG Marines 


•Marine fish •Coral and inverts •Fish food and water treatments 
• Starter Aquarium Kits, fill range of equipment • RO and salt water 

Providing a second to none service and friendly advice for over 18 years 


10% Discount with this advert 
(orders over 20) 
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PRICE 
MATCH 
PROMISE 

We’ll not be 
beaten on price! 
That’s our promise 
to you! 


William & Sons 

\r 



Ql 



sale 

ends this Sunday 5pm! 

0% Interest Free Credit 


pay nothing 
for at least 
6 months 

...and spread 
the cost totally 
interest free. 


Large double reclining motion sofa. 

WAS £1199 SALE £749 


now 


£599 


SAVE 

£600 


Walnut effect dining table & 4 chairs. 

WAS £799 SALE £609 


now 


£399 


SAVE 

£400 


Oak bedroom package... bedframe & bedside chest 

WAS £699 SALE £519 


now 


£399 


SAVE 

£300 


Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY51UA 
T. 01384 77444 


©7 LUAM&S0 N S 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 


SPRING SALE OPENING TIMES: 
Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 
Saturday 10-6pm 
Sunday 11-5pm 


Alstons •bardi hJSLi 


' HTL <NG31CW* 


MytK's rauch 




&*** ) W***! !£S WADE 


0% APR *Deferred interest free credit offer available on balances over £500. Representative Example: Cash Price £675. Deposit £175. Total Amount of Credit £500. Duration of the Agreement 18 months. 12 x Monthly Repayments of £41.67 starting 6 months after delivery or collection. Annual Rate of 
representative Interest 0°/o. Representative APR 0°/o. Total Amount Payable £500. Written details available on request. Subject to status. Offer not available on clearance items. All offers subject to availability. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply - ask in store or see our website for further details. E&OE. 
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SAVE MONEY WITH 



We can! quote for 
re paininq i/Z renewinq i 
your old vertical blinds 


✓ Wider range of colours and styles of blinds! 

✓ Existing slats replaced 

✓ Great Deals on Multiple, Whole House and 
Conservatory orders! 

✓ Free home survey 

✓ High Quality Blinds with a Full Installation service! 


4 m* 





VERTICALS • ROLLERS • PLEATS • WOODS 
• VENETIANS • BLACKOUTS 


For Your FREE Quotation please 
call 01902 765408 

www.blindsbycresta.co.uk 



DUDLEY 
MOT CENTRE 


SERVICING, DIAGNOSTICS, AIR CONDITIONING 

MOTs from mo 

£20 TEST FEE 

ALSO MOTs ON MOTORCYCLES 
SCOOTERS & LIGHT COMMERCIALS 




01384 257747 

SHAW ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 8TS 
www.dudleymotcentre.co.uk 


• Fencing • Patios • Tarmac Driveways • Brickwork 

• Shed Bases • Shed Refelts • Clearances • Gates 

• Groundwork • OAP Discounts 

Please call James for a free quote 



For Your Advertisement Only In... 

Every Friday 

For the best bookings call one of our helpful advisors on 

01902 319191 


Shakes to sound 
of raw passion 



The Alabama Shakes explore funky new directions on second album Sound & Color 


ALBUM REVIEWS 


By Leon Burakowski 


THE torch bearers for Deep 
South blues, rock and soul, 
Alabama Shakes, keep it real 
with a distinctive second al¬ 
bum, Sound & Color. 

On it the band explore funky new di¬ 
rections and stretch themselves after 
making a stir in 2012 with their rock- 
fuelled debut Boys & Girls. 

Singer and guitarist Britney Howard 
gives her most impassioned vocal per¬ 
formances so far as the band from Ath¬ 
ens, Alabama, create a potent moon¬ 
shine of funk, blues and swamp rock. 

Highlights include Don’t Wanna 
Fight with its edgy guitar plucking as 
Britney repeats the title with an al¬ 
most hysterical intensity. She adopts 
a falsetto on the loose limbed funk of 
Future People as the songs builds to 
a crashing cacophony. Gimme All Your 
Love is deep fried southern soul with a 
wail that should earn nods of approv¬ 
al from Robert Plant and Jack White. 
She shows a sweeter side on the won¬ 
ky soul of Guess Who, complete with 
vibes and strings, while Shoegaze has 
a Rolling Stones swagger about it. 

The ballad Miss You opens with the 
memorable couplet Tm gonna miss 
you and your Mickey Mouse tattoo’ 
and explodes with raw passion. With 
a bare bones accompaniment and 
odd changes of tempo, Over My Head 
makes for a downbeat, delicate closer. 

Sound & Colour is out this week on 
ATO Records. Alabama Shakes play 
Birmingham 02 Academy on May 13, 
a gig that promises to be something 
rather special. 

Sony’s three-CD compilation Synth 
Pop is a feast of great music from the 
1970s and 80s when synth was king 
and lots of people with odd haircuts 


used a keyboard rather than a guitar 
to craft some brilliant pop records. So 
Donna Summer’s (and Giorgio Mo- 
roder’s) hugely influential I Feel Love 
shares the limelight with Gary Numan, 
The Human League, Ultravox, Visage, 
New Order, Soft Cell, Yazoo and Art 
Of Noise. Depeche Mode, Bowie and 
Kraftwerk are glaring omissions whilst 
Spandau Ballet and Aztec Camera, 
good as they are, don’t fit the brief. 

Fans of Nick Cave or even Siouxsie 
Sioux can luxuriate in the mellow vo¬ 
cals of Nadine Shah on her second al¬ 
bum, Fast Food (Apollo/R&S Records), 
with tracks that border upon goth cab¬ 
aret. There’s also a hint of gothic about 
Strange Trails by Lord Huron (Play 
It Again Sam), although these country 
and folk influenced guitar-driven songs 
revel in a reverb-drenched tumbleweed 
ghost town feel. Songs like Dead Man’s 
Hand and Meet Me In The Woods hint 
at dark deeds and these grim prairie 
tales have a certain allure when de¬ 
livered by singer and songwriter Ben 
Schneider. You would find Frozen Pines 
on the jukebox in the Twin Peaks diner. 

The 1960s family group The Cow- 


sills, inspiration for The Partridge Fam¬ 
ily, had million-selling hits in their US 
homeland but remain virtually unknown 
in the UK. Much of their output was 
twee but their self-titled 1967 album 
(reissued by Now Sounds) does have 
several fine examples of summer-of- 
love sunshine pop, particularly US top 
five hit The Rain, The Park And Other 
Things. The CD includes bonus tracks, 
mono versions and a 24-page booklet 
to bring 60s music fans up to speed 
with pop’s answer to the Von Trapps. 

Before Dennis Roussos became 
associated with 1970s dinner parties 
thanks to such middle-of-the-Med hits 
as Forever And Ever and Mike Leigh’s 
play Abigail’s Party, he sang with Euro 
prog rockers Aphrodite’s Child. His 
own concept album (reissued by RPM), 
On The Greek Side Of My Mind, is 
the link between the band and his solo 
career. It begins with Roussos spout¬ 
ing Lotus eater mumbo jumbo then 
exercising his helium tenor over Gre- 
gorian-like chants, before settling into 
a groove of psychedelic Grecian folk 
pop. We Shall Dance hints at the style 
of warbling that was to bring him fame. 


NEW CORSAVAN 


MEET THE NEW 


AVAN 



WARRANTY* 


BREAKDOWN 

ASSISTANCE 


FREE SERVICING' 

0 0/ Ann 20% deposit 
/O Mri\ plus full VAT* 
Representative 


COMMERCIAL 

VEHICLES 

Dudley Motor Company 

Trindle Road 

Dudley 

West Midlands 



01384 454100 

DY27AY 



www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


Worcester Carsales Limited trading as Dudley Motor Company are acting as a credit broker and not a lender. We can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers, commission may be received. 

*Conditional Sale. 4 Years 0% APR Representative with minimum 20% deposit (plus VAT on total transaction price). Finance provided byVauxhall Finance, PO Box 6666, Cardiff, CF157YT. Subject to status, eligibility, Ts&Cs. Applicants must be aged 18+. **4 Years Warranty up to 80,000 miles. The warranty will expire when the vehicle has reached 
either 4 years or when the mileage limit has been exceeded, whichever occurs first. 4 Years Breakdown Assistance provided by the AA including Roadside Assistance, Home Start, Relay, Relay Plus and European Assistance. t4 Years Scheduled Servicing Free for up to a total mileage limit of 80,000 miles. Offer includes routine service parts and labour, 
but excludes wear and tear items and other maintenance items not covered under the routine service schedule. The 4x4x4x4 offer includes Vauxhall's standard Customer Care Commitment of a one-year unlimited mileage manufacturer’s warranty and a second and third year manufacturer's warranty with a 60,000 mile limitation. Please note, the additional 
1 year/20,000 mile warranty on vehicles applies to the base vehicle only. The warranty excludes wear and tear and serviceable items, and the vehicle has to be serviced in accordance with the manufacturer’s servicing schedule. The offer also includes Vauxhall’s standard Customer Care Commitment of 12 months Vauxhall Assistance from first registration. 
Ts&Cs apply, ask Retailer for details. Available when purchasing a new commercial vehicle ordered between 8 April and 1 July 2015. All offers available to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners, and small businesses 1-24 (purchase only excluding B2B supported units). All other customers are excluded. Available at participating Retailers only, may not 
apply to all Retailer stock. Correct at time of going to press. 















































Black Country barn dance fan Jim Skidmore surrounded by his family to celebrate the cancer survivor’s 80th birthday 


IT WAS a birthday to remember for 
cancer survivor Jim Skidmore, as 
more than 100 family members and 
friends joined him for a barn dance. 

With so many guests, you might 
expect there to be a mountain of 
presents Jim to open but the Words¬ 
ley grandfather wasn’t interested in 
gifts on his 80th birthday. Instead, 
he asked everyone who attended his 
special party to make a cash donation 
to White House Cancer Support. Jim 
and his family have been helped by 
the Dudley-based organisation as he 
battled cancer over the past two years. 

He was diagnosed with prostrate 


cancer in 2013 and needed almost 
daily trips to Wolverhampton’s New 
Cross Hospital for treatment. 

As wife Mary no longer drove, it left 
her worried about how Jim would get 
to hospital but then she was told about 
White House Cancer Support. 

Mary, aged 77, of Wordsley Green, 
said: “It was such a weight off my 
shoulders, they were wonderful. They 
picked him up every day and dropped 
him at the door.” 

For Jim the difficult times were 
made easier by the friendships that 
he struck up on his journeys. He said: 
“They picked up others along the way 


and everyone was so cheerful and in 
good spirits, despite what they were 
going through. They were great.” 

Jim was given the all-clear shortly 
before his 80th birthday, and his fam¬ 
ily decided there could only be one 
way to celebrate. Knowing their fa¬ 
ther enjoyed a barn dance, his daugh¬ 
ters Emma and Elizabeth organised a 
dance at Wordsley Green Community 
Centre. 

Emma came from her home in Scot¬ 
land, while son Warren jetted in from 
his home in California. The donations 
helped raise £800 for White House. 
Jim said: “It was absolutely fabulous.” 



ONE OF THE LARGEST STOCKISTS 
OF CARPET IN THE COONTRY 
SALE NOW ON 


Over 200 Part Rolls 
ALL LESS 50% 


Normal 
Price sq yd 


Sale 
Price sq yd 





Contract Quality 



Axminster 80/20 

£79.95 

£29.95 

Brintons Axminster 80/20 

£59.95 

£17.95 

100% Wool Naturals 

£19.95 

£7.95 

Tomkinsons 



80/20 Wool Twist 

£35.00 

£9.95 

Brintons Bell Twist 80/20 

£35.00 

£12.95 

| Heavy Duty Saxonys 

£19.95 

£9.95 

Stainfree Heavy Twist 

£18.95 

£6.95 

Gel Back Kitchen Carpet 

£12.95 

£3.95 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 1 0.30 to 4.00, 
Closed Wednesdays 


Church Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3PT 

01384 76448 



“I switched and saved almost £300” 


The Big Switch aims to get the very best home energy deals for local people. 


It’s free to register and there’s no obligation to switch, y< 


Simply call Dudley Council Plus on 0300 555 2345 


Register by 18 May 2015 


ri f i rl I o\/ Or, you can also register online and find out more 
s£y„93Js,y information at www.dudley.gov.uk/bigswitch 
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The Ramrods, a band known as The Beatles of Bilston Keith’s father Issac Parton, left, with a workmate in Bilston Keith with his sisters Jan and Vicky on Topper the horse 


LIVING IN GODS COUNTRY 

THE BILSTON YEARS 

"T 


4IW 



Bosti 

Bilston 




Bilston Market | 

BUck C+unlry DANNY 
CANNON 

A T\ii IAUPJ* 

the potted 
,t factory 



The front cover of Keith Parton’s book about growing 
up in Bilston 


Author hopes new book 
will be a lasting legacy 


‘IF I die tomorrow then at 
least I go knowing I’ve pub¬ 
lished my own book and left 
a legacy for the town’. 

So says Bilston resident Keith 
Parton who has penned a new 
book about his life growing up in 
the town after the Second World 
War. 

‘Living in God’s Country - The Bil¬ 
ston Years’ tells of the 69-year-old’s 
‘golden days’ growing up in the town 
and how he coped with the transition 
from youth to adulthood. 

The 100-page book, which has been 
published by Wolverhampton firm 
Hughes Print, features anecdotes, 
pictures and poems. Keith spent his 
childhood days living in the Stowlawn 
estate and among memories are tales 
of camping in Bilston Wood, using 
his first pedal car and watching with 
laughter as people fished golf balls 
over-hit from Bilston Golf Club out of 
the pool on Prouds Lane. 

From getting the cane at school to 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Nigel Slater 


learning how to play dominoes with 
his father Isaac, to his first trip to the 
pub and evenings spent following local 
band the Ramrods - who he calls ‘The 
Beatles of Bilston’. 

This is the first time Mr Parton has 
ventured into the world of publishing 
and he said the book was not about 
making money - it was about telling 
the community his story. 

“There’s a saying that there is a 
book for everyone and this is mine. 
It’s an honest book written from the 
heart,” he said. “This book means so 
much to me. I’ve always recalled hav¬ 
ing a good memory and I remember 
my childhood days like the back of my 
hand - they were the golden days. If 
I could turn the clock back and be a 
youngster again I would do it without 
a shadow of a doubt. 

“I’m no writer by any stretch of the 
imagination but its been a challenge 


I’ve fully enjoyed. Hopefully others 
reading it will like the book and even 
help inspire them to write or share 
memories.” 

Also included are emotional tributes 
to his parents Pauline and Isaac, who 
he says made him the man he is today. 

Keith said he suffers from insomia 
- so he made full use of the sleepless 
nights sitting on his desk writing up 
memories as though they happened 
yesterday. 

He said: “I struggle to sleep at night 
and live on my own, so it got to the 
stage where I thought, I’m going to 
start writing some of my favourite 
memories down on paper. The more I 
got into it the more I wanted it to be 
published.” 

Keith has so far printed 100 copies 
of the book to sell. “The response I 
have had so far has been lovely,” he 
added. “I’m so grateful to the team at 
Hughes Print for giving me the oppor¬ 
tunity to publish this book.” 

Copies are £12. Call Mr Parton on 
01902 620406 or Hughes Print on 
01902 457261. 



Keith Parton with his ‘Living In God’s Country’ book 



The author is on the right with his friend Chris Wordley 



✓ FREE Advice 
^ FREE n° obiigal 

quotation 

^ FREE planning 

No deposits 

required 

✓ No pushy sale 


guarantee 


FULLY FITTED 
FROM £420 



U 

u 

1 


FREEPHONE 0800 999 0909 OR 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

WINDOW COMPANY 
GLAZED IN SUCCESS! 


DW Windows Ltd are now starting their 9th 
year of trading. Since moving into our current 
showroom at 7 Brick Street, Sedgley in 2010, 
the company has grown rapidly from two to 
five fitting teams with a dedicated service and 
maintenance engineer, who are all directly 
employed as opposed to using sub-contractors. 
The team also consists of a dedicated 
installations manager, surveyor, two quotation 
experts and five administration staff creating 
an additional 12 new jobs for local people. 

The business is still very much family run with 
Company Director Dave Walters heavily involved 
with the everyday running of the business with five 
other members of staff who are family members. 
Dave’s wife, Claire Walters has also joined the 
company to assist Dave with Health & Safety and HR 
requirements. 

Our company ethos is ‘if a job is worth doing, it’s 
worth doing right’. We pride ourselves on our 
professionalism, workmanship, quality and aftersales 
and this is why we have gone from strength to strength 
over the last 8 years of economic uncertainty. 

We now have approximately 4500 happy customers 
on our books. We took on 676 customers last year 
alone and 60 - 70% of these were recommendations 
or repeat business from existing customers having 
more work done. This is testament to our high levels 
of customer satisfaction and quality workmanship. 


Over the past twelve months we have improved the 
foundation of the company by attaining Construction 
Health & Safety Scheme accreditation (CHAS), 
training all of our staff in health & safety procedures 
and appointing an external health & safety advisor to 
ensure that we are working safely and competently 
on customers properties and performing first class 
installations. This has also achieved us our first major 
commercial contract replacing 100 properties with 
windows and doors for a local housing association. 
We have taken on new products such as the Equinox 
Tiled roofing system for conservatories and noticed a 
massive swing of customers choosing composite doors 
as opposed to UPVC which offer improved looks and 
security. 

Moving forward, DW Windows Ltd have completely 
outgrown our local Sedgley showroom and are now 
near to completing a deal to secure additional larger 
premises. This will enable us to continue to expand 
our installation team, create new office space and 
enable us to have one of the largest showrooms in the 
Midlands to showcase all of our fantastic products. 
Although we will keep our Sedgley showroom, the 
new premises 

will allow us to create more jobs, assist the company 
to continue to expand whilst offering an increased 
product range and an even better service to our 
customers. 


online quotes www.dwwindows.co.uk 


Ask about our A+ 18 energy rated triple glazed windows 


D.W. Windows Ltd. 



Come visit our 
showroom at: 

7 Brick Street, 
Sedgley DY31 NT 
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Records numbers 
at zoo over Easter 


DUDLEY Zoo has received a boost 
through bumper visitor numbers 
over Easter — exceeding 20,000 vis¬ 
itors over a week. 

The figures have been released 
just days after it was announced 
that chief executive Peter Suddock 
had retired from his post, after being 
suspended. 

The attraction, in Castle Hill, 
marked a busy Easter holiday season 
with zoo staff saying it was the first 
time in recent history that numbers 
had broken through the 20,000 mark 
in a week. The zoo drew 20,191 visi¬ 
tors between April 6 and 12. 

Peaked 

Attendance peaked on Easter 
Monday with 4,934 people coming 
through the gates at the 40-acre site. 

Staff said a new £250,000 interac¬ 
tive exhibit in the 11th Century Cas¬ 
tle, the arrival of two new sea lions 
and glorious sunshine all helped 
boost the visitor figures. 

The zoo’s new director Derek 
Grove said: “It has been a terrifically 
busy period for us with the success¬ 
ful opening of the Castle Creatures 
exhibit, the arrival of our two sea 
lions from France and on top of that 
we were blessed with wonderful 
weather. 


“The feedback we’ve had on Cas¬ 
tle Creatures has been incredible 
and our new sea lions are proving 
hugely popular. 

“We have had a wonderful Easter 
and would like to say a big thank you 
from everyone at the zoo for the fan¬ 
tastic support we have seen.” 

The attraction has welcomed two 
sea lions from the south of France. 
Eighteen-year-old female Daisy — 
the first foreign animal to be trans¬ 
ferred to Dudley Zoo via the Channel 
Tunnel — was brought in to keep 
26-year-old Cleo company. 

Then a new 14-year-old male sea 
lion, Oba — who weighs in at more 
than 37 stone — joined the zoo and 
has become a star attraction. 

Castle Creatures, which opened at 
the end of March, tells the story of 
the Earl of Dudley’s family and in¬ 
cludes live animals. 

It showcases how people during 
the medieval period lived in close 
proximity with species such as rats 
and bats. 

Mr Suddock had been suspended 
on full pay as an investigation was 
carried out into his conduct but zoo 
officials last week said the inquiry 
had concluded and no further action 
was to be taken. 



Zoo star sea lion Oba with keeper Nicky Dancey — he helped boost numbers to more than 20,000 


Nine in ten pupils 
have got a place at 
first choice school 

AROUND nine in every 10 pupils have got their first 
choice of primary school across Dudley borough and 
Worcestershire. 

Latest figures have been released for how many pupils 
got their preferred school, starting in September. 

Dudley Council children’s services department, over¬ 
seen by Councillor Tim Crumpton, said 3,399 pupils — 
or 89 per cent — secured at a place at their preferred 
schools. 

Figures also reveal that more than five per cent, or 
214, got their second choice school while a further 70 
were allocated a place at their third choice school. 

Disappointment 

Dudley Council strategic director, Tony Oakman, said: 
“We are pleased that all children have been offered a 
place and that 97 per cent have been offered a school of 
their choice. 

“Unfortunately there will inevitably be some disap¬ 
pointment for a few families, particularly where parents 
have selected popular schools some distance from where 
they live.” 

Worcestershire County Council, which covers areas on 
the southern fringe of the Black Country such as Clent, 
Hagley and Wyre Forest, said 5,695 — or 90 per cent 
— of pupils had been offered a place at their first choice 
school. 

Over in Dudley’s neighbouring borough of Sandwell, 
88 per cent of pupils were offered their first choice of 
primary school, a figure matched by Wolverhampton. 


Figures for 
jobless are 
continuing 
downwards 

UNEMPLOYMENT in the West Midlands was 
down by 1,000 to 172,000 between Decem¬ 
ber and February. 

Nationally, joblessness has continued to fall and a 
record 31 million people are in work. 

The UK unemployment total fell by 76,000 to 1.84 mil¬ 
lion in the quarter — the lowest for almost seven years. 

, The figures from the Office for National Statistics are 
the last before the General 
Election. 

The number of people 
claiming Jobseeker’s Allow¬ 
ance fell by 20,700 in March 
to 772,400, the 29th consec¬ 
utive monthly cut. 

In the West Midlands, the 
number of claimants was 
down 2,518 to 87,326. 

Wolverhampton and Bir¬ 
mingham, with rates of 4.5 
per cent of the working pop¬ 
ulation, have the highest 
level of people claiming. 

President 

Wolverhampton’s total 
fell by 281 to 7,247 with 
Sandwell down by 176 to 
7,388 (3.7 per cent), Dudley 
falling 139 to 5,703 (2.9pc) 
and Walsall down 124 to 
5,183 (3.1pc). 

President of the Black 
Country Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, Ninder Johal, said: 

“It is great to see the Black 
Country is seeing the bene¬ 
fits of economic growth. 

“This confirms the rise of 
the Black Country, particu¬ 
larly as it is now regarded 
as the second best local en¬ 
terprise partnership in the 
country after Manchester. 

“With a successful aero¬ 
space and automotive sector 
growing in confidence, the 
signs for the Black Country 
look promising, but we must 
not get complacent and need 
to understand the need for 
continual upskilling of the 
workforce and young peo¬ 
ple.” 

South Staffordshire was 
down by just two to 853 
(1.2per cent). Wyre Forest, 
which includes Kiddermin¬ 
ster, saw a decline of 87 to 
912 (1.5pc). 

Other data from the ONS 
showed that more than 31 



Chamber boss Ninder Johal 


million people were in work 
after an increase of more 
than half a million in the 
past year, the biggest total 
since records began in 1971. 

The UK’s unemployment 
rate is now 5.6pc, a fall of 
1.3pc since a year ago. 

The rate was 7.9 pc in 
May 2010, when the last 
general election was held. 

Around 1.3 million people 
were in part-time jobs when 
they wanted full-time work, 
up by 29,000 in the latest 
quarter, while self-employ¬ 
ment was little changed at 
4.5 million. 

Youth unemployment, 
which includes 16 to 
24-year-olds, fell by 22,000 
in the three months to Feb¬ 
ruary to 742,000. 

Paul Kenny, general sec¬ 
retary of the GMB union, 
said: “Most of these new 
jobs are mainly low-skilled, 
low-paid and zero hours. 

“Even skilled workers in 
the UK face being undercut 
while wages are stagnant or 
falling in real terms.” 


Advertisement 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Suites - Beds - Mattresses - Sofas 


All reduced to a fraction of their normal price 

NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED 


UP TO £1,000 PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 

SOFAS AND CHAIRS MADE TO ORDER, ANY SIZE 

FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED 
LARGE SELECTION OF FABRIC AND LEATHER SUITES 



3 Seater Sofa with 
2 Recliner Actions 


from £395 







Double 

Divans 

from 

£195 


Dreamworld 

furniture 



8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU LARGE FREE 

Tel: 01384 295660 mmK 

Open: Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm I Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm EZE3 E-H 


Three Piece Suites, Chairs, Beds, Carpets, Dining and Bedroom Furniture 
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offers you the 
to enjoy 
worry-free 
motoring 


Breakdown 
cover and 
insurance 
included 


To find out how 
Motability can help 
you, talk to our 
specialist today. 


00 Motability 


TRAVEL PREMIUM CLASS 


MOKK A EXCLUSIV 
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Dudley Motor Company 

Trindle Road 
West Midlands 

01384 454100 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


T Wall Kingswinford 

High Street 
West Midlands 

01384 288 333 

www.twallvauxhall.co.uk 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall 
car range (excluding Ampera): Urban 12.7 (22.3) to 76.3 (3.7). Extra-urban 23.9 (11.8) to 94.2 (3.0), Combined 18.0 (15.7) to 88.3 
(3.2). C0 2 emissions 373 to 85g/km. 


Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non¬ 
technical factors. Vehicles shown for illustrative purposes only, and may be fitted with optional equipment (at extra cost). Brilliant paint, metallic or 
pearlescent two-coat paint and parking distance sensors included with each lease. Tri-coat premium paint available at extra cost. The facilities offered are 
for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), 
City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London, SE1 9HB. Offer valid 1 April-30 June 2015. To qualify you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility 
Component of the Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate Mobility Component of the Personal Independence Payment, the War Pensioners' 
Mobility Supplement or the Armed Forces Independence Payment which will be taken in lieu of the four weekly rental. Full written details, including terms 
and conditions, are available on request. All information correct at time of going to press. 


Cheques presented 
to chosen charities 



From left, chairman Julia Willett, Sue Wright and vice chairman Astrid van der Burgt 


AT the April meeting, held at the Memorial 
Hall, Lichfield Road, Brownhills, a cheque 
presentation was made to the group’s cho¬ 
sen charities of the year. 

Each group received £550. 

Julia Willett, TG chairman, made the 
presentation to Sue Wright, Beaver Cub 
leader, who with other adults has been 
selected to take a group of Beaver Cubs 
to Tokyo, Japan in August for the Scouts 
World Jamboree. The children and their 
parents have been fundraising all year and 


Brownhills Townswomen’s Guild 


we are pleased to support this worthwhile 
organisation. 

Meanwhile, Astrid van der Burgt, vice 
chairman, accepted the cheque on behalf of 
Kate’s “Free2Bee” charity which helps un¬ 
der-privileged children in Kenya. 

For information on guild meetings ring 
Mary on 01543 360 890. 


Excellent advice from speaker 


Wall Heath Horticultural Guild 


Sad death of 
ex-members 
announced 

Kingswinford TWG 

CHAIRMAN Enid Fennell 
welcomed visitor Wendy 
Jacobs to the April meeting 
at the community centre in 
High Street. Sadly, she an¬ 
nounced the deaths of two 
former members. 

On a happier note, mem¬ 
bers were told that Brenda 
Adkins was now back at 
home after her stay in hos¬ 
pital and was doing well. 
Joyce Major was presented 
with a beautiful bouquet to 
mark her special wedding 
anniversary. 

The minutes of the previ¬ 
ous meeting were read, ap¬ 
proved and duly signed. 

Husbands will be welcome 
this month as there will be 
a talk by Chris Smith about 
the trenches in the First 
World War. 

Trips are planned for 
Moreton in Marsh and 
Bourton on the Water in 
July and a canal boat trip, 
possibly in September. Hus¬ 
bands and friends will be 
welcome to both. 

The Federation is organ¬ 
ising ‘A Day at the Races’ in 
June in Wollaston, with fish 
and chips and tea and cakes 
by way of refreshments. 

Alan Pace gave an in¬ 
teresting description of 
his climb to the roof of Af¬ 
rica, i.e. Kilimanjaro. This 
was illustrated with gor¬ 
geous photographs. He was 
thanked by Joyce Major. 

Marion Allman and 
Brenda Greenaway won 
the raffle prizes. Joyce was 
thanked for providing the 
flowers, which she donated 
as an extra prize. 

The next meeting will be 
on May 11 when there will 
a talk entitled I Don’t Like 
Apple Pie. 


IN April Ray Bassett was 
welcomed as the speaker. 
He was perfect for those 
new to gardening, giving 
excellent advice on all the 
basic things people enjoy 
growing. 

He spoke of varying types 
of beans and how to prepare 
areas for best results. He 
spoke of carrot fly which is a 
scourge to seasoned garden¬ 
ers. Useful hints were taken 
from him for the seasoned 


gardeners. Overall, it was a 
very informative talk. 

At the May meeting there 
will be a cookery demonstra¬ 
tion presented by Bridget 
Bradley followed by a fish 
and chip supper. In June a 
talk will be given by How¬ 
ard Drury. In July the club 
members and friends will 
take a day trip to Oxford 


Botanical Gardens. On Sep¬ 
tember 12, the annual Wall 
Heath Show will take place 
in the community centre. 
Entry is free and refresh¬ 
ments will be available. All 
welcome. 

Meetings takes place at 
Wall Heath Community 
Centre on the first Tuesday 
of each month at 7.30 pm. 


Search www.staremploymentservices.co.uk 


JOB 

SEARCH 

OVER 


Associated with 


Express & Star STAR 


J \l 

Star Employment 

services ’ 

Call Star Employment Services today on 01902 319333 
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Figures reveal shocking scale 
of gun crime across region 


Woman hunted after 
‘despicable’ theft 



Police want to speak to this woman after £60 was taken 
from a woman who was having an epileptic fit in Stourbridge 

A THIEF stole cash from an epileptic woman as she suf¬ 
fered a seizure whilst shopping in Stourbridge. 

The 48-year-old victim was shopping in Stourbridge’s 
Ryemarket on April 7 when she collapsed as a result of a 
seizure that lasted 20 minutes. While passers-by rushed 
to comfort the patient and give first aid, police believe one 
woman took advantage of the situation to reach into her 
handbag and pocket £60 in cash. 

Officers have issued a CCTV image of the suspect, who 
they are eager to trace. 

She is described as white, aged in her 30s or 40s, around 
5ft 5ins tall and with long dark hair tied back in a ponytail. 

Detective Inspector Nigel Smith, said: “It’s a truly des¬ 
picable crime. The lady is clearly in great distress on the 
floor and, while most people’s concern is for her wellbeing, 
one person sees it as an opportunity to steal from her.” 

Anyone with information about the incident is urged to 
call the police on 101. 

Open day held 
in aid of new 
clubhouse plan 


TENNIS players can help 
give a campaign for a new 
clubhouse a boost by partic¬ 
ipating in an upcoming open 
day at a tennis club. 

Wall Heath Tennis Club 
will be holding the event on 
Saturday to raise money for 
the much needed extra fa¬ 
cilities to accommodate the 
club’s 13 teams. 

The aim of the open day, 
which will be held from 
9.30am until noon, is to 
provide fun, free tennis ac¬ 
tivities for both members 
and non-members, to raise 
the profile of the club in 
the local community and 
generate interest in terms 
of funding to put towards 
building costs. 

The club was formed by 


the residents of the local 
community in 1972 and 
now has three ladies’ teams 
and four men’s teams in 
the Hereford and Worces¬ 
ter League, as well as three 
men’s teams and three 
mixed teams in the Kidder¬ 
minster League. 

A new building would 
provide up-to-date facilities 
that could also be used by 
other groups in the local 
community. 

The clubhouse plan has 
received support from local 
schools, businesses, parents 
of junior players who attend 
the club, local councillors, 
Labour election candidate 
Ian Austin, and Andy Webb, 
sports development officer 
at Dudley Council. 


A TOTAL of 111 shootings 
where someone was injured in 
the West Midlands took place in 
just one year, new figures have 
revealed. 

It comes after it emerged the re¬ 
gion had the highest gun rate in the 
country, with a total of 540 firearms 
offences dealt with last year. 

Guns were also used 285 times to 
threaten someone, 38 where property was 
damaged, and six as a blunt instrument. 

Some 293 incidents involved types of 
handgun, and there were 53 with ball 
bearing guns. 

Sawn-off shotguns were used 21 times, 
along with long barrelled shotguns on 16 
occasions. 

Other weapons used were stun guns 36 
times, CS gas in 46 incidents, and pepper 
spray 19 times. 

Chief constable Chris Sims said: “Gun 
crime is an emotive term. 


By Adam Burling 


“In the UK, where firearms are rarely 
used in crime, there is a considerable 
focus on cases when firearms are used. 

“When the term gun crime is described 
there is perhaps a gap between what the 
gun crime figures record and the commu¬ 
nity perception. 

“There has been a considerable reduc¬ 
tion in gun crime as per the Home Office 
category and in the use of lethal weapons 
by criminals in gang related or criminal 
violence. 

“The force is less affected by actual in¬ 
cidents of shootings of people with lethal 
purpose weapons, resulting in death or 
serious injury, than other metropolitan 
areas. The level of public concern about 
gun crime has also reduced compared to 
the past, where gun crime was a more 
prominent concern in our communities.” 

Figures have nearly halved in the West 
Midlands since 2007 to 2008 when there 


were 974 firearm incidents. 

David Jamieson, West Midlands police 
and crime commissioner, said the most 
important statistics were how many times 
weapons were fired and how many fatali¬ 
ties there were, not the current measure 
which records all incidents when a gun 
was suspected of being present, regardless 
of whether or not it was actually there. 

Lowest 

The Staffordshire and Shropshire areas 
have two of the lowest rates in the country 
with Staffordshire and West Mercia Police 
reporting 41 and 42 firearms incidents 
each - a rate of four and three gun crimes 
per 100,000 people. 

Nationally, there were 4,801 gun 
crimes - a five per cent drop in the past 12 
months. In Staffordshire there were 123 
gun crimes in 2007 to 2008, and 128 in 
West Mercia in the same year. 

The West Midlands had the third high¬ 
est knife crime rate after London and 
Greater Manchester. 


Buggy walk 
for parents 
and babies 


FREE buggy walks at healthy hub parks 
are helping parents, grandparents and car¬ 
ers to keep fit in the great outdoors. 

The guided walks in Dudley are designed 
especially for those with babies in push¬ 
chairs and last up to one hour. There is also 
a free one hour stay and play session after 
each session with soft play equipment for 
babies and refreshments for adults. 

Sessions are at Huntingtree Park in 
Halesowen on Tuesdays from 9.15 to 
10.30am and at Stourbridge’s Mary Ste¬ 
vens Park on Wednesdays from 11am to 
lpm and Fridays from 1pm to 3pm. They 
also take place at Netherton Park on Tues¬ 
days from 11.30am to 1.30pm and Silver 
Jubilee Park in Coseley on Wednesdays 
from 11am to lpm. 

Deborah Harkins, Dudley’s chief officer 
for health and wellbeing, said: “The buggy 
walk sessions are great for babies as it en¬ 
ables them to enjoy fresh air in our beau¬ 
tiful green parks. It also offers parents a 
great chance to enjoy the health benefits of 
walking and socialising.” Sessions are free 
and do not need to be booked. Visit www. 
lets-get.com or call (01384) 814305. 


Midland UPVC Windows and Doors Ltd 






SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 



APRIL SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS 


ANY SIZE 


£1599.00 


fitted 


■ Free Design service 

■ 10 yr Insurance back 
guarantee 

■ High security locks 

■ Energy saving windows & 
doors 

■ All built and installed by 
our own fitters 

■ OAP Discounts (t&c apply) 


Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

HMf/SSl® EH® mm BMS ESS 

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY GENUINE WRITTEN QUOTE 

COMPOSITE DOORS UPVC DOORS 


BEDFORD 


KENT 


HERTFORDSHIRE 


YELLING 


QUEENS INVERTED NEEDINGW0RTH 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 

PVC 

DOOR 

from 

£385 

fitted 







I* 


A FAMILY RUN 
BUSINESS 

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE 

NO HIDDEN 
EXTRAS 

VERY 

COMPETITIVE 

PRICE 


oertass 


ce 


All major cards accepted Visa/Mastercard. No fees charged. 


ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170/01384 429152 

UNIT 26 THORNLEIGH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, DUDLEY DY2 8UB 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.midlandupvc.co.uk 


midlandupvc@live.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
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Swimmers take a 
dip on wild side 



Come on in the water’s fine — swimmers Sarah and Martyn 


FOR many of us a dip in 
UK waters - even at the 
height of summer - is a 
distinctly chilly affair. 

So the idea of splashing around 
in lakes and rivers all year round - 
well, that’s just plain crazy, right? It 
seems the answer is no. 

While wild swimming - outdoor 
swimming, whatever the weath¬ 
er - sounds like utter madness to 
the uninitiated, it is a sport which is 
growing in popularity with 500 fans 
in Shropshire and the West Mid¬ 
lands alone. Sarah Lewis, of Hale¬ 
sowen, started the Midland Inland 
Swimming group six years ago. 
Now it has more than 400 mem¬ 
bers who meet regularly at Swan 
Pool in Sandwell Valley. 


Wild swimming in lakes and rivers is growing 
in popularity, CHARLIE BENTON reports 


Sarah discovered wild swimming 
after growing tired of the chlorine 
and overcrowding in public swim¬ 
ming baths. The 45-year-old said: 
“I have always been a swimming 
fan and have been a member of in¬ 
door groups previously. But about 
six years ago I discovered outdoor 
swimming and just got hooked.” 

Sarah decided to set up the 
Midland Inland Swimming group in 
2009. It now has members ranging 
in age from eight to 80. 

“It is growing in popularity very 
quickly. I think it is due to people 
being turned off from swimming 



Sarah Lewis and Martyn Bentley take the plunge at Swan Pool Sandwell’s beautiful Swan Pool is popular with wild swimmers 


baths for whatever reason, whether 
it is the temperature of the pool, the 
constant turning at the end of the 
lanes or the chlorine. And once you 
have started it is really addictive.” 

Sarah said she was unaware of 
outdoor swimming until reading 
about it on the internet. 

“I thought it was a really nice idea 
and something a little different. I 
tried it and soon I was addicted.” 

Sarah, who is a manager at kitch¬ 
en manufacturer Pennwood Mid¬ 
lands, says outdoor swimming has 
also become something of a family 
affair. Her 12-year-old son Thomas 
often joins her or he is aboard one 
of the kayaks which accompanies 
the swimmers for safety. 

Shock 

Sarah’s partner Ian Taylor also 
regularly mans one of the kayaks 
during events. She says the cold¬ 
est water she has ever swam in 
was four degrees Celsius. 

“I have to admit I was not in the 
water very long that time. It was 
probably only around four min¬ 
utes,” she said. 

She favours edging into the wa¬ 
ter to allow her body to acclimatise 
to the drop in temperature. 

“Obviously, when you first enter 
cold water there is an initial shock 
so I think getting into the water 
more slowly is the best way to do it. 



Sarah Lewis and Martyn Bentley in their wetsuits before going in 


However, I know some taking part 
in competitive events do choose to 
just jump in.“And we don’t always 
swim in colder waters. Sometimes 
it can be as warm as 18 degrees 
Celsius and, in those cases, you 
can stay in the water for a longer 
period of time.” 

The only equipment needed is 
a wetsuit, which can be picked up 
for about £60 or less, and perhaps 
a flask for a nice hot cup of tea 
once you are out. 

Sarah’s favourite spots for river 
swims include the Severn and the 
Trent, as well as the Humber estu¬ 
ary in Hull. “We work closely with 


the Environment Agency to ensure 
the water is clean,” she said. “I 
imagined the Humber to be quite 
dirty because of how popular it is 
with boaters but the water there is 
cleaner than it has been for more 
than 10 years.” 

She said as long as people are 
sensible, and know how to swim, 
outdoor swimming is safe and en¬ 
joyable - and has a great social 
side. 

“I would urge people to come 
along and try it out. You see the 
world from a completely different 
viewpoint. You can get close to na¬ 
ture. There really is nothing like it.” 
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Dudley Motor Company 

Halesowen Motor House 

T Wall Garages 


Trindle Road 

Dudley Road 

High Street 


West Midlands 

DY27AY 

West Midlands 

B63 3NH 

Kingswinford 


01384 454100 

0121 462 2916 

01384 288 333 

VAUXHALL 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 

www.vauxhallwestmidlands.co.uk 

www.vauxhallwestmidlands.co.uk 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl.Ampera): Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 
(3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 

On the road prices include number plates, delivery, Vehicle Excise Duty, first registration fee and VAT. Offers available on orders or registrations between 8 April and 1 July 2015 subject to availability and are available to private individuals and small businesses 1-24 (purchase only). All other sales categories 
are excluded; cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Savings shown are against list price, for details refer to Vauxhall's current price guide. Offers may not apply to all Retailer stocks. UK-supplied vehicles only. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual 
performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 
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High Spec Windows and Conservatories Ltd 

FREE TRIPLE GLAZING!! 



To celebrate our 
23rd Birthday High- 
Spec Windows and 
Conservatories are 
giving you the customer 
FREE TRIPLE GLAZING! 

We are the largest manufacturer 
and installer in the Midlands 
operating on a 3.5 acre site with 
a 50,000 square foot factory 
fabricating up to 600, A-rated 
windows per week. Not only 
do we produce windows we 
have huge production range 
including composite and UPVC 
doors, conservatories, roofs, 
smoking shelters, verandas for 
alfresco dinning, Bi-fold doors, 
fascias, soffits, guttering, 
aluminium in a range of colours 
and much more. 

All our machinery is state of the 
art reducing our costs to you 


the customer. We also have our 
own toughening plant on site 
allowing us to give you additional 
discounts. You will always 
recognise our fitting teams in 
there fully sign written vans 
travelling all across the country. 
All our products are A-rated and 
come with 10 year warranty, 
insurance backed guarantee 
and are registered with Fensa. 

Come and visit our showroom, 
arrangeafactorytour(Saturdays 
only) or why not have a free, 
none obligation quotation in 
the comfort of your own home. 
Our sales team doesn’t work 
on commission so there is no 
pressure on you. 

So why not ring today for 
your free quotation on 
0121 544 4051. 

Free Phone 0800 007 5312 





KM 57124 


40 mm triple Glazing 


for price of double 


Bay windows 




HIGH-SPEC 

Windows & Conservatories 




BIGGEST 

Midlands Manufacture 
Over 50,000 sq ft factory 
VISITS ARRANGED 


FENSA 


C€© 


I x -_Porches 

tOyrs / 

Insurance 

Back »i» .. 

v“ ran * 

j £ a J' < Vf r ®nch/ 

Bi-Folds Doors 


RING NOW 0121 552 9777 
FREEPHONE 0800 007 5312 




Conservatories Open 7 days a week Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm I 

FACTORY & SHOWROOM - ROOD END ROAD, OLDBURY, B68 8SF L 

www.highspecinstallations.GO.ulc / hispec-sales@outlook. 


‘Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted 
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Brierley Hill 

Bathrooms 

01384 484088 


Special help for the 
disabled and elderly 
Baths removed and 
shower cubicle, seat, 
shower and tiles 
installed 


£ 1,950 


• Large Showroom 

• Helpful Staff 

• Free Survey 

10/11 Garratt Street, 
Brierley Hill DY5 1JD 

www.brierleyhillbaths.co.uk 


Free party 
as Beacon 
celebrates 
140 years 

A FREE family fun day will 
mark a sight-loss charity’s 140th 
anniversary celebrations. 

Beacon is hosting the celebra¬ 
tory event on Sunday, May 31, 
between 11am and 5pm in the 
grounds of Himley Hall. 

Entertainment will include 
Shooting Stars circus skills, 
Paws for Thought dog display 
team and the Animal Man 

Also making the day memo¬ 
rable will be retro style singing 
group the Miss Fortunes, Fusion 
rock choir, a funfair, storyteller 
and face painting. Admission is 
free and the event also include 
scraft stalls. 

Beacon chief executive Arwyn 
Jones said: “Our organisation 
has been supporting the blind 
and visually impaired since 
1875. Our focus continues to 
be on helping people with sight 
loss to live fuller and more inde¬ 
pendent lives within their local 
community. It is an issue that 
will continue to grow in society 
and the need for our services will 
therefore also grow. 

“We want to celebrate with the 
communities we work with and 
we are thrilled to be marking 
this important milestone with 
friends, neighbours and support¬ 
ers.” 

For more information visit 
www.beaconvision.org or call 
01902 880111. 


Building back in use 

A COMMUNITY building will 
reopen for polling day next 
month. Dudley Council agreed to 
transfer the former Sons of Rest 
in Halesowen to Hasbury Com¬ 
munity Association. 



Boot camp members watch personal trainer Richard Morris, of Kingswinford, put Jon Harper, of Wall Heath, and Paula Woods through their paces 


MORE than 50 fundraisers pushed 
themselves to the limit as part of 
a charity boot camp fitness chal¬ 
lenge. 

The rigorous morning of physical activity, 
organised by fitness instructor Richard Mor¬ 
ris, aimed to raise money for Birmingham Chil¬ 
dren’s Hospital’s hindbrain hernia unit, which 
helps young people suffering from a brain and 
spinal condition. 

Those who took part were subject to a fun 
but challenging session at Himley Cricket Club 
to help the cause. 

Richard, who has helped get hundreds into 
better shape with his Fit Body Boot Camps, 


hosted the charity session in honour of group 
member Paula Woods. Her two-year-old grand¬ 
son Harley Francis suffers from Chiari malfor¬ 
mation, where the lower part of the brain is 
pushed downwards towards the spinal cord, 
below the skull. 

Richard, who also runs camps at Oldbury 
Wells School in Bridgnorth and Bridgnorth 
Football Club, said: “It was wonderful to see so 
many people at the charity event. 

“The group did a lot of fun games but it was 
still a pretty tough camp and everyone did a 
great job to help raise money. We managed to 
raise over £300. 

“To watch a small child in pain is distressing 
and it’s awful knowing there is nothing you 


can do to take away the pain. This is why we 
wanted to raise money for this charity.” 

Paula, from Oldbury, said: “Harley was di¬ 
agnosed in January and put under the care of 
surgeons at the hospital. Because of the condi¬ 
tion, he will never be able to do things we may 
take for granted, such as horse riding, intense 
exercise or even heavy lifting. 

“It can also affect his co-ordination and bal¬ 
ance and he will have to be constantly moni¬ 
tored for the rest of his life.” 

Paula, who is taking part in a number of 
charity events to raise money, said: “It was 
wonderful that so many people turned up to 
take part in the fitness boot camp. The kind¬ 
ness of strangers is overwhelming.” 



CHRONICLE 


For Every Reader 
when you spend 
£20 or more at 
Hungry Horse 


Full details 
only in your 
Express & Star 
Saturday 
2nd Nay 


Express & Star 


Create a unique personalised gift 


If you’ve recently appeared in the Chronicle, 
why not order a copy of your photo? 

You could even turn your image into a canvass print, mug, 
glass coaster, jigsaw puzzle, mousemat and more! 


view and order online at: photosforsale. expressandstar. com 
or call: (01902) 319444 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm) 
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Too much emphasis put on 
exams, says business leader 


Driver hurt in 
ring road crash 

A VAN driver was injured in a crash in 
Stourbridge, which closed the town’s ring 
road for two hours. 

It happened on the ring road on Saturday 
just before 9pm. Firefighters from Stour¬ 
bridge and Brierley Hill attended the scene. 

Police were also called, closing off the 
road between Greenfield Avenue and En- 
ville Street. 

An ambulance crew arrived and treated 
the van driver for cuts and a wrist injury. 

The crash took place close to the town’s 
Tesco Extra store. 

The road was reopened shortly before 
11pm. 

Anyone with any information should con¬ 
tact police on 101. 


SCHOOLS are not being allowed to 
focus on the long-term prospects 
of pupils because of pressure to im¬ 
prove exams results, according to a 
business leader in the Black Country. 

Martin Dudley, from the Black Country 
Chamber of Commerce, made the com¬ 
ments, saying skills useful to business 
were being given ‘short shrift’. 


It came after the Labour Party announced 
proposals for a £50 million partnership between 
schools, colleges and universities, with a focus 
on both vocational and educational routes into 
work for students. 

Welcome 

Business leader Mr Dudley, chairman of the 
chamber’s skills group, said: “Although this is 
welcome news, because it proposes educators 
and business people work together to assure job 


prospects for young people, headteachers are 
not incentivised to focus on longer term, and, 
frankly, equally relevant, indicators. 

“I talk to many businesses day to day who are 
keen to work with schools,” he said. 

“These businesses recognise the need to nur¬ 
ture future talent but while academic achieve¬ 
ment remains the principal driver in education 
and vocational attainment is given short shrift, 
we are unlikely to succeed in shifting the current 
landscape.” 


Plea over mess 
outside school 

PEOPLE are being urged to ensure their 
dogs don’t foul the area outside a school 
following a plea from governors. 

Parents have complained to Wollescote 
Primary School after mess appeared on 
pavements outside. 

School governors said that they have 
also raised the issue with Dudley Council. 

A bin for dog mess is sited on a grassed 
area near the school but governors say the 
issue has persisted. 

School governor Abdul Qadus said: “It 
is a health hazard to the children and 
quite rightly parents are concerned about 
it.” 


Folk singing pub 
landlord has died 



Singer, landlord and teacher Geoff Bodenham died aged 71 


TRIBUTES have been paid to a talented folk singer, pub 
landlord and music teacher who was known throughout 
the Black Country and Shropshire. Geoff Bodenham has 
died aged 71. 

Mr Bodenham’s early music career saw him appear on 
The Black and White Minstrel Show and as a contestant 
on Opportunity Knocks with flautist Derek Craft, finishing 
runners-up to pianist Bobby Crush. 

Kingswinford-born Geoff taught English, maths and 
music in schools and prisons, eventually becoming head 
of music at Codsall Middle School. He died at the Royal 
Shrewsbury Hospital on April 11 following a short illness. 

Despite three open heart operations, he continued 
singing and running folk clubs. He lived in Codsall, Cod¬ 
sall Wood and eventually settled in Bridgnorth, where he 
bought and ran the Bell and Talbot pub with his wife Joan. 
He also served as a town councillor in Bridgnorth until 
2013. He took part in a zip-wire challenge in the mountains 
of Snowdonia six months ago for his 70th birthday, with his 
daughter Helen. 

His funeral was held at St Mary’s Church, Bridgnorth, 
on Monday. He is survived by his mother Betty, wife Joan, 
daughters Liza and Helen, stepchildren Paul, Helen and 
Stephen, and eight grandchildren. 

Society home loans 
buck national trend 

BLACK Country househunters are bucking the national 
trend, borrowing more money to buy new homes, new fig¬ 
ures reveal. 

While the upcoming election has dampened the housing 
market elsewhere in the country, the Tipton & Coseley 
Building Society says mortgage applications in the last 
three months have beaten last year’s figures. 

Between January and March this year, the society’s 
mortgage team processed £17.75m worth of home loan ap¬ 
plications, compared to £14.09m during the first quarter of 
last year - a rise of 26 per cent. Last month alone, the Tip- 
ton handled applications worth a combined £7.58m, 32 per 
cent up on March 2014 when applications totalled £5.71m. 

Richard Newton, the Tipton’s chief executive, said: 
“Judging by these continued upbeat figures, the political 
agenda certainly hasn’t dampened local people’s enthusi¬ 
asm to buy property.” 



COME AND EXPLORE OUR MASSIVE STORE 
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A FAMILY OWNED AND RUN BUSINESS FOR OVER 39 YEARS AND COUNTING & 
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£2m spent on agency workers 
in schools over six months 


MORE than £2 million was spent on agency staff at schools 
across Dudley in just six months, figures have revealed. 

Casual workers were brought into to cover sickness absences and 
maternity leave to ensure children did not miss lessons. 

A total of £2.14m has been spent across the borough since the beginning of 
the school year last September to February of this year. 


The head of children’s services at I 

Prolific golf 
shop thief is 
being sought 

A BRAZEN thief is still on the run 
after targeting golf shops across the 
West Midlands. 

Police forces from Staffordshire, 
West Midlands and West Mercia have 
said inquiries are still ongoing to 
track down the culprit. 

The thief, who is thought to be in 
his forties or fifties, targeted Penn 
Golf Shop last week and stole three 
Galvin green jackets and a jumper 
worth £1,500. 

Since then, up to 10 clubs have been 
in touch saying a man matching the 
same description had tried his luck. 

Clubs in Sandwell, Great Barr, 
Worfield, Wrekin, Sutton Coldfield, 
Telford, Aston Wood and Shirley con¬ 
tacted Mark Butler from the Penn 
shop last week. 

Two accomplices have since report¬ 
edly joined him during his latest raids. 
It is believed he has recently targeted 
shops nearly 140 miles away in Surrey 
for similar equipment. Anyone with 
information should call 101. 


dley Council described the outlay as a 
‘relatively small amount’. 

The figures, revealed under the 
Freedom of Information Act, did not 
include academies, which run inde¬ 
pendently, but related to primary 
schools, secondary schools and nurser¬ 
ies in the borough. The overall figure 
also incorporated special schools and 
referral units. 

The biggest bill for agency staff was 
at the Thorns Community College in 
Brierley Hill, which spent £152,000. 

More than 75 schools in Dudley 
have paid to use agency staff since 
September. 

Councillor Tim Crumpton, who is in 
charge of children’s services at Dudley 
Council, said it was important schools 
could replace absent teachers so chil¬ 
dren’s education was not affected. 

Absences 

He said: “It seems like a lot of 
money but it actually isn’t. Schools 
use agency staff to cover short-term 
and long-term absences. Schools have 
always had to do that and they control 
it themselves. Hopefully what they get 
is the best value for money.” 

Other big spenders in Dudley in¬ 
cluded the Coseley School, which 
spent £84,436 between September 
and February and Hillcrest School in 
Netherton, which spent £73,400 on 
agency staff. Of primary schools, Pri- 
oryPrimary School, Limes Road, Dud¬ 
ley, had the largest bill, spending more 
than £70,000 since September. 



England cricketer Danni Wyatt, centre, meets pupils Eden-Mae Ffrench and Chanaye Powell, both 13, at Oldbury Academy 

YOUNG cricketers from a Black They finished third despite their rel- men at the moment. We are definitely 
Country school were given their stern- ative inexperience against the opposi- trying to bring it in for girls. It is seen 
est test yet as they came up against tion. as more of a male sport but I’ve never 

England star Danni Wyatt. Sports leaders at the academy are known so many girls playing in the 

Members of Oldbury Academy’s keen to see the girls progress further tournament.” 
girls team were put through their and see their success as an opportu- Staffordshire-based spin bowler 
paces by the international cricketer nity to get more girls playing the sport. Danni, who was part of the 2013 Ashes 
during a visit to the school. PE teacher Petrina Ellis said: “We winning team, put the pupils through 

The visit was arranged following are trying to get some leagues going, their paces during a four-hour coach- 
the pupils’ impressive performance in A lot of the girls are saying the Eng- ing session and also got involved with 
a Staffordshire Cricket competition, land women’s team are better than the the action herself. 


Massive road 
scheme faces 
the scrapheap 

THE £65 million overhaul of the 
M6 Junction 10 island faces the sc¬ 
rapheap if work does not start within 
five years. 

A 2020 deadline has been placed on 
the project, which aims to improve 
one of the busiest motorway junctions 
in the country. 

The aim is to cut down on the 
chronic congestion that cripples the 
island and motorway every day, im¬ 
proving traffic flow by doubling the 
number of lanes and building im¬ 
proved bridges. 

However, it has emerged that if the 
2020/21 deadline isn’t hit, the project 
will be frozen and traffic jams ‘exacer¬ 
bate’ in the future. 

Walsall Council highways bosses 
have come out fighting, promising 
that the ambitious project will go 
ahead as planned and be completed 
by 2020. 

Under the initial plans, lanes going 
over the motorway will increase from 
two to four with the bridges rebuilt. 

The M6 slip roads will be widened 
along with improvements to the Wol¬ 
verhampton Road and Bloxwich Lane 
junction. There will also be some mod¬ 
ification work to the Black Country 
Route. 

In a planning application docu¬ 
ment, Rachel Telfer, senior transport 
planner at the council, warned of the 
potential impact of work not starting. 

Buffery Park to host 
dog day charity event 

A SPECIAL event to raise funds for 
charity K9 Search UK is being held in 
a Dudley park. 

Paws in the Buffery is being held 
at Buffery Park, Prospect Row, on 
the May 4 bank holiday Monday from 
11am to 5pm. The event being run 
with the Friends and Residents of 
Buffery Park will include a fun dog 
show, display and charity stalls. 

K9 Search UK helps reunite stray 
dogs with their owners. 
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London Theatre Breaks 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 


Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £159." 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your 
ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs 
Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for 
shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £229." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade plus 
two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel 
supplements may apply). Includes a top priced ticket for a 
Friday evening performance. 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139." 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149." 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London 
for shopping and sightseeing. 

For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the matinee 
performance before heading to the hotel for an evening meal. The 
Saturday Night option includes a ticket for the show to see an 
evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star 
outer London hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick-up points offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single rooms subject to availability - supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 






For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 






















£2.2m homes project 
at former school site 



An artist’s impression of how the 19th century Mount Pleasant School in Coseley will look when converted into homes 


IT was used to teach hun¬ 
dreds of schoolchildren 
when it first opened its doors 
for lessons in 1879. 

But now, more than 130 years 
later, a former school in Coseley 
will converted into 16 modern 
homes in a £2.2 million project. 

The old Mount Pleasant School in 
Coseley will be transformed under the 
plans by Dudley Council. 

The ambitious scheme has been 
backed by council planners, paving the 
way for work to start if members of the 


council’s planning committee agree 
and give the proposals the go-ahead. 

Councillors have been recommended 
to approve the vision for the site, 
which was built as a school in 1879 at 
a cost of £3,600 for 500 pupils. 

The school closed 117 years later 
and the building then became the 
home of Dudley archives and local 
history service. The archives moved 
to a new purpose built centre near the 
Black Country Living Museum in Tip- 
ton Road last year and since then the 
building has been empty. 

Under the plans, the building will 
be converted into 16 new homes for 


rent. There will be 15 terraced houses 
located within the structure of the 
converted building and one detached 
house on the site. All but two of the 
houses will have gardens and there 
will be 27 parking spaces provided. 

The architect’s plans will see as 
much of the original architecture and 
features retained as possible. 

A report by planning officer Faisal 
Agha, which will go before councillors 
at a meeting on Monday says: “The 
development proposes the conversion 
of a vacant heritage asset and would 
make a positive contribution to the 
character of the area.” 



SPRING SMASH & GRAB 


WE’VE SMASHED THE PRICES 

YOU GRIB THE BLUE CROSS BARGAINS 


BLUE CROSS BARGAINS 
THROUGHOUT THE STORE 
Mfe promise no reasonable 
offer refused on 100’s of 
stock suites, sofas, beds 
& bedroom furniture 


Christiania 

3 seater & 2 seater 
recliner in choice of 
black or antique 
brown was £179? 



Luxury orthopaedic divan set 
Belgian damask hand tufted 
3ft Was £39? 

X£149 

4'6 ft Was£39?£^^^^a 

X£199 

5'0 ft Was £499 

X£249 

Drawers available' 



Fashion Beds & Headboards 

Big selection of desigr 
bed frames & h —“~- 



York 

Attractive quilted ortho divan set 
in peach Belgian damask 
3ft Was £24? 

X 

£124.50 


4'6 Was £34? 

X 

£174.50 available at extra 



Ottoman Storage bedframe with easy gas lift action. 
Loads of storage. Strong metal tubular frame upholstered in 
expresso brown fabric 
Single was£299- 

X£199 

Double was £399- 

X&229 

King was £49? 

X£259 | 

Mattress Extra 


Want a spe< 
iattress? 


Extra soft? 
Extra firm? 
Special size? 

Your bespoke 
mattress made 

factory 
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£1,000,000 WORTH OF SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE STOCK DRASTICALLY REDUCED IN PRICE 


FURNITURE FACTORY 

OUTLET STORE 

BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE „o™ G sZrday 

UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, I0AM-6PM 

CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, DUDLEY DY4 7RG Sunday ioam-4pm 

TEL: 012 1 557 6885 EE! E -• t 


LuuaiiTO 


V 
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Did you know that, 80% of 
our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 

31st May 2015 


csMiosm GDsCisczmj© 1M&] 

Replace Your Tired Kitchen, 
Bathroom or Bedroom with a 


mrAwmanm m 


qSMEN! . 


Replace Only What’s Needed, 



PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today!! 

0121 550 4821 

Offers cannot be combined 


All types of 
Flooring supplied 
and Wet Wall 
Solutions for 
Bathrooms 

Range of 
Kitchens, 
Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit 
all budgets 


OVER 100 DOOR STYLES 
AVAILABLE IN ALL 
COLOURS. 

WORKTOPS AVAILABLE 
STANDARD, QUARTZ 
ENCORE AND WOOD. 

ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES BESPOKE 
MADE TO 
MEASURE SIZES 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 







Homeowners... 

Looking to sen7 

Enhance the prospects of selling your properly - stunning 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just mowed in7 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom ana allow us to show your home's true potential 

Bring us your dream putures and we will bring them to life! 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to ottering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market • 

THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

'We have customers who would be more than happy to 
show you the excellent standard of work' 



Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace...” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
“...totally professional from 
beginning to end...” 


CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 

www.qkm.org.uk WE WILL NOT LET YOU DOWNM 


The largest working Luce kitchen 
in the Midlands at 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL Tel 01384 232413 
Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm, Saturdays 10am - 4pm 

Head Office & Showroom Stourport Showroom 

Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill 33 High Street, 

Halesowen B63 3LZ Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 

0121 550 4821 01299 877718 

Open Mon - Fri 9.30am - 5.00pm 
Sat Closed 


Open Mon - Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm 
Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, April 23, 2015 



















































































Dudley Chronicle Thursday, April 23, 2015 


28 


star ★extraTRAVEL 

For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star, offers a 
wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your security, our tour opera¬ 
tors are members of ABTA - the Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air 
Travel Organisers Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless 
otherwise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take bookings 
over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages for full description 
plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up points 
offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the 
exception of holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 



Dubrovnik, the 
Dalmatian Coast 


and Montenegro 


Eight days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£799 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights half-board accommodation 

• Guided visits of Dubrovnik and Split 

• Visit to Krka National Park 

• Tours of the Dalmatian Coast and Montenegro 

• Visits to Trogir and Mostar 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement 
, applies 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Carcasonne, Lake Garda 

Avignon and Provence Venice and Verona 


Six days various departure dates 


Eight days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£449 


• Return flights 

• Five nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Guided walking tour and time to explore Carcassonne 

• Full day visit to Avignon and the Roman Pont du Gard 

• Canal du Midi cruise 

• All coaching in France 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£629 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights half-board accommodation 

• Tour of Lake Garda 

• Guided sightseeing tours of Venice and Verona 

• Tour of the Dolomites (with an optional cable car ride 
payable locally) 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Air Holidays (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


London Weekend Ladies Day at 

by rail Royal Ascot 


Afternoon Tea at the Lindisfarne and The 
Houses of Parliament Alnwick Garden 


Two days various departure dates 


Two days departing June 17 


Four days departing 

August 14, September 18 and October 9 Three days departing June 12 and Sept 18 



PRICE FROM 


£ 129. 95 


• Return standard class rail travel (upgrade offered) 

• Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation at a 
choice of four-star London hotels 

• Free time in London 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Three-day option also offered from £189.95 
Organised by Omega Short Breaks (ABTA Y5914) 



PRICE FROM 


£149 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

• Entrance to the Silver Ring at Royal Ascot (upgrade to 
Grandstand Admission offered for £42 per person) 

• Visit to Windsor 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Book by May 2 and receive 10% discount - telephone 
bookings only 

Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 



PRICE FROM 


£299 


• Return coach travel 

• Three nights half-board accommodation 

• Guided tour of the Houses of Parliament and afternoon 
tea in the Terrace Pavilion of the House of Commons 

• Visit to St Albans 

• Visits to Kenwood House and Kensington Palace 

• Visit to the Royal Air Force museum London 

• Services of a tour driver 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 

Book by May 2 and receive 10% discount - telephone 
bookings only 

Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 



PRICE FROM 


£195 


• Return coach travel 

• Two nights half-board accommodation 

• Visit to Durham 

• Tour of Northumbria’s heritage coastline 

• Visit to Lindisfarne 

• Entrance to The Alnwick Garden 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


London Theatre by coach 


Two days selected weekend departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£ 139 . 95 * 


af^jl 

f * JTf 



London is the natural home of theatre and the musical is king in 
the capital’s world-famous West End. British musicals that prove 
a runaway success here often go on to triumph on Broadway and 
around the globe. 

The winning combination of engaging writing, captivating stage 
design and commanding performance has enabled London 
theatres to achieve box office smashes time and time again. 
And it’s the songs that make people return to the capital a 
number of times and some of the most well-known tunes 
have become part of the national canvas. 

There are two options travelling by coach from which to 
choose, Saturday Night Theatre or a Theatre Weekend 
with Dinner. 

The Saturday Night Theatre break, from £139.95, includes a 
ticket for the evening show, whereas the Theatre Weekend with 
Dinner option starts from £149.95 and includes an evening meal 
following the matinee performance. 

Both trips include return coach travel, a choice of theatre ticket 
from an extensive list of shows, overnight bed and breakfast 
accommodation in an outer-London four-star hotel, along with 
some free time in the capital for shopping or sightseeing. 

Pick-ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

*The from price and price bands vary for each show - see 
brochure/web page for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 


The Rhine Valley and 
Strasbourg by Eurostar 


Seven days various departure dates 




PRICE FROM 


£659 


Visit some of the most fascinating and 
beautiful sights straddling the banks of the 
River Rhine. 

A tour is included of the scenic Rhine Valley and the 
most picturesque stretch, its gorge. See the vine- 
covered hillsides and half-ruined castles on seemingly 
every summit, passing through fairytale villages along 
the way. 

Nestling by the River Neckar, in a valley dominated by 
its castle, Heidelberg’s setting is second to none. The town itself is a maze of historic, baroque and gabled 
buildings lining the river, with its romantic old-town behind, here a guided walking tour is included. 

Follow the ‘High Road’ through the Black Forest experiencing some of central Europe’s most stunning scenery, 
with rugged valleys full of white-water rivers, cascading waterfalls and huge densely packed pine trees 

Three nights are spent in Strasbourg, where a 
walking tour is included of this unique and 
cosmopolitan city. The 11th century cathedral is 
stunning as is the 16th century old town bisected 
by picturesque canals. 

South of Strasbourg is a scenic wine route, an 
open air museum of medieval villages, cobbled 
streets and chateaux with rolling hills behind. A 
drive and tasting of some of Alsace’s fine wines 
are included here. 

There is also some free time in Aachen, 
originally a Roman Spa town with its cathedral, 
some of which dates from the 8th century, and 
Colmar, the best-preserved city in Eastern 
France, much of it dating from the 6th century. 


PRICE INCLUDES 

‘ fromLondon ard C ' aSS S6at °" Eurostar a "d TGV 

Return rail connections to London 

fwo^ers^ breakfaSt accomm °dation 

Tour of the Rhine Valley 

Wsi'tstoA^h 0 ' S A ra ? b0Ur9 and Heidelberg 
visits to Aachen, Colmar and the Rlark 

Tour of Alsace's scenic wine road ^ 
Services of a tour manager 
Single rooms subject to availability - 
supplement applies y 

Oyanised by Riviera Travel^ (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 
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Classic on Brum 
stage - Page 31 
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V ' 

For full listings see 


Blues dude 

Seasick Steve gig 
preview-Page 31 


*'■ 

every Friday 


LEO 


INTRODUCING NEW 
PLATINUM TOURS 

A range of new and exciting weekend, 
midweek and continental Breaks - 
all accommodated at quality hotels! 


ROMANTIC PARIS & VERSAILLES 

Join us for this excellent value three night 
break, accommodated at the Hilton Orly Hotel. 
Price includes: 

Modern Coach Travel 
Ferry Crossings 
3 Nights Hilton Hotel 
Buffet Breakfasts 
Short Tour of Paris 
Evening Transfers into Paris 
Visit to Versailles 

DATE PRICE 

Friday 14 August £239.00 

Friday 25 September £239.00 


<(«) 

Ililton 


Incas*. 


0ABTA 

cpt 


CALL: 01902 207100 


VISIT www.leonsholidays.co.uk 


CALL TODAY FOR THE NEW 


PLATINUM BROCHURE 


LEUVEN & DIAMONDS 

A 4 Star Hotel, tour of the famous Stella Artois 
Brewery and a visit to the City of Diamonds! 
Includes: 

Modern Coach Travel 
Ferry Crossings 

3 Nights Novotel Leuven Centre * 

Buffet Breakfasts ACCOR 

Tour of Stella Artois Brewery 

Visit to Antwerp 

Tour of Diamondland 

DATE PRICE 

Monday 27 July £199.00 


WEEKENDS 

♦ Cotswolds & Stratford ♦ Chester & Liverpool ♦ 
♦ Cardiff & Gloucester ♦ London & Windsor ♦ 

♦ Harrogate, Durham & Beamish ♦ 

♦ Royal Ascot & Windsor ♦ Hilton Waldorf ♦ 

♦ London - BBC Studios & London Eye ♦ 

MIDWEEKS 

♦ Solent Waves &The New Forest ♦ 

♦ Paignton ♦ Scenic Snowdonia ♦ 

CONTINENTAL 

♦ Killarney &The Ring of Kerry ♦ 

♦ Bruges, Veurne, Ypres & Ostend ♦ 


NOW PICKING UP AT 
DUDLEY, WALSALL & 
WOLVERHAMPTON! 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, April 23, 2015 
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Listings for April 24 - 30 


GREAT VALUE 

COACH HOLIDAYS 


• Return coach travel from throughout the West Midlands 
> Dinner, bed b breakfast and entertainment at most hotels 
• Free excursion programme 



BOURNEMOUTH 

D-Day Museum $ Portsmouth Harbour Cruise 

4 DAYS 19 Jun, 31 Jul, 14 Aug 

5 DAYS 11, 25 May, 8, 29 Jun, 6, 20 Jul 

TORQUAY 

$ Eden Project 

4 DAYS 1, 22, 29 May, 19, 26 Jun 

5 DAYS 11 May, 8, 29 Jun, 6 Jul, 3 Aug 


LONGLEAT SAFARI 5 3ungle Cruise 




EASTBOURNE 

Brighton $ Sussex Coast 

4 DAYS 1, 22 May, 26 Jun, 17 Jul 

5 DAYS 11, 18, 25 May, 8, 22 Jun 
7 DAYS 14, 28 Jun, 12, 26 Jul, 9, 23 Aug, 6 Sep 

SANDOWN/SHANKLIN 

Isle o£ Wight 

4 DAYS 1, 22 May, 19, 26 Jun 

5 DAYS 11, 18, 25 May, 15, 22, 29 Jun 
7 DAYS 24 May, 14, 21, 28 Jun, 5, 12, 19, 26 Jul 


• Paris • Ostend • Amsterdam • Austrian Tyrol 

• Valkenburg • Rhine Valley • Lake Garda & Venice 

• Krakov • Prague • Sound of Music 50th Anniversary 
Tour • Dublin • Donegal • Giants Causeway 

• Costa Brava Christmas • Bavaria • Costa Brava & 
Barcelona • Croatia • Tuscany • Disneyland Paris 

plus many more... Visit travelstyletours.co.uk' 


RAMSBOTTOM STEAM $ Crich Tramway 

30 May, 4 Jul, 15 Aug, 

5 Sep, 3, 31 Oct 

2 DAYS 

£79.95 J 

CORONATION STREET $ Liverpool 

16 May, 13 Jun, 

11, 25 Jul, 8, 22 Aug 

2 DAYS 

£79.95 J 

LIVERPOOL $ Chester 

16 May, 13 Jun, 11 Jul, 

8 Aug, 19 Sep, 10 Oct, 7 Nov 

2 DAYS 

£59.95 J 

r LLANGOLLEN STEAM $ Anderton Boat LiPt 

30 May, 4 Jul, 15 Aug, 

12 Sep, 24 Oct 

2 DAYS 
£79.95 , 


Also available 


ELVIS AT 
THE 02 

MISS 

SAIGON 

BEAMISH 
& WHITBY 

YARMOUTH 
b CROMER 

6 Jun, 18 Jul 2 DAYS 

20 Jun, 10 Oct 2 DAYS 

BBSS 

16 May, 4 Jul 2 DAYS 

■SHH1 

29 May, 18 Sep 3 DAYS 

IEHH1 

WARNER 

STUDIOS 

LLANDUDNO 

ELVIS WEEKEND 

WINDERMERE 
& BRONTE 

BATH& 

STEAM TRAIN 

20 Jun, 25 Jul 2 DAYS 

15 May, 26 Jun 3 DAYS 

ILJkJS 

9 May, 13 Jun 2 DAYS 

ighe i 

2 May, 18 Jul 2 DAYS 

I5HH1 

■ £99.95 1 

CHESTER ZOO 

WOOLTOim! 

MYSTERY 

We choose-you save! 

YORK & 
SKIPTON 

CARDIFF 

MURDER MYSTERY 

8,22 Aug 2 DAYS 

IFHH1 

2,9,16,23,30 May 2 DAYS 

16 May, 13 Jun 2 DAYS 

E-kBi 

30 May, 27 Jun 2 DAYS 

ii wm 


TraOelstyle 

Mies more smiles * 

Call for brochure 

0844 682 0086 


travelstyletours.co.uk 


Freddie 

Starr 



Sunday, 7.30pm 

Robin 2, Bilston 

The madcap comedy legend that is 

Freddie Starr is once again thrilling UK 

audiences with a brand new hilarious 

show which he brings to the Robin 2 in 

Bilston this weekend. 

Visit www.therobin.co.uk 


Oily 

Murs 



Sun, Mon, Tues, 8pm 
Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 

Armed with new album ‘Never Been 
Better’, which includes the swaggering 
first single ‘Wrapped Up’, Oily Murs is 
taking up residence in Birmingham for 
three nights. 

Visit www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 


Slade 

Convention 


TO CEUNUTt *J0 fflKE 

iw must of t» (iuul nut 

SLADE IN FLAME 

SLADE 

CONVENTION 

SATURDAY tSfk APRIL 


Saturday, from 12pm 

Robin 2, Bilston 

Head to the Robin 2 this weekend for 

a celebration of all things Slade. The 

convention marks the 40th anniversary 

of the release of seminal film Slade In 

Flame. 

Visit www.therobin.co.uk 


Noah 

Stewart 



Saturday, 8pm 
Town Hall, B’ham 
Noah Stewart, the dashing young 
Harlem tenor, is one of international 
opera’s most talked about singers. He 
returns to the UK and the Midlands 
with a sensational new show. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


ROCK & POP 

Oily Murs 

Sun, Mon, Tue at 8pm, 

£33.89 - £62.58 
Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2PZ. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Slade Convention 

Saturday at 12pm, £9 - £28 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Band Of Friends featuring Gerry 
McAvoy 

Friday at 7.30pm, £15-£16 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Higher-On-Maiden + 

Saxonised 

Thu at 7.30pm, £8-£10 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Calabrese 

Thu at 7pm, £6.60 
The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1HR 
Call 01902 552106 

Von Hertzen Brothers 

Saturday at 7pm, £13.20 
The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1HR 
Call 01902 552106 

The Smyths 

Friday at 6.30pm, £13.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Future Rock Stars 2015 

Sun at 4pm, £10-£10.50 
Artrix Arts Centre, Bromsgrove, 
B61 1PQ. Call 01527 577330 

Mike + the Mechanics 

Mon at 7.30pm, £32 - £36 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, B1 
2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

MHA Talent Presents Shawn 
Smith 

Sun at 7.30pm, £16 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 

Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

The Jack Ratts 

Saturday at 7.30pm, Free 
Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 
DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Man Overboard 

Wed at 7pm, £8.80 
The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1HR 
Call 01902 552106 

A Black Country night out 

Tue at 7.30pm, £15-£17 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

The Jar Family 

Saturday at 8pm, 

£6.50-£13 

Lichfield Guildhall, WS13 6LU. 
Call 01543 262223 


Black 

Wed at 8pm, £15 

Artrix Arts Centre, Bromsgrove, 

B61 1PQ. Call 01527 577330 

White House Cancer Charity 
Event 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

John McCullagh 

Saturday at 8pm, £8 
Newhampton Arts Centre, Wol¬ 
verhampton, WV1 4AN. 

Call 01902 572090 

The Kilkennys 

Tue at 7.30pm, £17 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 1DE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Chris Murray 

Tue at 7.30pm, £4 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 

Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 


FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

Heidi Browne 

Tue at 7.30pm, £8 

Festival Drayton Centre, Market 

Drayton, TF9 3AX. 

Call 01630 654444 

Brewood Acoustic Club 
Singers’ Night 

Thu at 8pm, £2 (£1 singers) 
Brewood Cricket Club, ST19 9HX. 
Call 01902 850422 

Julie Felix 

Wed at 7.45pm, £11 
Red Lion Folk Club, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7LY. Call 0121 
472 4253 

Common Folk: Singers’ Night 

Thu at 8.30pm, £1 
Pelsall Cricket & Sports Club, 
Walsall, WV3 4BP 
Call 07910 632695 

Seasick Steve - SOLD OUT 

Wed at 7pm, £25.85 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 1RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Anti-Capitalist Roadshow 

Friday at 7.30pm, £10 - £15 
Irish Centre, Digbeth, 

Birmingham, B12 0LN. 

Call 0121 622 2314 


RNB& SOUL 

Kwabs 

Saturday at 7pm, 

£10.00 Adv 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Jukebox and Bobby Sox 

Saturday at 7.30pm, 

£16.50-£17.50 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 1 DE. 

Call 01543 578762 


JAZZ & BLUES 

Joe Longthorne 

Friday at 7.30pm, £22.50 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Blues Caravan 2015 

Wed at 7.30pm, £12-£15 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

The Harp Live Jazz (April) 

Sun at 12.30pm, Tue at 8.30pm, 
Free 

The Harp Hotel, Albrighton, 

WV7 3JF. Call 01902 374381 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

Noah Stewart 

Saturday at 8pm, £30 

Town Hall Birmingham, B3 3DQ. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Birmingham St George’s Day 

Saturday at 6pm, £15 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, B1 
2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Beyond Classical 

Wed at 5.30pm, Free 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, B1 
2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Cavalleria Rusticana 

Saturday at 5.30pm, £10 - 
£26.50 

Conquest Theatre, Bromyard, 
HR7 4DU. 

Call 01885 488575 

Czech Philharmonic perform 
Mahler 

Friday at 7.30pm, £9.50 - £44 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

CBSO Family Concert 

Sun at 2.30pm, £10 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, B1 
2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Blake in Harmony 

Wed at 7.30pm, £20 
Lichfield Garrick Theatre and 
Studio, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

THEATRE 

Dirty Dusting 

Thu at 7.30pm, £20 - £21 
Lichfield Garrick Theatre and 
Studio, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

That’ll Be The Day 

Friday at 7.30pm, 

£11 - £26.90 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

A Night Of Dirty Dancing 

Thu at 7.30pm, £17-£21 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 


Dirty Dancing 

Thu at 7.30pm, £20 - £55 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

The Bodyguard The Musical 

Saturday, Wed at 2.30pm, Friday, 
Saturday, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu at 
7.30pm, £18-£49.50 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Shrek the Musical 

Friday, Saturday at 7.30pm, 

Sun at 1pm, 5pm, Saturday at 
2.30pm, £18.50-£45 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

The Producers 

Friday, Saturday at 7.30pm, Sat¬ 
urday at 2.30pm, 

£15-£41.40 

New Alexandra Theatre, 

Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Ouercus 

Saturday at 8pm, £16 - £18 
Arena Theatre, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1SE. Call 01902 321321 

The Turn of the Screw 

Friday, Saturday, Tue, Wed, Thu 
at 7.45pm, £7 - £11 
Blue Orange Theatre, 
Birmingham, B18 6AD. 

Call 0121 212 2643 

Two 

Friday, Saturday at 7.30pm, 

£9-£10.50 
The Rose Theatre, 

Kidderminster, DY10 2RX. 

Call 01562 743745 

The Producers 

Friday, Saturday at 7.30pm, Sat¬ 
urday at 2.30pm, 

£13.25-£15.75 
Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. Call 01527 65203 

Poetry Slam 

Tue at 7pm, £4.75 - £6.75 
Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. Call 01527 65203 

Feed The Beast 

Friday, Saturday at 7.45pm, Sat¬ 
urday at 2.45pm, Mon, Tue, Wed, 
Thu at 7.45pm, Thu at 2.45pm, 
£ 12-£20 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Rebecca 

Mon at 7pm, Tue, Wed, Thu at 
7.30pm, Thu at 2pm, 

£13.50-£35 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

The King and I 

Friday, Saturday at 7.30pm, 
Saturday at 2.30pm, 

£10 - £18 

Lichfield Garrick Theatre and 
Studio, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 


In Praise of Love - Terence 
Rattigan 

Friday, Saturday at 7.45pm, 
£7.75 

Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

Palach 

Friday at 2pm, 7.30pm, 

£5-£8 

The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 

The Pirates of Penzance 

Wed, Thu at 7.30pm, 

£7.50-£15 

The Crescent Theatre, 

Birmingham, 

B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 

Manifest 

Saturday at 7.30pm, 

£5 - £7.50 

The Drum, Aston on Carrant, 
Birmingham, B6 4UU. 

Call 0121 333 2400 

Flying the Nest 

Wed at 11.30am, 1.30pm, 

£5 - £8.50 
Arena Theatre, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 1SE. 

Call 01902 321321 

5 Soldiers 

Friday, Saturday at 7.30pm, Sat¬ 
urday at 2pm, £20 
Birmingham Repertory 
Theatre, B1 2ER 
Call 0121 236 4455 

DANCE 

The 2015 Lichfield & 
Burntwood Schools Dance 
Festival 

Tue at 7pm, £14 
Lichfield Garrick Theatre and 
Studio, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

COMEDY 

Freddie Starr 

Sun at 7.30pm, £18-£19 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Stewart Francis 

Friday at 7pm, 

£17.50-£20.35 
The Wulfrun, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 3HH. 

Call 01902 552106 

Andy Parsons Live and 
Unleashed 

Wed at 8pm, £15-£15.75 
Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

Dylan Moran: Off the Hook 

Thu at 8pm, £26 - £27.90 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 31 


Time to dream of 
Nlanderley again 



Jealous bride — Mrs de Winter (Imogen Sage) and Maxim de Winter (Tristan Sturrock) in Rebecca, pictures Steve Tanner 


LAST night I dreamt I went to Man- 
derley again... has gone down as one 
of the most famous opening lines, fea¬ 
tured in Daphne du Maurier’s 1938 
novel and the film made by Alfred 
Hitchcock two years later, starring 
Joan Fontaine and Laurence Olivier. 

The psychological drama set on a 
Cornish country estate tells of a bride 
living in the shadow of her husband’s 
dead first wife. Following the mysteri¬ 
ous death of the eponymous Rebecca, 


Maxim de Winter returns to Mander- 
ley with his young bride who finds 
herself consumed by jealousy when 
surrounded by memories of the glam¬ 
orous Rebecca. 

The new Mrs de Winter sets out to 
uncover the secrets lurking in Man- 
derley mansion but finds herself in 
conflict with sinister housekeeper 
Mrs Danver, who is still fiercely de¬ 
voted to her late mistress. 

Emma Rice, the award-winning 


director of West End hit Brief En¬ 
counter, has adapted du Maurier’s 
classic story for Kneehigh Theatre 
and it comes on tour to Birmingham 
Repertory Theatre from Monday to 
Saturday. 

Mrs de Winter is played by Imogen 
Sage with Tristan Sturrock as Maxim 
and Emily Raymond as Mrs Danvers. 

See www.birmingham-rep.co.uk for 
further details or call the box office on 
0121 236 4455. 



Seasick Steve 
is sonic surfing 

SEVENTY something singer and guitarist Steven Wold — 
AKA Seasick Steve — has been a cowboy, a carnival worker, a 
hobo, a busker on the streets of Paris, and a record producer, 
since he left his California home to ride the rails as a 13-year- 
old in the mid 1950s. 

No wonder then that the bearded bluesman is also one of 
music’s great raconteurs. 

At the last night of his latest tour, the audience at a full 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall on Wednesday, April 29, can ex¬ 
pect some entertaining stories amid the fiercely played gui¬ 
tar — usually homemade from odd components that have 
included car hubcaps — and raw bones blues from the seven 
albums he has released since his 2004 debut Cheap brought 
him to the attention of a wider public. 

The latest album came out this year, Sonic Soul Surfer, 
including hit track Summertime Boy. To hear it at it’s best, 
Steve has been recommending audiences to buy the vinyl 
version. Steve will be joined by similarly hirsute drummer 
Dan Magnuson, playing tracks from the new album and old 
favourites such as Dog House Boogie . 

He said: “There’s no comfort when I play. None of my gui¬ 
tars are any good. It’s like with that hubcap thing, the bridge 
is just an old engine bolt and if you bump it, it goes com¬ 
pletely out of tune. So it’s like this battle to get through the 
song and when I get to the end I’m so relieved.” 

For further details see www.wolvescivic.co.uk but tickets 
will be pretty hard to come by for the hobo turned music hero. 


Harry and Paul on 
tour with legends 

COMIC actors Harry Enfield 
and Paul Whitehouse will be 
performing in Wolverhampton 
on their first joint UK tour. 

The pair will be presenting 
their classic comedy characters 
in the Civic Hall on November 
1 as part of the Legends! tour. 
Tickets cost £32,50 and £37.50. 

The tour will also see them 
perform at the Barclaycard 
Arena, Birmingham, on Novem¬ 
ber 7. 

Enfield said: “We’ve wanted 
to put our TV characters into 
a live tour for a while and now 
seems the right time to get to¬ 
gether and do this. We’ve never 
performed them live before, so 
we’re really looking forward to 
the tour.” 


Gloomy views to 
make you giggle 

DOWNBEAT Irish comedian 
Dylan Moran, star of Black 
Books, brings his blend of cyn¬ 
icism and philosophy to Bir¬ 
mingham Symphony Hall on 
Thursday, April 30, as part of 
his massive Off The Hook tour. 

Tickets cost £25 (plus fee), 
available from www.thsh.co.uk 
or on 0121 345 0600. 

Other comedy highlights in¬ 
clude Jimmy Carr at Wolver¬ 
hampton Civic Hall on May 2, 
the same night that Stewart 
Lee is at the Symphony Hall. 
Tonight Andy Parsons is at the 
Wulfrun Hall, Wolverhampton, 
and tomorrow his Mock The 
Week colleague Stewart Francis 
plays the Wulfrun Hall. 


Shot of rock at 
The Vaccines gig 

THE Vaccines have announced 
a date in Wolverhampton as 
part of their latest tour. 

The indie darlings recently 
played a string of sold-out gigs 
at intimate venues. They will 
now embark on a nationwide 
tour to coincide with third 
album English Graffiti, which is 
released next month. 

The tour will begin in Black¬ 
pool on November 10 before 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall hosts 
them on November 17. Tickets 
are £27.50. Call 0870 320 7000. 

The Vaccines shot to fame in 
2011 with debut album What 
Did You Expect from The Vac¬ 
cines? then Come of Age fol¬ 
lowed in 2012. 
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eating out 



Pop in - and bring a hearty appetite with you 


Bacon and cheese topped burger inside doughnut Traditional - the Woodman Inn has a homely feel and is suitable for all the family 



Doughnut, burger, or try both 
together in this tasty challenge 


A CURSORY glance at the menu 
of The Woodman in Bilbrook and 
one thing is readily apparent. 

The influence of Man Vs Food has ex¬ 
tended far enough that it’s reached a sleepy 
little village on the Wolverhampton to 
Shrewsbury line. 

Man Vs Food is an American cuisine 
show, in the loosest sense of the term. Its 
host Adam Richman tours the USA visiting 
what he’s proud to call ‘pig out spots’ - din¬ 
ers and restaurants serving junk in the way 
that only Americans can do it; large, gooey 
and fried at least once. 

Often the food looks amazing, sometimes 
it’s horrific, but one constant is that every 
week Adam attempts one of his nation’s 
many restaurant food challenges. 

Which brings us to the Woodman Inn 
on a very busy Thursday night. Part of the 
Flaming Grill pub chain, it boasts not one, 


By Pete Cashnore 

but three, food challenges. The most easily 
navigable is the Flaming Challenge Burger, 
which packs in two 12oz beefburgers, two 
breaded chicken breast fillets, spicy chilli 
beef, cheese slices, onion, crispy bacon, 
onion rings - and a double portion of chips. 

The bold among you may favour the 
Trash Can Challenge, a giant rack of BBQ 
ribs, large cheese and bacon burger, chilli 
beef sundae, southern-fried chicken skewer, 
onion rings, corn, double portion of baked 
beans and a triple order of chips. Complete 
any of the challenges and you can get your 
photo on a Wall Of Fame. 

Or, should you be completely insane, you 
can have one of the pub’s rather excellent 
steaks served with ghost chilli sauce. This 
sauce typically registers more than one 
million of the Scoville Scale of chilli heat - 


that’s 900 times hotter than Tabasco. 

But I haven’t come here for any of that. 
I’m here to sample one of the pub’s other 
American-style innovations - the doughnut 
burger. Which is - steel yourselves now - a 
beefburger patty served in a glazed dough¬ 
nut instead of a bread bun. 

Oddity 

It’s sweet and savoury, but not as we 
know it. I must admit that I approached 
this oddity with some trepidation, so I de¬ 
cided to round out my meal with Cajun 
onion rings and chilli beef-topped cheesy 
chips. In the end, though, my chips came 
un-chillied and devoid of cheese. The bar 
manager suggested that I try my chips with 
the ghost chilli dip instead. In fact, he prac¬ 
tically insisted I do. And so I did. 

Elsewhere, my fellow diners decided on a 
super-sized version of fish and chips called 


The Codfather. It featured a battered cod 
fillet that clearly had a blue whale some¬ 
where in its family lineage, a double portion 
of chips and peas; and half a chicken with 
Peri Peri sauce and chips. 

So. What can I tell you about a doughnut 
burger? Well, my particular one was layered 
thus: half a glazed doughnut, tomato, let¬ 
tuce, burger, cheese, bacon, burger, cheese, 
bacon, other half of glazed doughnut. The 
Cajun onion rings, a snip at just £1.49, 
were plentiful, and placed next to a pot of 
the hallowed ghost chilli dip. Well, I wasn’t 
going ignore that invitation. And so I got 
an onion ring, and I dipped. Turns out that 
ghost chilli sauce is really hot. 

As for the doughnut burger, taste-wise 
yes, it works. The sweetness of the dough¬ 
nut wasn’t a squillion miles away from a 
brioche bun, and everyone is serving up 
their meat in those nowadays. 


Enjoy the Experience of World Buffet & Bar 

at The l/enue Cuisine Restaurant 

DISCO FROM 
THE DECADES 

Friday 24th April 2015 

Past and present, the very best songs 
with our resident DJ 


Tickets £5.00 advance / £7.00 on the door 




171 -173 High Street, Dudley DY1 1QD 
Tel: 01384 453104 

Email; enquiries@t-venue.co.uk 
www.t-venue.co.uk 


ENUE 

CUISINE f (3 



We are proud to welcome 
Cafe 80s to Molineux 
on Friday 15 th May 

The evening includes entertainment 
from cafe 80s and a disco until 1am. 
Tickets £12.50 per person and bar snacks 
are available to purchase on the evening. 


To book please call 
0871 222 2220 option 5 or 
email candb@wolves.co.uk 



GREAT VALUE COACH TOURS 



or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 



NEW 2015 - WILLERBY AURORA 


35x12 2 BED HOLIDAY HOME 

DOUBLE GLAZING & GAS CENTRAL HEATING 
OVER 200 PARKS TO CHOOSE FROM HEART OF 
ENGLAND, MID WALES AND COUNTRY 

£19,995 

CALL NIGEL 07793 267715 Salop Leisure - Stourport 




at Birmingham LG Arena 

Take That fans have shown a great deal of Patience, but 

Thatters' eyes will Shine when they hear that the band who 
could probably Rule The World will be embarking on their first 
UK tour as a trio, after four years away. Jason and Robbie will 
be missing, but Gary, Mark and Howard will be there to sing 
you A Million Love Songs on your Greatest Day of the year! 

Could It Be Magic at an Arena near you? Just Pray for a terrific 
night out, and hope they're Back For Good. The wait is over. 

Happy Now? 

Evening excursions 

Monday 11 & Saturday 16 May 2015 

•Ticket with a face value of £55.70 

• Return coach travel from Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Please call the promotions team on 

01524 37500 quote WOLI 

or visit: www.starextra.reader.travel 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. Subject to availability. 
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CHOICE 



Harry Redknapp 


Play to the Whistle 
(ITV, 9.15pm) 

A League of Thei r Own has got a 
lot to answer for. As well as 
giving us Mo Farah’s trademark 
‘Mobot’ move, it’s also arguably 
responsible for a recent rash of 
sports-based comedy panel 
shows, including last year’s A 
Question of Sport: Super 
Saturday, and this offering from 
ITV. So, if one of this week’s star 
guests, football manager Harry 
Redknapp wants some advice 
on howto handle the banter, he 
can always ask either his 
nephew, Play to the Whistle 
team captain Frank Lampard, or 
his son, League of Their Own 
regular Jamie. Also joining 
question master Holly 
Willoughby, umpire Seann 
Walsh and captain Bradley 
Walsh are The Last Leg’s Alex 
Brooker and broadcaster Piers 
Morgan. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 10.10 World War One 
Remembered: Gallipoli. 12.05 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.15 Football Focus. 

1.00 Paula Radcliffe: The Marathon and 
Me. 1.40 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. The afternoon session on 
day eight at the Crucible Theatre in 
Sheffield. 4.30 Final Score. 5.10 Film: 
The Princess and the Frog. (2009) 

Disney animated musical fantasy. 

6.40 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

6.55 Pointless Celebrities. Eight 
morning TV stars try to come up 
with the most obscure answers to 
win cash for their chosen charities. 
They are Good Morning Britain 
duo Kate Garraway and Richard 
Arnold, former This Morning 
presenter Fern Britton and The 
Wright Stuff’s Matthew Wright, 
and four BBC Breakfast anchors 
past and present - Dermot 
Murnaghan, Natasha Kaplinsky, 
Charlie Stayt and Naga Munchetty. 
Alexander Armstrong is in charge, 
while Richard Osman is the man 
with the facts. 

7.45 Atlantis. Pasiphae tries to force 
Ariadne to renounce the throne, 
and with Jason and Hercules 
powerless to help, Medusa and 
Pythagoras come up with a plan 
requiring an unimaginable 
sacrifice. 

8.30 The National Lottery: In It to Win 

It. Dale Winton presents the quiz 
in which up to five contestants 
answer questions to scoop a big 
cash prize. Only those in the 
winners’ row will have a chance of 
taking home the loot, so they will 
need to get all the answers right - 
as well as a little bit of luck on their 
side. Including the Lotto and 
Thunderball draws. 

9.20 Casualty. Connie needs to prove 
her innocence in the Alfred case. 
Robyn helps two young lovers 
caught up in a house fire, while 
Lofty teaches a patient to have 
more self-worth. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League clashes, including 
Manchester City v Aston Villa at 
the Etihad Stadium; National 
Lottery Update. 

12.00 The Football League Show. 1.20 
Film: A Bronx Tale. (1993) 3.15 Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 3.20 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.10 Film: The Crimson Wing: Mystery 
of the Flamingos. (2008) 7.20 Film: 
Sword of Sherwood Forest. (1960) 8.40 
Fred Dibnah’s Magnificent Monuments. 
(R) 9.10 The Nature of Britain. (R) 10.00 
Live Snooker: The World Championship. 
12.00 Richard Harris: Talking Pictures. 

12.35 Film: The Long and the Short and 
the Tall. (1960) Second World War 
drama, starring Laurence Harvey. 2.15 
Flog It! (R) 3.00 Final Score. 4.30 Live 
Snooker: The World Championship. The 
afternoon session on day eight at the 
Crucible Theatre in Sheffield. 5.30 World 
War One Remembered: Gallipoli 
Highlights. 

6.30 Gardeners’World. As everything 
in the garden begins to shoot up, 
Monty Don uses his ornamental 
grasses to demonstrate how best 
to lift and divide perennials. Plus, a 
third trip to South Africa. (R) 

7.00 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. Jason 
Mohammad introduces coverage 
of the third and final session on 
day eight at the Crucible Theatre in 
Sheffield, where another two 
second-round matches are set to 
take place, including one to a 
conclusion, as the race to reach 
the quarter-finals continues. The 
commentary team includes Dennis 
Taylor and Terry Griffiths. 

8.00 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring and the 
platoon are assigned to guard a 
vital telephone line through the 
night, but wake to find an 
unexploded bomb caught in the 
wires. (R) 

8.30 Gallipoli: When Murdoch Went to 
War. Docu-drama telling the story 
behind journalist Keith Murdoch’s 
letter to the leaders of Australia 
and Great Britain in 1915 that 
exposed the realities of the 
Gallipoli campaign. 

9.30 Ql XL. Stephen Fry hosts an 
extended edition of the quiz, 
finding out what Sara Pascoe, Jack 
Whitehall, David Mitchell and Alan 
Davies know about such topics as 
knees and knockers. (R) 

10.15 Film: Up in the Air. (2009) A 
corporate downsizing expert finds 
his emotionally detached lifestyle 
under threat from an executive 
with revolutionary ideas. Comedy 
drama, with George Clooney. 

12.00 Snooker: The World 
Championship. 12.50 Snooker: World 
Championship Extra. 2.50 Sign Zone: 
Antiques Roadshow. (R) 3.50 The Truth 
About Fat. (R) 4.50 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 

Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 Canimals. 

(R) 7.15 Sooty. (R) 7.30 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.35 Hulk and the 
Agents of Smash. 8.00 Thunderbirds Are 
Go. 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 10.20 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.20 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.25 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 1.35 Doc Martin. (R) 2.35 Film: 
Housesitter. (1992) Romantic comedy, 
starring Steve Martin and Goldie Hawn. 

4.35 Tipping Point. (R) 5.35 Regional 
Programme. 5.45 ITV News; Weather. 
6.00 New You’ve Been Framed! 

Yearbook. Harry Hill looks at a 
typical year in the life of a You’ve 
Been Framed! star, taking in all the 
major events in the calendar, from 
Pancake Day disasters to chaotic 
Christmases. 

7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. Contenders 
from across the nation test their 
strength, speed and courage in the 
third heat of the obstacle-course 
challenge, all hoping to progress 
to the semi-finals. 

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. Ant and Dec 

present the third audition show, as 
the judges - Simon Cowell, David 
Walliams, Amanda Holden and 
Alesha Dixon - hope to uncover 
more of the nation’s talent. 

Queuing up to take the stage, acts 
of all ages and abilities are 
determined to prove they are 
worthy of the £250,000 cash prize 
and a slot at this year’s Royal 
Variety Performance, but while 
some of them will be deserving, 
others will undoubtedly hear the 
dreaded sound of the red buzzers 
just seconds into their 
performance. 

9.15 Play to the Whistle. Captains 
Bradley Walsh and Frank Lampard 
are joined by guests including 
Harry Redknapp, Alex Brooker and 
Piers Morgan. Holly Willoughby 
hosts the sports-based comedy 
panel show. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Film: Inside Man. (2006) A 
negotiator deals with a hostage 
crisis at a bank, but a political fixer 
is sent to make sure secrets in the 
vault stay hidden. Thriller, starring 
Denzel Washington. 

12.35 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. 6.40 How I 
Met Your Mother. (R) 7.05 FIM 
Superbike World Championship. 7.30 
The Grid. 8.00 The Morning Line. 9.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 10.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 10.30 
Frasier. (R) 11.00 Frasier. (R) 11.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.30 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD. (R) 1.25 Channel 4 Racing. Live 
coverage from Sandown Park, Haydock 
Park and Ripon. 4.15 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.10 The Simpsons. (R) 5.45 
The Simpsons. (R) 

6.10 The Simpsons. Bart decides to 
steal a kiss from his crush at 
school after taking advice from 
Grampa, but the plan backfires. 
With the guest voices of Angela 
Bassett and Sarah Silverman. (R) 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 For the Love of Cars. Life on Mars 
star Philip Glenister and renowned 
car designer Ant Anstead take 
another trip around the barns and 
lock-ups of Britain, returning 
classic motors to their former 
glory. They begin in Hertfordshire 
with an Aston Martin DBS - the 
model driven by George Lazenby 
in the Bond film On Her Majesty’s 
Secret Service. Over 10 weeks, 
they complete the bare metal 
restoration before the vehicle is 
sold at auction, and Philip gets to 
experience Roger Moore’s DBS 
from the cult 1970s show The 
Persuaders. (R) 

8.00 The World’s Most Extreme. The 

10 most dangerous roads on the 
planet, featuring mayhem caught 
on camera in Russia, avalanches 
in the US and truck-driving 
nightmares in the Australian 
Outback. Previously seen on 
More4. 

9.00 Film: Paul. (2011) An alien held 
captive in a top-secret American 
military base escapes and hides 
out in the van of two English 
comic-book geeks on a tour of 
UFO hotspots. The wisecracking 
extraterrestrial enlists the duo’s 
help in getting back to his 
spaceship, but they are soon 
pursued by government agents 
and unwittingly become 
kidnappers. Sci-fi comedy, 
starring Simon Pegg. 

11.05 Film: Role Models. (2008) 

1.05 The Last Leg. (R) 2.00 Alan Carr: 
Chatty Man. (R) 2.55 Hollyoaks. (R) 5.00 
Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Access. 10.45 
Ice Road Truckers. (R) 11.40 Ice Road 
Truckers. (R) 12.35 Ice Road Truckers. 
(R) 1.35 Ice Road Truckers. (R) 2.30 
Police Interceptors. (R) 3.30 Film: 
Columbo: An Exercise in Fatality. (1974) 
Crime drama, starring Peter Falk and 
Robert Conrad. 5.30 The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

6.25 Britain’s Horror Homes. A woman 
from the Norfolk village of 
Happisburgh whose house had to 
be demolished after coastal 
erosion left it suspended in mid-air 
on the edge of a cliff. (R) 

7.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
High Court enforcement officers 
Paul and Steve make an 
extraordinary discovery inside a 
locked bedroom, and immediately 
call for police back-up. Brian and 
Graham head to Swindon Town 
football club to recover a debt, 
while Paul and Ben have difficulty 
evicting a couple from a house in 
Kent after learning they have six 
children and nowhere else to go. 

(R) 

8.15 5 News Weekend. 

8.20 NCIS. Against his better 

judgement, Gibbs comes out of 
retirement to help Fornell and his 
daughter by reopening the case of 
an escaped convict who is putting 
their lives in danger. (R) 

9.10 NCIS. A missing Navy lieutenant’s 
car is found covered in blood, and 
the team discovers she had been 
profiling men to find the perfect 
partner. When further 
investigations reveal she had 
planned to attend a seminar at a 
local hotel, Ziva goes undercover 
in a bid to find out more. 
Meanwhile, Jenny makes Tony a 
secret offer. (R) 

10.10CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. 

A car that used to belong to a 
murderer is being sold off at a 
convention dedicated to serial 
killer memorabilia when the body 
of an auction house employee is 
discovered inside. 

11.05 Law & Order: Special Victims 
Unit. Stabler and Tutuola link an 
artist’s death to a similar murder - 
but another detective is assigned 
to the case and does all he can to 
exclude them from the 
investigation. (R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Psychopath: 
The Devil’s Disciple. (R) 4.00 Family 
Secrets & Lies. (R) 4.50 Make It Big. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes - Not in 3D 

7.25 Top Gear 8.25 Don’t Tell the Bride 

9.25 Tatau 10.10 Happy Valley 11.10 
Family Guy 12.40 Russell Howard’s Good 
News 1.10 Tatau 1.50 Killer Magic 2.20 
Some Girls 3.50 Close 

BBC Four 

7.00 Ice Age Giants 8.00 Wild China 9.00 
Inspector Montalbano 10.55 The Kate 
Bush Story: Running Up That Hill 11.55 
Kate Bush at the BBC 12.55 Top of the 
Pops: 1980 1.30 Sounds of the Eighties 
2.00 Let’s Have a Party! The Piano 
Genius of Mrs Mills 3.00 Wild China 4.00 
Close 
ITV2 

12.20 Britain’s Got More Talent 1.25 
Darcy Oake: Edge of Reality 2.25 
Catchphrase 3.05 People Do the Funniest 
Things 4.05 Mr Bean 5.15 Film: The Vow 
(2012) 7.25 Film: Stormbreaker (2006) 

9.15 Britain’s Got More Talent 10.20 
Celebrity Juice 11.05 Britain’s Got Talent 
12.20 Britain’s Got More Talent 1.20 
Hell’s Kitchen 2.10 Crazy Beaches 2.30 
Life’s Funniest Moments 2.55 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.25 Wycliffe 12.40 Film: The Queen 
(2006) 2.40 Inspector Morse 4.55 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 7.00 Doc Martin 
8.00 Foyle’s War 10.00 Inspector Morse 
12.20 A Touch of Frost 2.20 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.30 Pawn Stars 1.20 British Superbike 
Championship Highlights 2.25 British 
Touring Car Championship Highlights 

3.55 Film: Smokey and the Bandit II 
(1980) 6.00 Storage Wars: Texas 7.00 
Shed and Buried 8.00 Film: Dr No (1962) 

10.15 Film: The Kingdom (2007) 12.30 
Film: Sneakers (1992) 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

11.30 Baby Daddy 12.30 How I Met Your 
Mother 1.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 1.55 
Film: Star Trek: Insurrection (1998) 4.00 
Made in Chelsea 5.00 Jane the Virgin 
6.00 The Big Bang Theory 10.00 Film: 
Scary Movie (2000) 11.45 Rude Tube 
12.50 Bodyshockers: Nips, Tucks and 
Tattoos 1.55 The 100 2.45 How I Met 
Your Mother 3.30 Marry Me 3.55 
Rude(ish) Tube 4.45 Make It or Break It 
Film4 

11.00 Destination Gobi (1953) 1.00 Dear 
John (2010) 3.05 Bugsy Malone (1976) 

4.55 Meet Dave (2008) 6.45 The Women 
(2008) 9.00 Colombiana (2011) 11.10 
The Hole (2009) 1.00 Sliver (1993) 3.15 
Close 


ALAN WARWICK BUTCHERS & 
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CHOICE 



Eleanor Tomlinson 


Poldark 
(BBC1,9pm) 

He stands up for the poor, he’s 
won the hearts of the viewers, 
and he’s very handy with a 
scythe, but it seems even Ross 
Poldark can’t make a go of the 
Carnmore smelting company. 

Its collapse is good news for 
George, whose own business 
interests are doing so well, 
he can even afford to swan 
around on a new boat. However, 
it’s Ross’s turn to feel smug 
when the vessel is wrecked 
upon the rocks, right in looting 
distance of the poor... 
Meanwhile, Dwight deals 
with his guilt by throwing 
himself into his work, and 
there’s plenty to keep him 
occupied thanks to an outbreak 
of ‘putrid throat’. Demelza is 
keen to do her bit as well, but in 
the process she puts herself 
and babyJulia in danger. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day. 

(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 

Athletics: London Marathon. 2.30 

Sunday Politics. 3.45 Points of View. 

4.00 The Truth About Your Medicine 

Cabinet. (R) 5.00 Songs of Praise - 

School Choir of the Year. 5.45 Pointless 

Celebrities. (R) 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. John Craven and Ellie 
Harrison are in the Peak District, 
where motor neurone sufferer Roy 
Taylor reveals his work for the 
RSPB and his aim to make the 
countryside accessible to all. 
There’s a 50th anniversary 
celebration of the National Search 
and Rescue Dog Association, and 
a visit to a working hill farm where 
disabled and disadvantaged young 
people get to connect with nature. 
Anita Rani finds out how the 
Pennine Way has changed in the 
half-century since its creation, and 
Tom Heap asks what can be done 
to prevent the rise of hayfever in 
the UK. Including Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
and the team pay a second visit to 
Lowther Castle in Cumbria, where 
items include an army of Action 
Man figures, a “skeletonised” 
pendulum wall clock from the 
1870s, a working child-sized car 
from the 1930s and a ring 
containing a gem that may or may 
not be worth a small fortune. 
There’s also an insight into Beatrix 
Potter’s scientific watercolours of 
woodland plants and animals - 
and her controversial work on the 
sex life of fungi. 

9.00 Poldark. Ross is forced to close 
the company, so George 
celebrates by buying a new ship - 
but his enemy soon gets revenge. 
Demelza returns when disease hits 
Trenwith. Last in the series. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the latest 
Premier League action, featuring 
Arsenal v Chelsea at the Emirates 
Stadium and Everton v 
Manchester United. 

11 .35 Film: Snake Eyes. (1998) Thriller, 
starring Nicolas Cage. 

1.10 Film: It’s a Boy Girl Thing. (2006) 

2.35 Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.40 

BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.10 The Football League Show. (R) 7.30 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.00 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 8.30 Athletics: 
London Marathon. 10.00 Live Snooker: 
The World Championship. 12.15 M0TD2 
Extra. 1.00 Triathlon. 2.00 Live Snooker: 
The World Championship. The afternoon 
session on day nine at the Crucible 
Theatre in Sheffield. 

6.00 Athletics: London Marathon - 
Highlights. Helen Skelton 
introduces action from one of the 
world’s most prestigious road 
races, as elite athletes and fun- 
runners negotiated the 26.2-mile 
course. 

7.00 Live Snooker: The World 

Championship. Coverage of the 
evening’s play on day nine at the 
Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, 
featuring the second sessions of 
two matches in the second round. 
All four players will return to the 
arena tomorrow afternoon to 
conclude these fixtures, with 
former champion Shaun Murphy 
and 2011 runner-up Judd Trump 
among those expected to be 
involved. Presented by Jason 
Mohammad, with the commentary 
including Ken Doherty, Willie 
Thorne and Stephen Hendry. 

8.10 Coast Australia. The team heads 
to the northern tip of Queensland 
to explore the Torres Strait Islands, 
with Tim Flannery visiting the spot 
where James Cook claimed 
Australia for Great Britain. 

9.00 Hunters of the South Seas. Will 
Millard heads to the Indonesian 
village of Lamalera, where the 
locals have survived for centuries 
by hunting manta rays, dolphins, 
sharks and whales. 

10.00 Britain’s Biggest Diamond Heist? 
The Inside Story. Declan Lawn 
takes a journey into Britain’s 
criminal underworld in search of 
the secrets behind the raid carried 
out over the Easter weekend in 
London’s Hatton Garden. 

10.30 W1 A. The return of the spoof 
documentary. The team prepares 
for a visit by Prince Charles, and 
Siobhan is tasked with updating the 
BBC’s Wimbledon coverage. (R) 

11.30 Snooker: The World 
Championship. Highlights of the 
concluding session on day nine. 

12.20 Snooker: World Championship 
Extra. 2.20 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 

3.15 Holby City. (R) 4.15 The Ladykillers: 
Pest Detectives. (R) 5.15 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 

Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 Canimals. 

(R) 7.15 Sooty. (R) 7.30 Fort Boyard 
Ultimate Challenge. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 

8.30 Weekend. 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 11.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 

12.30 ITV News. 12.35 Tipping Point. 

(R) 1.35 All Star Family Fortunes. (R) 

2.40 Britain’s Got Talent. (R) 3.55 Doc 
Martin. (R) 5.55 Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 

6.50 Regional Programme; Weather. 
7.00 ITV News; Weather. 

7.15 Celebrity Squares. Shooting Stars 
duo Vic Reeves and Bob Mortimer, 
footballer Rachel Yankey, 
comedian and actor Marek 
Larwood, Loose Women panellist 
Sherrie Hewson, writer and 
actress Jessica Hynes, funnyman 
Chris Ramsey and King of the 
Jungle 2014 Carl Fogarty join 
regulars Tim Vine and Joe 
Wilkinson in the grid, helping 
contestants win cash prizes. 
Warwick Davis hosts the Noughts 
and Crosses-based game show. 

8.00 Vera. When dock worker Owen 
Thorne plunges from the roof of a 
multi-storey car park while picking 
up his daughter from her school 
prom, Vera immediately detects 
foul play. The team soon discovers 
a work dispute over the death of a 
young man, with everyone 
believing Owen was to blame, and 
the victim’s father admits he 
wanted revenge - but his alibi 
holds. The mystery then continues 
when Vera spots an inconsistency 
in the statement Owen’s wife gave 
to the police, suggesting she’s not 
certain of her husband’s fidelity. 
Last in the series. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Perspectives: Len Goodman-For 
the Love of Fred Astaire. The 
Strictly Come Dancing judge 
travels across America exploring 
the extraordinary life of his hero, 
finding out how and why Astaire 
became one of the world’s greatest 
movers. 

11.15Premiership Rugby Union. 

Highlights of the latest top-flight 
fixtures, which included 
Northampton Saints v Saracens. 

12.15 The Store. 2.30 Motorsport UK. 

3.30 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 4.20 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.05 
Volkswagen Racing Cup. 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Sunday Brunch. 
12.00 George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. 
(R) 1.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.25 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.50 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.20 The Simpsons. (R) 

2.50 Location, Location, Location. (R) 

3.50 A Place in the Sun: Home or Away. 

4.50 Film: ParaNorman. (2012) 
Premiere. Animated adventure, with the 
voice of Kodi Smit-McPhee. 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Three in a Bed. Tax accountant 
Vincent Frostick hosts the first 
visit in another three-part contest, 
inviting two other hotelier couples 
to stay at the three-star Don 
Guesthouse, run by his formidable 
81-year-old mother Irene in 
Snowdonia’s historic mining town 
of Blaenau Ffestiniog. Next up are 
Cath Robertson and Dave 
Redfearn, who hope the decadent 
decor of the Graydon Hotel in 
Blackpool will impress their fellow 
competitors. Finally, Jayne Little 
and Michael Haymes round off the 
competition by bringing their 
rivals to the eco-friendly Blackburn 
Lodge on the Scottish Borders, 
and the B&B owners convene one 
last time to reveal which of their 
venues was considered to be the 
most impressive. 

8.00 For the Love of Cars. Philip 
Glenister fulfils a dream to drive 
some of Britain’s most iconic 
police cars, as he and Ant Anstead 
restore a Rover SD1 and push a 
1959 Daimler Dart to the limit. 

9.00 Film: The Impossible. (2012) 
Premiere. A British family spends 
Christmas in Thailand, only to get 
caught up in the 2004 tsunami. 
While his mother lies injured in 
hospital, the eldest son ventures 
into the ensuing chaos to search 
for his father and younger 
brothers, whom he was separated 
from during the crisis. Drama, 
with Naomi Watts. 

11.15 Film: Whiteout. (2009) A US 
marshal stationed in Antarctica 
investigates a murder, uncovering 
the dark secret behind a plane 
crash 50 years earlier. Thriller, 
starring Kate Beckinsale. 

1.05 Film: Kali Salwaar. (2002) 3.05 
Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. (R) 3.15 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 5.30 Jamie’s Money 
Saving Meals. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.15 Milkshake! 
Bop Box. (R) 6.20 Angelina Ballerina. (R) 

6.35 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.45 The Mr Men 
Show. (R) 7.00 Chloe’s Closet. (R) 7.10 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 7.15 Roobarb 
and Custard Too. (R) 7.20 Make Way for 
Noddy. (R) 7.35 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.45 
Little Princess. (R) 8.00 Wanda and the 
Alien. (R) 8.10 Mio Mao. (R) 8.15 Zack 
and Quack. 8.30 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.40 Milkshake! Show 
Songs. (R) 8.45 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.00 
LazyTown. (R) 9.30 Dora and Friends. 

(R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 
(R) 10.35 Chinese Food in Minutes. (R) 

10.50 The Hotel Inspector. (R) 11.50 The 
Hotel Inspector. (R) 12.50 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 1.50 Film: James and the 
Giant Peach. (1996) Children’s fantasy, 
with Paul Terry. 3.20 Film: Sabrina the 
Teenage Witch. (1996) Supernatural 
comedy, starring Melissa Joan Hart. 5.10 
5 News Weekend. 5.15 Film: Labyrinth. 
(1986) Fantasy adventure, starring 
Jennifer Connelly and David Bowie. 

7.15 Film: Ace Ventura: When Nature 
Calls. (1995) The eccentric pet 
detective is coaxed out of self- 
imposed exile in a Buddhist 
monastery to visit Africa and help 
search for a sacred white bat. 
However, his unique investigative 
talents are tested to the limits as 
he faces a race against time to find 
the missing creature and prevent a 
tribal war. Comedy sequel, starring 
Jim Carrey, Simon Callow and Bob 
Gunton. Edited for language and 
sexual content. 

9.00 Film: The Last Stand. (2013) 
Premiere. Disgraced narcotics cop 
Ray Owens retires into a quiet life 
as sheriff of a small town on the 
Mexican border. He gets the 
chance to prove his worth as a law 
enforcer when a drug lord escapes 
from prison and tries to flee the 
country-with his escape route 
taking him through Ray’s 
jurisdiction. Action thriller, starring 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, Johnny 
Knoxville and Forest Whitaker. 

11.30 Film: Navy Seals. (1990) The US 
Navy’s elite commando force 
embarks on a covert mission to 
recover stolen missiles from 
terrorists in Beirut. Action 
adventure, starring Charlie Sheen 
and Michael Biehn. 

1.45 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 4.25 
Make It Big. (R) 5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 

5.40 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Top Gear 8.00 Film: Indiana Jones 
and the Last Crusade (1989) 10.00 Tatau 
10.45 Family Guy 11.30 American Dad! 

11.55 Family Guy 12.15 Tatau 12.55 
Killer Magic 1.25 The Cannabis 
Smugglers: Stacey Dooley Investigates 
2.25 Vodka Diaries 2.50 Tatau 3.30 Killer 
Magic 4.00 Close 

BBC Four 

7.00 10 Things You Didn’t Know About 
Avalanches 8.00 Antigone 9.30 Film: 
Renoir (2012) 11.15 Tales from the Tour 
Bus: Rock ’n’ Roll on the Road 12.15 The 
Old Grey Whistle Test: 70s Gold 1.45 BBC 
Young Dancer 2015 2.45 10 Things You 
Didn’t Know About Avalanches 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

12.10 Take Me Out 1.20 Scorpion 2.15 
Film: Homeward Bound: The Incredible 
Journey (1993) 3.55 Film: Scooby-Doo 
(2002) 5.45 Britain’s Got Talent 7.00 
Britain’s Got More Talent 8.00 You’ve 
Been Framed! AtoZ of Growing Up 9.00 
Film: Rush Hour (1998) 11.00 Film: The 
Bourne Supremacy (2004) 1.10 Mom 

1.55 Life’s Funniest Moments 2.20 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11 . 10 A Touch of Frost 1.25 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 3.30 Film: The Secret 
of My Success (1987) 5.40 Inspector 
Morse 8.00 When Kate Met William: A 
Tale of Two Lives 9.00 Kate Middleton: 
Heir We Go Again 10.00 Film: Elizabeth: 
The Golden Age (2007) 12.20 Film: The 
Elephant Man (1980) 2.35 Judge Judy 

3.15 ITV3 Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

11.30 Counting Cars 12.25 Pawn Stars 

2.40 Film: Smokey and the Bandit II 
(1980) 4.45 Film: Tobruk (1967) 7.00 
Paula Radcliffe: Sports Life Stories 8.00 
Premiership Rugby Union 9.00 Film: The 
Interpreter (2005) 11.35 Film: The Killer 
Inside Me (2010) 1.45 Whisker Wars 

2.35 Nitro Circus 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.00 Made in Chelsea 1.00 Revenge 
2.00 Jane the Virgin 3.00 How I Met Your 
Mother 4.00 The Goldbergs 5.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 8.00 Film: Percy Jackson & 
the Lightning Thief (2010) 10.20 Virtually 
Famous 11.05 Film: The Change-Up 
(2011) 1.20 The 100 2.20 2 Broke Girls 

2.50 Rules of Engagement 
Film4 

1.00 Lemony Snicket’s A Series of 
Unfortunate Events (2004) 3.05 True Grit 
(1969) 5.45 The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button (2008) 9.00 Knight and 
Day (2010) 11.10 The Paperboy (2012) 

1.15 A Mighty Heart (2007) 3.30 Close 


John’s (garden Open Day at 

ASH WOOD NURSERIES 






m 


« 


Vy 


ME ARC 
(MCMILLAN. 

camci a sutrorr 


r Charity Garden Open Day 
Saturday 25 th JApriC 


10am - 4pm Entrance £5.00 

(OrirubMl lit WMcmliun C«nc»r Support) 

Wt am latumm art the AA43. i m*t cf Wall H«ir> 

• OcMutiM P .intx and Nursery 

• Garden Shop 

• Gift Shop t 

. . \ • I I -... .M is | — 

• Mail Order Scrvco ■Du 



WWW.ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 

MtwmkhJ Nuiseie*. Lo*er Lane Krtpswrfo^ DY5 CAC Tel 01304 AD 

SpnngiSummfcf Opanrg Hour* Mon to Sat 8 .1Cam - 5 30pm & S«jrdkty& dam - 



star ; extraTf 


San Jose, the cosmopolitan capital, is where the adventure 
begins. Travel from here through jungle landscapes towards 
the very edge of the Caribbean Sea to reach Tortuguero 
National Park. 


Two nights are spent in the Mawamba Lodge in the heart of 
this exotic haven. The area is a ribbon of thick rainforest 
criss-crossed by canals and waterways, and home to land 
turtles, languid manatees, sloths, caimans and crocodiles. 


Costa Rica 

- Nature’s paradise 


Discover and explore Costa Rica, one of the 
world’s most breathtaking natural treasure-troves. 
From the spectacular wildlife to the wonders of the 
Caribbean rainforest and the Pacific’s blue waters, 
a trip to this tropical paradise is truly magnificent. 


Journey through the rainforest and across the lowlands to La 
Fortuna, and see the famous Arenal volcano that erupted 
spectacularly in 1968. The area is also famous for its hot 
springs and thermal baths - so take the opportunity to enjoy a 
visit to the Eco Termales springs. 

Drive round the northern tip of the Tilaran cordillera on the 
stunning ‘Highway to Heaven’ to idyllic Monteverde set 
amongst lush forests. 

Travel down to the central Pacific Coast, and spend three days 
in a luxury hotel, near to the stunning Manuel Antonio National 
Park, the perfect background for rest and relaxation. 

The final night is spent in San Jose, calling en route at the 
crafts town of Sarchi, where local crafts-folk vie to sell 
souvenirs from ‘Nature’s Paradise’. 


FROM £1,999* 

13 days various departure dates 
PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Return flights 

• Coach travel throughout overseas 

• Eleven nights bed and breakfast 
accommodation 

• Five lunches and three dinners, including 
the floating restaurant dinner in Tortuguero 

• Included excursions 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

• Variable according to departure date - please 

go to website for latest prices and availability 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays 
(ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


For a brochure please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 (Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 35 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Unforgiven, Channel 5,11pm 

Two notorious gunslingers come out of retirement to 
help a young assassin collect the $1,000 bounty on 
the heads of a pair of cowboys who attacked and 
mutilated a prostitute in the backwoods town of Big 
Whiskey. The local sheriff, however, has no intention 
of letting the pair impinge on his own authority. Oscar- 
winning Western, starring Clint Eastwood. (1992) 

TUESDAY 

Ghost Town, BBC1,11.50pm 

A bad-tempered dentist has a near-death experience 
and finds himself able to see ghosts. He is irritated to 
find all the spirits want him to sort out their unresolved 
problems from when they were alive, particularly a 
man who wants the grouchy dentist to stop his widow 
from remarrying. Comedy, starring Ricky Gervais, 

Greg Kinnear and Tea Leoni. (2008) 

WEDNESDAY 

Jindabyne, BBC1,11.30pm 

Four men on a fishing trip discover the body of 
a murdered Aboriginal girl, but decide not to contact 
the police until after returning home days later. 
However, when the news breaks in their small town, 
they are ostracised by the community, and one of their 
wives becomes obsessed with making amends. 
Drama, starring Gabriel Byrne and Laura Linney. 
(2006) 



THURSDAY 

Carry On Again Doctor, ITV, 11.50pm 

A disgraced surgeon sets up a clinic in the hope of 
promoting a supposedly miraculous slimming potion 
made from secret ingredients discovered on a remote 
tropical island. Comedy, starring Sid James, Kenneth 
Williams, Jim Dale and Joan Sims. (1969) 

FRIDAY 

Senna, ITV, 10.40pm 

Documentary about the life of Brazilian Formula One 
driver Ayrton Senna, examining his achievements on 
the track over a 10-year period that saw him crowned 
world champion three times, until his death in a crash 
during the 1994 San Marino Grand Prix. (2010) 


Peter's on the road to a 
journey of self-discovery 


eter Kay is back! For many 
moons, he was regarded as 
Britain’s premier comedian, the 
heir to the northern comedy crown 
once worn by the likes of Morecambe 
and Wise and Les Dawson. 

He started his showbusiness career 
in stand-up after enrolling on a media 
performance course at Salford 
University. Then, in 1996, after 
appearing at various local clubs, 
he was encouraged to enter the 
North-west Comedian of the Year 
contest, which he won. A year 
later, he also triumphed at Edinburgh’s 
So You Think You’re Funny 
competition. 

Despite missing out on the Perrier 
Award in 1998, Kay’s star was rising 
and by 2000, he was appearing 
regularly on TV. 

The mockumentary The Services 
went down a storm and led to That 
Peter Kay Thing, which was followed 
by the mighty Phoenix Nights. For 
many, that remains the peak of his 
career to date, and was recently 
revived via a charity stage version 
which featured much of the original 
cast. 


Like many comics, Kay is a keen 
people-watcher, and uses quirky 
moments he’s observed in his work; 
it’s something he started back when 
he was working in dead-end jobs 
before fame called. 

“When I was working, I would 
write down lots of things that were 
funny - things managers would say 
and phrases they’d use that stood 
out, and stories about what 
happened,” he reveals. 

Perhaps that’s where the germ of 
the idea that grew into his latest 
project, Car Share, came from. It’s 
similar in tone to the aforementioned 
That Peter Kay Thing, with a 
soupcon of Phoenix Nights thrown 
in for good measure - basically, it’s 
a sitcom based around characters 
thrown together by their jobs. 

BBC iPlayer users had the 
opportunity of watching Car Share 
early when it appeared on the 
catch-up service last week. But 
there’s something more special 
about seeing it on TV - anything 
new featuring Kay feels like an event 
worth sitting down with friends or 
family to view. 


Kay himself stars as John, a 
supermarket worker who begins 
commuting with colleague Kayleigh 
(Sian Gibson) thanks to a company 
car-share initiative. 

‘To be finally working with the 
BBC on a new comedy is a 
great opportunity,” says Kay, 
whose previous work has been 
broadcast by Channel 4. ‘And 
the idea of two people car 
sharing to work each day really 
appealed to me, as it highlights the 
comedy in the minutiae of the daily 
trek and allows the spiralling 
conversations of life to unwind in all 
of their glory.” 

Each of John and Kayleigh’s six 
journeys reveal something different 
about their private lives - but will 
they get along? 

A sat-nav disaster means the first 
trip doesn’t get off to a good start, 
and to make matters worse, 
Kayleigh makes her mark as soon 
as she gets into John’s car - what 
could have been a beautiful 
friendship may have been ruined 
before it’s had a chance to get off 
the ground. 




Peter Kay’s Car Share, Wednesday, BBC1,9.30pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
The Gadget Show 
Channel 5,7pm 

Jason Bradbury and Amy Williams head to 
Shakespeare’s home town of Stratford-upon-Avon, 
but they’re not on the trail of a Bard-related gadget. 
Instead, they’re putting some of the craziest new 
vehicles through the paces, including off-road trainers 
and horse racing simulators - but which will come out 
on top? Meanwhile, Jon Bentley is in calmer mode as 
he compares the merits of an entry-level DSLR with 
the latest mirrorless camera by taking snaps at a 
classic car event. Former world superbike champ 
Carl Fogarty tries out the latest in motorbike 
technology, while Ortis Deley travels to another far- 
flung destination, where he pushes VideoRay, an 
underwater remotely operated vehicle, to its limits. 

Gotham 
Channel 5,9pm 

Gordon investigates Loeb’s past after the sudden 
release of Arnold Flass, and has to ask Cobblepot 
for a favour to find out more about the suspicious 
death of the commissioner’s wife. Meanwhile, Alfred 
recovers from the attack in hospital, but is evasive 
when questioned by detectives about the identity of 
his assailant, while Fish Mooney earns a promotion 
after impressing the founder of the institution where 


she is being held. Crime thriller, starring Ben 
McKenzie, Jada Pinkett Smith and Sean Pertwee. 

TUESDAY 
24 Hours in the Past 
BBC1, 9pm 

The Beeb has described this new, four-part 
programme as a “dirty, smelly, immersive history 
series.” What’s more, it features celebrities, so it 
should attract viewers who enjoy a wide variety of 
genres, including reality shows, historical 
documentaries and social drama. Fi Glover will host 
the series, while historian Ruth Goodman oversees 
the proceedings. Ex-political Ann Widdecombe, 
presenter Miquita Oliver, retired athlete Colin 
Jackson, actress Zoe Lucker, comedian Alistair 
McGowan and Outnumbered’s Tyger Drew- 
Honey are the famous faces who give up 
all mod cons to spend four days in four 
different environments, learning what it 
was like to be working class during the 
Victorian period. 

WEDNESDAY 
First Dates 
Channel 4,10pm 

Former model Joe knows 
exactly how to charm, but he 


finds himself working for the affections of 
personal shopper Nicole. Devout Christian 
Tawanda gets to know Marvin, a Trevor Nelson 
doppelganger, while Essex girl Sian is on the 
hunt for her dream man - and Londoner Tom 
ticks all the right boxes. There’s a linguistic battle 
of wits between Irish fashionista Laura 
k and her date Frankie, with 
k explosive results, and confident 
V> Charlie hopes to right his 
f previous relationship wrongs as 
[ ii he meets one-time ballet dancer 
' Nelly. Last in the series. 


THURSDAY 

The Mentalist: The Last 
| Ever Episode 
Channel 5,10pm 

Feature-length episode 
bringing the curtain 
down on the American 
crime drama. The hunt 
for the serial killer 
continues and when a 
appeal for 
witnesses 
yields no 




results, Jane reluctantly agrees to masquerade as 
a renowned psychic and be used as bait in an 
attempt to lure out the murderer. As he is leaving a 
studio after an appearance on a TV news 
programme, Jane’s car is rammed and he is 
knocked unconscious - waking up to find himself 
shackled to a table. Simon Baker and Robin 
Tunney star. Last in the series. 

FRIDAY 

The Clare Balding Show 
BBC2,10pm 

The weekend alarm goes off and Clare Balding is 
hosting her Radio 2 show. You pop The One Show 
on later in the week and she’s promoting this series. 
Yes, when it comes to ubiquity, Clare is more 
omnipresent than Ant and Dec combined it seems. 
But can she break the curse that befell Gaby Roslin 
and Davina McCall in the past: sustaining a prime 
time female-hosted chat show? Well, it may take at 
least one series to iron out the wrinkles. Talking of 
which, this week she’s joined by a man who loves 
nothing more than such crease-reducing 
shenanigans: Chris Eubank. The former world 
champion boxer and his son Chris Jr, currently the 
WBA interim world middleweight title-holder, 
discuss their professional and personal lives. Top 
tips on ironing welcome, Chris. 



We can have the money in your 
account within 7 days or to your 
timescale - GUARANTEED! 


WE WILL BUY YOUR 
DUDLEY HOUSE IN S3 
7 TO 28 DAYS C( ^ 

...AND FOR 100% MARKET VALUE! 


Do YOU need a Quick Sale 
for your Wolverhampton 
Home? 

We WILL solve your problems... 


100% MARKET VALUE 
IN 28 DAYS 


We can get YOU Full Market Value I 
in 28 Days - GUARANTEED! ) 


Y GUARANTEED CASH SALE IN 7 DAYS 
* 100% MARKET VALUE IN 28 DAYS 

Y ZERO FEES 

Y IMMEDIATE CASH ADVANCES 

Y 100% REGULATED 


Tel: 0800 612 3698 or 01384 465563 

www.national-residential.co.uk 




Registered Charity No: 1157531 / 7192349 

Honouring our Fallen Heroes with our 
pledge not to forget their families 

PD©q©© [D®oq©Qs 

Furniture and House Clearances 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE FOR THEIR KIND DONATIONS 

0121 525 0973 

westbromshop@forcessupport.co.uk 

34-36 Carters Green, 
West Bromwich, B70 9LW 


Also Selling second hand furniture, 
electrical goods, bric-a-brac, toys 

Suites from £25 
Bedroom furniture from £10 
White goods from £15 
OVER 1,000 ITEMS OF 
CLOTHING AT JUST £1 EACH 


WE ARE A CHARITY PROVIDING 
PRACTICAL SUPPORT FOR THE FAMILIES 
OF SERVICE PERSONNEL LOST TO WAR 


Open times: Mon-Sat 9-5 pm Sunday: 10-2 pm 



Have You Worked In 
Any Noisy Environment 
After 1963? 

If so, this may have affected your 
hearing and you could be entitled 

to £1000’s in COMPENSATION! 

It does not matter if the company you worked for no 
longer exists, you could still make a claim. 

✓ Specialist In Industrial Deafness Claims 

* Quick and Simple Process 
^ No Charge 

* Maximum Compensation 
You are particularly at risk if you have 
worked in any of these industries: 

•Steelworks • Foundry • Engineering -Chemical Plants - Sheet Metal 
•Copper - Production - Fabrication - Paper -Manufacturing -Mills 

• Heavy Plants • Factories • Power Stations • Shipyards • Construction 

• Railway • National Coal Board (Neb) • Food • Rubber • Pipe Layers 
•Ground Works... and many other noisy jobs. 

We are inviting you to attend our clinic for a 

FREE INDUSTRIAL HEARING TEST 

which is taking place on: 



Date: Saturday 28th March 2015 
Venue: Village Hotel, Castlegate Park, 
Birmingham Road, Dudley, DY1 4TB 
Time: 9am until 4pm 


To Book an appointment call now on: 

Freephone: 0800 65 25 786 

Axium Marketing Ltd, Office 420, Glenfield Business Park, 
Philips Road, Blackburn, BB1 5PF 
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PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM N0.322 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


R 

2 

E 

3 

B 

J 

H 

6 

G 

8 

F 

9 

Y 

10 

Z 

C 

12 

U 

13 

K 

V 

15 

S 

16 

X 

A 

18 

W 

19 

L 

20 

T 

21 

o 

22 

N 

23 

Q 

24 

P 

25 

M 

26 

D 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6. Odd sort of brazier 


(7) 

7. Figures that have to 
be filled (5) 

9. Highest tree by the 
way (5) 

10. Taxi I catch under 
the Prime Minister’s 
direction (7) 

12. How troops may 
advance knowl¬ 
edge? (11) 

14. Very good quality, 
this! (11) 

18. Note recorded as 
beaten (7) 

19. A fibre preparation, 
not long-lasting (5) 

21. Leaves with all 
debts settled (5) 

22. One youngster was 
bold enough to 
sling him out! (7) 


Down 

1. Stiff attire I’d put on 

(5) 

2. Hand over and die 
(4,2) 

3. Merry-hearted lapse 
from virtue (3) 

4. Vote is for Russian 
government (6) 

5. Ruler in a temper, 
or so it seems (7) 

8. Object in torn cloth¬ 
ing (7) 

11. They have loads of 
energy (7) 

13. Not to agree to a full 
distribution (4,3) 

15. Things look different 
after dark (6) 

16. Sally from the 
Tories (6) 

17. Mouth a letter (5) 

20. Weed-killer (3) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

Down 

6. Relate (7) 

1. Postpone (5) 

7. Cite (5) 

2. Placard (6) 

9. Speed (5) 

3. Writing fluid (3) 

10. Attendants (7) 

4. Vain (6) 

5. Constant (7) 

12. Deception (11) 

8. Ask (7) 

14. Coiffeur (11) 

11. Dispute (7) 

18. Go on (7) 

13. Whim (7) 

19. Droll (5) 

21. Disdain (5) 

15. Register (6) 

16. Departure (6) 

17. Correct (5) 

22. Laden (7) 

20. Skill (3) 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Husbandman; 7 Rover; 

8 Leisure; 10 Well nigh; 11 Edit; 13 Backer; 

15 Rearer; 17 Airy; 18 Circular; 21 Knights; 22 
Andes; 23 Bluebottle. Down: 1 Hovel; 2 Sprinter; 
3 Allege; 4 Dais; 5 Asunder; 6 Draw a blank; 9 
Enterprise; 12 Penchant; 14 Cordial; 16 Fiasco; 
19 Ledge; 20 Shoe. QUICK - Across: 1 Profes¬ 
sion; 7 Noted; 8 Pointed; 10 Inherent; 11 Boss; 
13 Hearty; 15 Horror; 17 Safe; 18 Increase; 21 
Sublime; 22 Wince; 23 Repeatedly. Down: 1 
Pitch; 2 Obdurate; 3 Expand; 4 Slim; 5 Outdoor; 

6 Antithesis; 9 Disordered; 12 Borrowed; 14 Af¬ 
fable; 16 Intent; 19 Annoy; 20 File. 


1. By what name, meaning ‘our thing’, is 
the mafia known in the US? 

2. Which poet is buried in a country 
churchyard in Stoke Poges? 

3. Whose operas are performed annually 
at Bayreuth? 

4. Which US state has Dover as its 
capital? 

5. Which prime minister became Earl of 
Stockton? 


6. Who was the first Roman emperor? 

7. In which century did the Peasants’ 
Revolt take place? 

8. During which Crimean War Battle did 
the Charge of the Light Brigade take 
place? 

9. In which novel did Sherlock Holmes first 
appear? 

10. What is the lowest-pitched member of 
the violin family? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Tequila; 2 Waterloo; 3 Gold; 4 
Neville Chamberlain; 5 Wars of the Roses; 
6 St Nicholas; 7 Johannesburg; 8 George 
Eliot; 9 Caracas; 10 Sitting Bull. 

Niner: DAVENPORT 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

82354 gives an animal, 

96743 gives another animal, 

143349 gives a third animal. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 



Advertisements in local newspapers and websites are the 
most popular way of keeping an eye on the property market 


SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 

































































































































PROPERTY 37 


Three-storey living is solution for many types of buyer 


A REGIONAL housebuilder says the dynam¬ 
ics of family life are changing with contempo¬ 
rary three-storey homes being built near Wol¬ 
verhampton proving popular as they unlock 
another level of living space. 

Persimmon Homes West Midlands is cre¬ 
ating modern homes at Ettingshall Place, in 
Bilston, including three different designs of¬ 
fering three-storey living. 

In May a Bickleigh-style view home is to be 
opened at the development which offers three 


storey living with a top floor master bedroom. 
The view home follows on from the opening 
of a fully-furnished showhome, which was a 
huge success with buyers. 

Stephen Cleveley, sales director for Persim¬ 
mon Homes West Midlands, explained: “Our 
three-storey properties offer the space and 
flexibility that buyers are now looking for.” 

With more than a 20 years’ experience in 
the housing industry, he understands the 
reasons why three-storey homes provide such 


flexible living space for many types of buyer, 
from family to friends. 

Anyone with teenage children will under¬ 
stand the dilemma - they need privacy in the 
safety of the family home. 

By giving youngsters their own floor, with 
the parents upstairs in their own master bed¬ 
room, it particularly gives teenagers a feeling 
of having their own space. 

Large families looking to spread out over 
three floors will appreciate the flexibility of a 


layout with an open kitchen and dining area, 
a separate living room, spacious bedrooms, an 
en-suite and a family bathroom. 

With more and more professionals working 
from home, a three-storey layout is the perfect 
solution for setting up an office in the home. 

Many families now consist of divorced par¬ 
ents who have children from previous mar¬ 
riages and regular visits from step-siblings at 
weekends. The additional bedrooms can ac¬ 
commodate the needs of this extended family. 


Increasing numbers of friends and profes¬ 
sionals are choosing to get onto the first rung 
of the property ladder by purchasing a home 
together. By opting for a three-storey house 
each person could potentially have a self-con¬ 
tained section or floor of the house. 

Ettingshall Place, in Ettingshall Road, of¬ 
fers two, three and four-bedroom homes with 
prices starting at £102,500 for a two-bedroom 
semi with the Bickleigh priced from £132,500. 
Visit www.persimmonhomes.com 


Bungalow beside fields 
and close to the riverside 

A SPACIOUS detached bungalow, 
Larpen, Severn Meadow, Astley Burf, 
Stourport, is in a pleasant setting 
close to the river and next to fields. 

It is for sale through the estate agent Allan 
Morris Estate Agents at £285,000 with no up¬ 
ward chain. 

With double glazing and oil central heating the 
home lies in an enclave of individual bungalows 
set around a central meadow with a pond. 

Having off-road parking for three/four cars 
and a double garage it has a reception hall with 
a WC off, an excellent lounge with a full height 
brick feature fireplace with log burner and sliding 
patio doors to the front, a kitchen with a fridge, 
freezer, electric oven, hob and hood. There is also 
a conservatory, master bedroom with fitted fur¬ 
niture, a second bedroom with wardrobes and a 
generous third bedroom, bathroom and gardens. 

Contact Allan Morris Estate Agents by calling 
01299 825522 or visit www.allan-morris.co.uk 





Victorian home has 
plenty of character 


NUMBER 54 Bewdley Road, Kid¬ 
derminster, is a three storey Vic¬ 
torian residence with features, 
parking and long rear garden. 

It is for sale through Andrew Grant at 
£172,950. It has an entrance hall with 
stairs off, sitting room with bay window, 
exposed floorboards and an impressive pe¬ 
riod fireplace, dining room with fireplace 
and exposed brickwork and French doors, 
breakfast kitchen with oven and hob and 
extractor, skylights, rear lobby, cellar, two 
first floor bedrooms, bathroom, two second 
floor bedrooms (one en suite), parking, ga¬ 
rage/garden store. 

Contact Andrew Grant on 01562 60228 or 
visit www.andrew-grant.co.uk 
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Extended semi-detached 
has landscaped gardens 



TASTEFULLY presented, this three- 
bed semi-detached house in Norton 
Road, Stourbridge has been extend¬ 
ed and has extensive landscaped 
gardens. 

Directly opposite Mary Stevens Park, it is 
for sale through Scriven & Co at £295,000. 

It has a porch, reception hall with herringbone 
pattern block flooring, WC, lounge with a feature 
fireplace, an extended living room with dining 
and sitting areas and French doors, kitchen with 
gas hob, extractor, oven/grill, tall storage unit 
housing fridge and freezer, washing machine, 
dishwasher, breakfast bar. 

There are three bedrooms and a bathroom. 

For further information contact Scriven & Co 
Estate Agents on 0121 4224011 or visit www. 
scriven.co.uk 




Two-bed terraced 
is available to rent 


THIS delightful two-bedroomed terraced 
house in High Street, Wordsley lies in a 
prominent location. 

Having a traditional frontage, it is avail¬ 
able to rent through Town & Country at 
£500 pcm unfurnished. 

With gas central heating, double glazing, 
decked rear garden and gravelled driveway 
affording off road parking it has a lounge 
with a feature fireplace, breakfast kitchen 
with light wood units, oven, hob, extractor 
and under stairs storage. 

There are two bedrooms (one with a 
built-in wardrobe) and a bathroom with a 
white suite and laminate flooring. 

For further details contact Town & Coun¬ 
try on 01384 444855 or visit www.townand- 
countrypropertyservices .co .uk 



&K3WODD 

RESIDENTIAL AUCTION HOUSE 
OF THE YEAR 2014 


133 Lots 

To include properties on behalf of: 



ENTRIES NOW INVITED FOR OUR NEXT AUCTION 


AUCTION 

30th April 2015 



TheNegotiator 
AWARDS 2014 

Residential Auction 
House of the Year 



at Aston Villa Football Ground 



47a Salop Street, Dudley 

3 Bedroom End Terraced Property 

Guide: £34,000 - £39,000 


17 Roden Avenue, Kidderminster 

4 Bedroom Detached Property 

Guide: £225,000 - £250,000 


28 Queens Road, Tipton 

2 Bedroom Semi Detached Property 

Guide: In excess of £50,000 



19 Ash Road, Tipton 

3 Bedroom End Terraced Property 

Guide: £54,000-£59,000 


7 Church Street, Brierley Hill 

Former Freehold Public House with 
Planning Permission for 4 Flats Above 

Guide: £40,000 - £50,000 


216 High Street, Dudley 

Town Centre Retail Premises with 
Offices to First & Second Floors 

Guide: £240,000 - £250,000 


W: cpbigwood.com 


T: 0121 233 5046 W: cpbigwood.com * @CPBigwood 

*Please note charges may apply in addition to the purchase price on some lots *For a definition of Guide Price & Reserve price please refer to our catalogue or website 




















































_PROPERTY 

Two-bedroom property 
could be ideal first home 



THIS modern two-bed- 
roomed semi-detached 
home in Club Row, Dudley, 
could be ideal for the first 
time buyer. 

It is for sale through Skitts Es¬ 
tate Agents at £119,950 with no 
chain. 

With central heating and double 
glazing it has a porch, entrance hall 
with stairs off, a living room with a 
fire, kitchen with a cooker hood and 
pantry, side room, two bedrooms (one 
with wardrobes) and a bathroom with 
a white suite. There is a garden. 

Contact Skitts on 01902 686868 or 
visit www.skitts.net 




K. Stuart Swash 


DRAYCOTT, CLAVERLEY 



Within a delightful country hamlet, an 
unique and charming bungalow set 
amidst spacious grounds which offer 
much scope for extension (stpp). The 
accommodation, which benefits from 
central heating and majority double 
glazing, is beautifully presented and 
offers fully enclosed Porch, spacious 
Entrance Hall, lovely Lounge with 
Dining Area, excellent Kitchen, Sun 
Lounge opening to large Rear Loggia, 
Two Bedrooms, well appointed 
Bathroom, Garage, lovely Gardens 
with open aspect beyond, Greenhouse, 
Workshop, epc: E40 

£ 345,900 


UPPER LEA, WALL HILL, Nr. CLAVERLEY 

A truly magnificent location with superb 
open views across Shropshire countryside 
provides the perfect setting for this 
impressive and spacious Barn Conversion, 
currently designed as two individual but 
inter-connecting units which would 
easily convert to offer one exceedingly 
spacious home. There is much character 
throughout and a superb Garden / Party 
Room with fine First Floor Balcony Lounge. 
Four Bedrooms, Two Bathrooms, well 
appointed Kitchens, Two Sitting Rooms 
- charming Garden Retreat overlooking 
attractive Gardens bordering open fields, 
epc: D63 J.S.A. Berriman Eaton. 

OFFERS AROUND 

£ 675,000 



2 WATERLOO ROAD, WOLVERHAMPTON TEL: 01902 710626 OR 424044 
email: swashauctions@btconnect.com www.kstuartswash.co.uk 
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Wakem 



« 


LAND ADJOINING 78 COCHRANE ROAD 0/A £250,000 4 ELMWOOD RISE 

HOLLY HALL 
•Level rectangular plot 

•Outline planning consent for: »En suite shower room off bedroom one 

•Two pairs of three bedroom semi detached houses and •Extended breakfast kitchen, utility room 

•A terrace of three, three bedroom houses »Private rear garden with excellent views 

•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATINGS TBC «SEDGLEY OFFICE - EPC RATING C 
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28 DEEPDALE LANE, LOWER GORNAL 


£230,000 


KILMENY COTTAGE 0/A £220,000 94 ROBERT STREET £210,000 75 NORTHWAY 


•Well presented and much improved three bedroom detached bungalow 
•Enjoying superb views towards the Shropshire hills and countryside 
•Well proportioned and flexible extended accommodation 
•Ample off street parking, double garage and landscaped private rear garden 
•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATING D 


PROSPECT ROAD, GORNAL WOOD 

•Charming Gornal Wood village cottage 
•Located in a quiet position & set well back from the 
•Occupying a large garden plot, attractively laid out g 
•Huge potential for further extension/development 
•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATING E 


•Three bedrooms 

•Partial gas central heating 

•Outline planning permission for detached bungalow 

•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATING TBC 








12 CHEVENING CLOSEO/A £189,950 

SEDGLEY 

•Modern detached bungalow 
•Two bedrooms, shower room 
•Enviable position at head of cul de sac 
•Pleasantly landscaped gardens 
•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATING TBC 


1 WEN DOVER ROAD Offers Over £170,000 13 BREEN RYDDING DRIVEOIRO £169,950 69 CONSTANTINE WAY 0/A £159,950 78 DEEPDALE LANE 0/A£145,000 55A SPRING ROAD 


ROWLEY REGIS 

•Detached house 
•Three bedrooms 
•Attractively presented 
•Refitted kitchen 
•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATING D 


•Improved & extended accommodation 
•Living room & dining area, conservatory 
•Study/sitting room, large bathroom 
•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATING C 


BILSTON 

•Attractively presented & improved modern detached house 
•Double glazed & gas centrally heated three bedroom 
accommodation 

•Generous sized garden plot with a level rear garden 
•Established residential area between Bilston and Tipton, 
•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATING D 


LOWER GORNAL 

•Semi detached house 

•Three bedrooms 

•Well maintained accommodation 

•Excellent views towards Shropshire Hills 

•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATING TBC 


•Extended, well maintained & attractively presented 
•Situated in a pleasant cul-de-sac location 
•Attached garage & easily maintained private rear garden 
•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATING D 


SEDGLEY 
•Link detached house 
•Well maintained & presented 
•Three bedrooms 
•Private rear garden 
•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATING E 



£139,950 8 BEECHFIELD GROVE £134,950 


•Three bedrooms 
•Lounge/dining room 
•’L'shaped kitchen 
•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATING TBC 



179 TlPTON ROAD £134,950 


WOODSETTON 

•Spacious Victorian terraced house 
•Two large bedrooms 
•Re-fitted kitchen & bathroom 
•Secure parking at rear 
•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATING E 



47 SPRINGFIELD GROVE £125,000 


SEDGLEY 

•End terraced house 

•{Three bedrooms 

•Large bathroom 

•Good sized rear garden 

•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATING TBC 



3 GEORGE ROAD £122,950 


COSELEY 
•Semi detached house 
•Three bedrooms 

•Gas central heating & double glazing 
•'L' shaped dining kitchen 
•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATING D 



13TURLS HILL ROAD OIRO £105,000 

SEDGLEY 

•Edwardian semi detached house 
•Three bedrooms 

•General updating & renovation works 
•Two reception rooms, breakfast room 
•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATING G 



■ fc' m M 

AVAILABLE TO LET £525 PCM 
FEES APPLY 


108 METROPOLITAN LOFTS £100,000 

DUDLEY 

•First floor duplex apartment 
•Mezzanine bedroom 
•Secure undercover parking 
•Communal lifts 

•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATING C 



LAND ADJOINING 78 DEEPDALE LANE 0/A £75,000 

LOWER GORNAL 
•Rarely available building plot 
•Outline planning permission for detached dormer 2 
bedroom bungalow 
•Wide frontage onto Deepdale Lane 
•Superb views to the rear 
•SEDGLEY OFFICE 



30 JOCKEY FIELDS £57,950 


UPPER GORNAL 
•First floor flat 
•One bedroom 
•Gas central heating 
•Communal grounds 
•SEDGLEY OFFICE-EPC RATING C 


Sedgley Office Dudley Office 

01902 885894 01384 459999 wakeman-online.com 
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Taylors 


the property professionals 

KingMwiitford Brierlry Hill Viipl* > 

01384 401777 01384 265265 01902 880888 

-i Stourbridge Haksowcn J Bearwood 



UPPER G0RNAL, Old Quarry Drive 

OUTSTANDING, EXTENDED, gas centrally heated, double glazed detached residence situated 
upon corner plot at head of cul-de-sac. Magnificent, accommodation provides; reception 
hall, lounge, dining room,'L'shape sitting/garden room,enlarged/refitted kitchen with a 
fine range of units, utility room, and cloakroom. Gallery landing, principal bedroom with 
wardrobes & shower room en suite, three further bedrooms, bathroom. Garage, landscaped 
gardens. EPC:T.B.A. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £275,000 



W00DSETT0N, Bosworth Close, The Poplars’ 

REMARKABLY SPACIOUS! Situated upon CORNER PLOT a stylish, double glazed & gas centrally 
heated DETACHED comprising; reception hall, cloakroom, living room with bay, separate 
dining room, kitchen with a fine range of units, utility room. Principal bedroom with fitted 
units & shower room en suite, three further bedrooms, bathroom with white suite, Double 
(177 x 167) garage, professionally landscaped rear garden. EPC D. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £260,000 



SEDGLEY, Off Lime Road, The Bungalow 

Approached from Lime Road, EXTENDED, gas centrally heated, double glazed FOUR/FIVE 
bedroom detached family residence with DISTANTVIEWS comprising; hall, two through living 
rooms, sitting room, CONSERVATORY, shower room, kitchen, lobby, two double bedrooms. To 
first floor two further bedrooms (one with en suite) Parking, gardens. EPC: D. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £255,000 



SEDGLEY, Bath Street 

EXCITING CONTEMPORARY DESIGN! - Fastidiously appointed 
recently built SPACIOUS detached.Hall study lounge, 
OUTSTANDING Dining Kitchen Lobby laundry F/cloaks; FOUR 
Bedrooms (2 en-suite)bathroom DOUBLE GARAGE. EPC: C. 
SEDGLEY 


LOWER G0RNAL, Haslingden Crescent 

Extremely well presented, spacious,detached property situated 
in popular neighbourhood of Lower Gornal benefiting from 
double glazing, gas central heating and comprises; hall, good 
sized living room, guest, w.c., breakfast kitchen. THREE DOUBLE 
BEDROOMS with en suite to master bedroom, family bathroom. 
Garage, driveway, and private rear garden. EPCT.B.A. SEDGLEY 



WALL HEATH, Chapel Street 


A LARGE DETACHED 2 BEDROOM BUNGALOW, within walking 
distance of Wall Heath's shops, offering VERY SPACIOUS and 
SUCCESSFULLY REDECORATED accommodation, with NEW 
BATHROOM and EN-SUITE SHOWER ROOM. LARGE DRIVEWAY, 
GARAGE and LANDSCAPED GARDEN. EPC D 



GORNAL WOOD, Summit Place 


Tremendously enhanced, Freehold, gas centrally heated & double 
glazed detached family home comprising; hall, cloakroom, 
transverse lounge, dining room, store, refitted kitchen with range 
of maple effect finish units. FOUR BEDROOMS, bathroom with 
white suite, garage, delightful gardens. EPC:C SEDGLEY 



DUDLEY, Aintree Way, Milking Bank 


Extended, gas centrally heated, uPVC double glazed detached 
on fine corner plot comprising; hall, lounge, transverse dining 
kitchen (French doors out to garden) utility, fitted cloaks: FOUR 
BEDROOMS, shower room with white suite. Garage, garden. EPC 
D SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £243,000 


Offers in the region of £217,500 


£199,950 


Offers in the region of £195,000 


PRICE: £195,000 



W0MB0URNE, Dickinson Road 


Just off prestigious Sytch Lane, this IMMACULATE, EXPENSIVELY 
IMPROVED, TWO BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED HOME offers 
a very generous layout of beautifully presented / appointed 
accommodation, plus a LARGE ATTRACTIVE REAR GARDEN and 
GARAGE at rear. EPC D 



Kingswinford, Chestnut Grove 

A LARGE & IMPRESSIVE TRADITIONAL SEMI-DETACHED HOUSE 
enjoying a superb end/corner position, providing EXTENDED 
and ATTRACTIVELY RE-APPOINTED accommodation with 3 
BEDROOMS & CONSERVATORY. With double width driveway and 
a private rear garden EPC - D 


W0RDSLEY, High Street 

A MOST IMPRESSIVELY SPACIOUS THREE STOREY END FAMILY 
TOWNHOUSE offering a versatile and beautifully improved layout 
which is'READYTO MOVE INTO', including FOUR POTENTIAL 
BEDROOMS, plus DRIVEWAY, GARAGE and a long, attractive 
garden. EPC TBA 



LOWER GORNAL, Grafton Gardens, Straits 


Gas centrally heated, uPVC double glazed, intermediate "family 
home" within walking distance of village briefly comprising; 
hallway, living/dining room, rear hallway, store, upgraded 
kitchen. THREE GENEROUS BEDROOMS, reappointed bathroom. 
Garage, sheltered garden abutting on to woods. EPC: E. SEDGLEY 



PENSNETT, High Street 


Well placed for local amenities, this IMPROVED THREE BEDROOM 
DETACHED FAMILY HOUSE benefits a LARGE DRIVEWAY plus the 
addition of a LARGE CONSERVATORY and offers a spacious layout 
together with a GARAGE and low maintenance rear garden. EPC E 


£159,950 


£155,950 


£149,950 


Offers in the region of £149,950 


£142,500 




W00DSETT0N, Parkes Hall Road 


UPPER GORNAL, Ox Street 


DUDLEY, Vanborough Walk, London Heights 


W0MB0URNE, Foley Grove 


Superbly presented, gas centrally heated, double glazed semi 
detached with distant views from the side briefly comprising; 
lounge, hallway, cloaks, W/C, kitchen with a range of'beech' 
finish units with integrated appliances including; refrigerator, 
freezer, washing machine, oven, hob & filter. TWO DOUBLE 
BEDROOMS, bathroom. Courtyard to side with gardens to front, 
parking EPCT.B.A. SEDGLEY 


Delightfully located with this small cul de sac upon very popular 
'Pool House Farm', this MODERN MID TOWNHOUSE offers an 
attractive layout of accommodation including TWO RECEPTION 
ROOMS, plus a GARAGE and a lawned rear garden. EPC D 


This semi-detached property set in popular cul-de-sac offers 
great potential for a family home and benefits from THREE 
BEDROOMS, through-lounge, fitted kitchen, guest w/c, family 
bathroom, front and rear gardens, separate garage, NO UPWARD 
CHAIN. EPC:T.B.A. SEDGLEY 


Freehold, gas centrally heated, double glazed semi detached 
comprising; porch, hall, store. Ground floor accomm. has been 
"opened up"to provide lounge & kitchen. Three bedrooms, 
bathroom. Parking, garden, possible rear vehicular access 
(subject to licence fee to Council). EPC: D SEDGLEY 


Fairly modern uPVC double glazed and gas centrally heated 
two bedroom semi detached favourably situated within Upper 
Gornal. Accommodation comprises Living Room, Kitchen, 
Conservatory,TWO bedrooms, attractive shower room, parking 
and gardens, tarmacadam driveway with gravelled boarder. 
Offers NO UPWARD CHAIN.EPC Rating D. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £129,950 


£128,950 


PRICE: £125,000 


Offers in the region of £124,950 


£126,950, NOW £122,500 


www.taylors-estateagents.co.uk 
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Taylors 


the property professionals 


Kingiwinfoni 
01384 401777 


Brierley Hill 
01384 265265 


Sedgln 

01902 880888 


.it Stourbridge Halesowen Bearwood 



UPPER G0RNAL, Vale Street 

Unique, gas centrally heated detached comprising; Entrance vestibule, cloaks/ utility room, 
hall, lounge, dining room, refitted kitchen. Four bedrooms, bathroom (bed one with shower 
room en-suite). Carport, EXTENSIVE PARKING TO FRONT, secluded garden EPC: D SEDGLEY 


Offers in the Region of £247,500 



SEDGLEY, Rowena Gardens, Northway 

ENLARGED gas centrally heated uPVC double glazed detached with; hall, cloaks, 18 ft living/ 
dining room, sitting room, enlarged kitchen. Three bedrooms, bathroom, car port, garage, 
extensive parking. Stunning garden. EPC. D. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £229,995 



SEDGLEY, Moden Hill 

EXCITING OPPORTUNITY! Full planning consent secured to construct a magnificent detached 
split level family home with an overall house foot print of 200 sq metres. The plot slopes from 
East to West (fronting onto Snowden Rise) and it enjoys an unrivalled ELEVATED POSITION 
with magnificent panoramic DISTANT VIEWS to the West. Plans, drawings and other 
calculations are all for inspection at Sedgley Office. Viewing on site strictly by appointment. 
Offers based on £150,000 to be received for the Vendors consideration by MIDDAY on FRIDAY 
15TH MAY 2015. 

Offers based on £150,000 by 15.5.15 



C0SELEY, HURST HILL, Maslin Drive 


A 'refreshed'freehold, gas centrally and uPVC double glazed 
detached bungalow conveniently situated in 'quiet backwater'. 
Accommodation: entrance hallway, lounge/dining room, 
kitchen, LARGE CONSERVATORY, two bedrooms, shower room, 
extensive parking, brick garage, good size secluded garden. EPC. 
D. SEDGLEY 


SEDGLEY, Dormston Drive 


Situated within walking distance of Bull Ring; a gas radiator 
centrally heated, uPVC double glazed detached comprising; 
hallway, cloaks, 24'5"through living/dining room, kitchen.Three 
bedrooms, bathroom, block paving, garden. EPC: D SEDGLEY 



W00DSETT0N, Westerdale Close (Off Brook Street) 


ENVIABLY SITUATED; gas centrally heated, primarily uPVC double 
glazed detached bungalow (backing on to fields) requiring some 
sympathetic updating, and briefly comprising; reception hall, 
two double bedrooms (both with wardrobes), 17 ft living/dining 
room (with patio doors out to the garden), kitchen. Garage, 
delightful sheltered garden. EPCT.B.A. SEDGLEY 

Offers in the region of £190,000 



W00DSETT0N, Park Close 


ENLARGED, gas centrally heated, double glazed semi 
detached upon WIDE CORNER PLOT at head of cul-de-sac 
briefly comprising; porch, hall, lounge, pantry, dining room, 
CONSERVATORY, kitchen with a fine range of'high gloss white' 
finish units.Three bedrooms, bathroom with white contemporary 
'utopia'suite, garage, garden. EPC: D. SEDGLEY 


ma^am^EvAs £144,950, now £139,950 



LANESFIELD, Ward Grove 


OUTSTANDING! - modernised, enlarged, gas centrally heated, 
double glazed semi detached bungalow presented in exemplary 
order throughout comprising; magnificent 20'10" refitted kitchen, 
shower room, lounge, CONSERVATORY, staircase up to boarded 
loft space with velux skylights.. Parking & expertly tended garden 
.EPC :E SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £121,950 



DUDLEY, Dibdale Road 


Beautifully presented, gas centrally heated & double glazed, 
extended family home which offers spacious accommodation 
over 3 stunning floors comprising; lounge, kitchen with 
clerestorey lantern roof light, utility, THREE DOUBLE BEDROOMS 
with en suite shower to bedroom two, bathroom, shower room. 
Garage, driveway to front and fantastic enclosed rear garden. 
EPC:: T.B.A. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £189,950 



W0RDSLEY, New Street 


Retaining much of its original character, yet also boasting 
ATTRACTIVE MODERN APPOINTMENTS, this OUTWARDLY 
DECEPTIVE TWO BEDROOM MID TERRACE HOUSE offers a 
generous layout including a first floor Shower Room and benefits 
a long, attractive garden. EPC D 



TIPTON, Lea Green Avenue, Foxyards 


OUTSTANDING & EXTENDED, gas centrally heated, double glazed 
semi detached comprising; reception hall, extended L shape 
22'3" living/dining room, kitchen with a fine range of "satin 
cream"finish units, vestibule/outer porch, two double bedrooms, 
bathroom. Part integral garage, gardens. (Mining history 
available) EPC. D. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £120,000 



LOWER G0RNAL, Robert Street 


OUTSTANDING, significantly EXTENDED, gas centrally heated, 
double glazed THREE/FOUR BEDROOM semi detached offering 
rare opportunity of GRANNY SUITE facility (double ground 
floor fourth bedroom with shower room en-suite)comprising; 
porch, lounge, hallway, granny/teenager suite with shower 
room, dining room, pantry, breakfast kitchen.Three bedrooms, 
bathroom. Parking, garden, DISTANT VIEWS. EPC: D. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £165,950 



PENSNETT, Tansey Green Road 


Forming part of this sought after and established address, this 
TRADITIONAL TWO BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED HOME enjoys a 
CONSERVATORY together with a LARGE BLOCK PAVED DRIVEWAY, 
REAR DOUBLE GARAGE and a large rear garden. EPC E 



SEDGLEY, Gospel End Street 


Quaint, gas centrally heated & double glazed 19th century 
cottage in Conservation Area comprehensively restored with 
Sitting room (Inglenook/woodburner), breakfast kitchen (granite 
work surfaces),cellar. Principal bedroom (lofty ceiling, exposed 
beams) further bedroom, shower room, garden. EPCD.SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £119,950 


Offers in the Region of £164,950 



UPPER G0RNAL, Harvest Close 


RARE OPPORTUNITY! A gas centrally heated semi detached 
bungalow for improvement ENVIABLY SITUATED in cul-de-sac 
within immediate walking distance of so many day-to-day 
amenities. Accommodation includes; hallway, living/dining 
room, kitchen, inner hallway.Two bedrooms, bathroom. Potential 
garage space (subject to regulations), sheltered rear garden. EPC: 
T.B.A. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £135,000 



QUARRY BANK, Victoria Road 


This ATTRACTIVE & TRADITIONAL HOME oozes CHARACTER 
and CHARM, yet is DECEPTIVELY LARGE and has TWO LOVELY 
RECEPTION ROOMS with BEAUTIFUL HIGH CEILINGS and THREE 
GENEROUS BEDROOMS. Also comprising: Fitted Kitchen, White 
Suite Bathroom, Pretty Rear Garden. EPC E 


£119,950 


_ Offers in the region of £160,950 

4uildi. I 


\m 



SEDGLEY, Bath Street 


Immaculately presented, conscientiously maintained, uPVC 
double glazed semi detached which is well worthy of an internal 
inspection and briefly comprises entrance hall, stylish lounge, 
dining kitchen with a fine range of units & integrated appliances, 
CONSERVATORY, two bedrooms, bathroom. Garage, block paved 
driveway & garden. EPC: E. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £134,950 



WOLVERHAMPTON, Ettingshall Park Farm Lane, 
Ettingshall Park 


A semi detached for modernisation in popular district. 
Accommodation includes reception hall, through living /dining 
room, enlarged kitchen, three bedrooms, bathroom, former 
garage, gardens. EPC: E. SEDGLEY 


OFFERS OVER £115,000 


www.taylors-estateagents.co.uk 
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Enviable location for 
this extended detached 



THIS substantial extended detached 
family home in Harpur Road, Walsall 
lies in an enviable location between 
Walsall and Aldridge centres. 

It is for sale through Edwards Moore at 
£399,950. 

With double glazing, gas central heating, dou¬ 
ble garage, large frontage and a garden it has a 
porch, reception hall with staircase off, WC, a 
study, a dining room with a feature fireplace, a 
through lounge with double doors opening to the 
garden and a further sliding patio door and an 
inglenook fireplace with a wood burner. 

There is a breakfast kitchen with an integrated 
double electric oven and gas hob, utility, master 
bedroom suite with an en-suite bathroom, three 
further bedrooms and a family bathroom. 

Call 01922 621411 or visit www.edwards- 
moore.co.uk 




Popular area and 
ideal for first timer 

THIS two-bedroomed semi-de¬ 
tached house in Edinburgh Ave¬ 
nue, Bentley lies in a consistently 
popular area. 

Ideal for a first time buyer, it is for 
sale through L&S Prestige at £112,500. 

The well proportioned living accommo¬ 
dation comprises entrance hall, spacious 
lounge/diner, kitchen with light wood-effect 
units and ground floor WC, two double bed¬ 
rooms and family bathroom. 

The property also benefits from double 
glazing and gas central heating . There is 
also off road parking to the front and an en¬ 
closed garden to the rear. 

Contact L&S Prestige Estates on 01902 
606595 or visit www.prestige-estatesuk.com 



Taylors 


the property professionals 


Kingswinford 
01384 401777 


Brierlcy Hill 
01384 265265 


Scdgtcy 

01902 880888 


Stourbridge 

Halesowen n Bearwood 



UPPER G0RNAL, Greenhill Road 

SPACIOUS, uPVC single glazed end "starter home" that has been 
conscientiously maintained but offers further potential, and 
with rare advantage of REAR VEHICULAR ACCESS (from Inhedge 
Street). Accommodation provides; hall, 21 ft through living/ 
dining room, breakfast kitchen.Three generous bedrooms, 
bathroom. Lobby, stores and a w.c. Neat garden, gated/ 
tarmacadam parking, sheds. EPC: E. SEDGLEY 



PENSNETT, Heydon Road 


Having an IMPRESSIVE FITTED KITCHEN and a MODERN 
BATHROOM, thisTHREE BEDROOM PROPERTY would make a 
FANTASTIC FIRST TIME BUY or FAMILY HOME. Comprising: Hall, 
Sitting Room, Kitchen, Three Bedrooms, Bathroom, Block paved 
driveway & Rear Garden. EPC:D 



C0SELEY, Catherine Road, Hurst Hill 


ENLARGED semi detached for improvement in popular/ 
convenient district, and offering significant potential. Property 
comprises 28 ft through entrance vestibule, hallway, kitchen, 
enlarged 18'3" living/dining room. Three bedrooms, bathroom. 
Integral garage, garden. EPCrT.B.A. SEDGLEY 



This LARGE, THREE BEDROOM, SEMI DETACHED HOME is'for sale' 
with NO UPWARD CHAIN and has the POTENTIAL to EXTEND AND 
IMPROVE (subject to planning permissions). Comprising: Porch, 
Hall, Sitting Room, Dining Room, Kitchen, CONSERVATORY,Three 
Bedrooms, Bathroom, Garden. EPC: E 



W00DSETT0N, Brook Street 


Mid terrace for improvement with remarkable potential- 
surprisingly spacious accommodation provides: hall, lounge, 
dining room, kitchen, bathroom, 3 first floor bedrooms, steps to 
attic - garden. EPC: E. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £114,950 


£114,950 


Offers in the region of £104,950 


Offers in Excess of £99,950 


Offers in the region of £92,950 




UPPER G0RNAL, Hillary Crest 


PENSNETT, Louise House, High Street 


Brierley Hill, North Street 


This BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED AND DELIGHTFULLY DECORATED, 
FIRST FLOOR FLAT would make the ideal FIRSTTIME BUY or BUY 
TO LET INVESTMENT and comprises: Hall, Attractive Sitting Room, 
Dining Kitchen,TWO BEDROOMS, Lovely Modern Bathroom, Off 
Road Parking. EPC: D 


Much improved, conscientiously maintained, gas centrally 
heated, TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMED, Ground Floor flat with 
allocated parking. Front and rear gardens. NO UPWARD CHAIN. 
SEDGLEY: EPC Rating C. 


This LARGE, ATTRACTIVELY FURNISHED, FIRST FLOOR, FLAT would 
make the ideal FIRSTTIME BUY or BUYTO LET INVESTMENT. 
Comprising: Sitting Room, Kitchen,TWO BEDROOMS, Shower 
Room, Off Road Parking, CENTRAL HEATING & DOUBLE GLAZING. 
NO UPWARD CHAIN EPC D 



LOWER G0RNAL, Five Ways Court (Off Lake Street) 


50% SHARED OWNERSHIP, Stylish, gas centrally heated, double 
glazed end town house in GATED DEVELOPMENT comprising; 
reception hall, cloakroom, kitchen, lounge (with double doors 
out to garden). Two bedrooms, bathroom with white suite. 
Tremendous second floor principal bedroom with sky light & 
built in wardrobe. Garden, allocated parking. Vendors 50% SHARE 
for sale at £66,250. EPC: T.B.A SEDGLEY 



C0SELEY, Yew Tree Lane 

25% SHARE FOR SALE. Rare opportunity to purchase a GAS 
CENTRALLY HEATED & double glazed GROUND FLOOR flat in 
small development (just 4 dwellings) within walking distance of 
Coseley RAILWAY STATION comprising;19ft living/dining room 
with well equipped kitchen section incorporating oven, hob & 
filter, store, inner hallway, two bedrooms (both with wardrobes), 
bathroom with a white suite. Parking, extensive lawned grounds. 
EPC: C. SEDGLEY 


£92,500 


Offers in the Region of £87,500 


£75,000 _ Vendors 50% Share at £66,250 


PRICE: £17,500 for 25% share 


www.taylors-estateagents.co.uk 
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Stylish decor and with 
its own swimming pool 



SET well back from the road on Rad¬ 
ford Lane in Lower Penn, Wolver¬ 
hampton, this stunning residence 
has been re-styled with no expense 
spared. 

It is for sale through Thomas Harvey at 
£895,000. 

Approached via a gated driveway it has a sit¬ 
ting room, dining room, living room, breakfast 
kitchen with family area containing tailor-made 
units and appliances with the benefit of a hidden 
utility, galleried landing, master bedroom with 
luxury en-suite and balcony, guest bedroom with 
dressing room and en-suite and two further bed¬ 
rooms with en-suite and luxury bathroom. 

There is an indoor swimming pool with gym 
area, sauna room and shower room. There are 
two garages and grounds of about one acre. Con¬ 
tact 01902 758111 or www.thomasharvey.co.uk 




Detached home in 
a select location 


A SPACIOUS detached residence in a select 
cul-de-sac off Richmond Road, 14 Alderdale, 
Finchfield has direct access to the city cen¬ 
tre and versatile accommodation with an 
impressively positioned layout. 

It is for sale through Bartlams at 
£289,950. 

It has a lounge with marble fireplace, 15ft 
dining room with French window, large sit¬ 
ting room or fourth bedroom with fireplace, 
kitchen with integrated oven, three first 
floor bedrooms, a contemporary-style bath¬ 
room, central heating, double glazing, dou¬ 
ble-width garage plus a generous driveway 
and a south-facing rear garden. 

Contact Bartlams on 01902 762 900 or 
visit www.bartlams.co.uk 




Kingfisher, Wall Heath, DY6 OEN 


• Prominent to A449 in a good quality area. 

• Renowned bar, restaurant, function venue. 

• Three trading areas. Large car park. 

Sale required, leasehold offers invited. 

Tel: 0121 353 2757 

www.matthewphillipssurveyors.co.uk 

matt@matthewphillipssurveyors.co.uk 




^estates 

^direct! 

the 0% commission agent 

We can sell your property 
for a fixed fee from just 


£354 


including VAT 


Local Property Specialists 

now in Dudley 

Call us today for a REE 
property valuation! 


Call 01384 733 150 or visit 
www.estatesdirect.com 
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Slicker Vitara will challenge 


Commercial feature 


It’s good to see the Vitara badge 
being rehabilitated after the in¬ 
dignities it suffered at the hands 
of fashion in the early nineties. 
You’ll probably shudder as you 
recall those widewheelarched 
horrors, usually so merciless¬ 
ly colour-keyed in white that 
it looked as if they’d emerged 
from a peroxide bath. 

The windsurfing or rollerblading rhino 
on the spare wheel cover and the booming 
stereo from within were all rather ‘of their 
time’. The easy thing to have done after 
suffering these ministrations would have 
been to quietly drop the Vitara name and 
think up a new badge for their next gen¬ 
eration of compact crossovers but Suzuki 
stuck with it, probably to their cost, in this 
country at least. As the market grew more 
sophisticated, Suzuki was left behind. 

The thing is, the Grand Vitaras it sub¬ 
sequently built were actually pretty good. 
Sure, they were short of a bit of polish, but 
they were tough, reliable and practical. 
Then came the Nissan Qashqai. It hogged 
that particular section of the market and the 
Grand Vitara was doomed. Suzuki’s back 
in the crossover segment with a smaller 
and slicker offering. The Vitara is back. 

The mechanicals aren’t anything too sur¬ 
prising, shared as they are with the exist¬ 
ing SX-4 S-Cross. That means buyers get 
to choose between either a 1.6-litre petrol 
engine or a much preferable Fiat-sourced 
118bhp 1.6 diesel, both being offered in 


front or four-wheel drive guises. The petrol 
engine is fitted with a five-speed manual 
gearbox as standard with an optional CVT 
transmission also offered. Go diesel and 
you get a six-speed manual ‘box. The short 
overhangs will help with off-roading but the 
185mm ground clearance isn’t generous. 

The ALLGRIP four-wheel-drive transmis¬ 
sion features an electronically controlled 
clutch pack, controlled by a four-position 
switch on the centre console. Choose 
‘Auto’ and it’ll drive the front wheels un¬ 
less slip is detected, whereupon the rear 
wheels are pressed into action. ‘Sport’ 
diverts up to 20 per cent of torque to the 
rear wheels to give livelier handling. ‘Snow’ 
offers permanent four-wheel drive with the 
system choosing how much torque to split 
front and rear, while ‘Lock’ splits torque 
equally between front and rear. 

With tight proportions and a front end 
that has more than a hint of current Land 
Rover design, the Vitara is an assured 
piece of design. There’s also a blacked- 
out floating glasshouse, heavily sculpted 
flanks and a very neat taillamp finish. 

Suzuki cabins have long been the 
marque’s weak link but this Vitara shows 
the company pulling its socks up a bit. 
Okay, so the idea of body-coloured metal 
across the dash isn’t a new one (many of 
you will recall the Fiat Coupe mining that 
trend way back in ‘93) but Suzuki also of¬ 
fers chrome around the gearlever and door 
trims, plus an analogue clock. It’s by no 
means a large vehicle, breaking the tape at 
just over four metres long, but still features 
a features a 375-litre boot. 

Prices start at around £14,000 for the 
entry-level 1.6-litre petrol, but you’ll need 



‘Suzuki cabins have long 
been the marque’s weak 
link but this Vitara shows 
the company pulling its 
socks up a bit.’ 


a £20,000 budget for the petrol ALLGRIP 
4WD version. 1.6 DDiS diesel model pric¬ 
ing starts at around £17,000. All variants 
get seven airbags, 16-inch alloy wheels, a 
DAB Radio with USB and Bluetooth con¬ 
nectivity, cruise control with a speed limiter, 
auto air conditioning, front and rear electric 
windows and projector headlamps. 

The Vitara’s C02 emissions are low 
thanks to the use of high tensile steel and 
other weight saving measures in the body 
plus an Engine Auto Stop Start system 
which shuts down the engine when sta¬ 


tionary. The C02 emissions for the petrol 
engine with two wheel drive/manual trans¬ 
mission are 123g/km and 127g/km for the 
petrol engine with two-wheel drive / six- 
speed automatic transmission. Four-wheel 
drive is typically seen as detrimental to fuel 
economy and emissions performance. By 
contrast, Suzuki’s ALLGRIP system ena¬ 
bles C02 emissions that are remarkably 
low for a four-wheel drive SUV, with figures 
of 130g/km with five-speed manual trans¬ 
mission and 131g/km with six-speed auto¬ 
matic transmission. 



Request a Test Drive today: suzuki.co.uk/halesowenmotorhouse 

Halesowen Motor House 


Dudley Road Halesowen B63 3NH 0121 503 0001 


Official Fuel Consumption Figures for the Suzuki Vitara range mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km): Urban 42.1-61.4 (6.7-4.6), Extra Urban 55.4-76.3 (5.1-3.7), Combined 
49.5-70.6 (5.7-4.0), C0 2 emissions 131-106 g/km. 

The above fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results. Vitara range: Vitara SZ4 1.6 Petrol Manual available at £13,999 to Vitara SZ5 DDiS ALLGRIP Manual with Urban or Rugged Pack available at 
£21,799. All prices and specifications correct at time of going to print. For full details contact your local participating Suzuki Dealer. Offer subject to availability for vehicles privately registered between 1st April 2015 to 30th June 2015 from participating Authorised Suzuki 
Dealers only. For full details contact your local participating Suzuki Dealer. *Model shown is a Vitara SZ5 1.6 petrol available at £17,999 on the road (Single-tone metallic paint available at an additional cost of £430, Dual-tone paint available at an additional cost of £800.) 
tOptional extra for SZ5 models only, optional ALLGRIP 4-wheel Drive available at additional cost. 
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Small revisions 
making a big 
difference on 
the Mazda SUV 

By lain Dooley 


The CX-5 led Mazda’s charge back to winning 
ways in 2012 with the striking ‘Kodo’ styling 
that was then rolled out on everything else, 
from the 2 supermini to the 6 flagship saloon. 
This is the first time a Kodo car has been up¬ 
dated, so, as you can imagine, Mazda has 
kept the visual changes to a minimum. 

On the inside, the MZD infotainment system has 
been revised and you’ll find some of the main but¬ 
tons in a more intuitive place between the front seats. 
Small things can make a big difference. 

You’d have to argue that the CX-5 has been the prettiest 
member of the compact SUV class since it was launched. 
Nothing has changed too much on that front, with a tweak 
here and a lift there. 

Soft lines and muscular shapes combine to hide the car’s 
size exceptionally well. The Mazda is bigger than a Nissan 
Qashqai, but it doesn’t look it. 

Leaders 



The Power of Dreams 

ONE PREVIOUS 
CAREFUL OWNER. 


Something has always held this car’s sales back versus 
the sector sales leaders, though - even if a few hours with 
the car leaves me clueless as to why. 

It holds its own against any rival you care to name, so per¬ 
haps something in the CX-5’s image is struggling to shout 
loud enough to be heard over the crowd. 

You be the judge. 

An average-height man in the driving seat of the manu¬ 
al version leaves plenty of legroom behind himself. People 
tend to sit a bit further away in the automatic version, though, 
to stretch their legs a bit more, while those who sit closer to 
the wheel leave limo-like space for rear passengers. 

The boot is pretty huge, with a recessed bin at the side 
that can keep bottles or cartons from rolling or sliding 
around the rest of the load bay. 

A capacious covered bin between the front seats also has 
a removable coin tray. Handy. 

While the 2.2-litre diesel is a miracle of modern technol¬ 
ogy for how low its emissions are, it could do with more 
soundproofing. 

It grumbles and growls away not unpleasantly, but cer¬ 
tainly more loudly than it could. 

It really does drive sweetly, though, with a marvellous 
gearbox inspired by the MX-5 sports car’s, and body control 
that sits between the sporty and the comfortable. It grips 
like a limpet, feels instantly driver-friendly and the only fac¬ 
tor that takes some getting used to is on the manual petrol 
models, which have springy clutches and such instant throt¬ 
tle response that it can be hard to be really smooth when 
setting off. 


Intuitive 

Worth noting is the redesigned MZD system control lay¬ 
out, which works a treat. The system itself is possibly the 
most intuitive and capable system you’ll find anywhere in 
‘cardom’, quickly leading you to the options and sub-menus 
that you want. 

At the top end of the range the CX-5 gets expensive. It’s 
more spacious than some of its big-selling rivals, though, so 
the price tag isn’t without justification. 

The rubberised finish of some interior surfaces is a bit 
utilitarian for a car of this price, but the high-riding Mazda’s 
attributes lie elsewhere. It feels like solid value for money in 
the middle of the range. 

The fluency with which it drives, relative to its more 
straight-laced rivals, is a unique selling point in the sector. 

It’s also a bit of a looker and comes complete with a tow¬ 
ering driving position, lots of legroom for five and a boot big 
enough to create echoes. 

It’s a family car, then, but one for parents who really take 
pride in their choice and want something they can con¬ 
sciously enjoy owning. 

This car summed up in a single word: Smooth. 

If this car was a: Character in a soap opera, it would be 
good-looking, easy-going and talented. 

TESTED 

Mazda CX-5, from £22,295 

Engine: Four-cylinder diesel producing 148bhp 
and 2801 b/ft 


HONDA 


FINAL WEEK 



K 

WHATCAR? 

8 years as the UK’s most reliable car brand 


BRINDLEY HONDA 

With sites in Cannock, Halesowen, West Bromwich & Wolverhampton. Call: 03337 773277 or visit: www.brindley-honda.co.uk Calls charged at local rate 


Transmission: Six-speed manual driving the 
front wheels 

Performance: Top speed 125mph, 0-62mph in 
9.2 seconds 

Fuel Economy: 61 4mpg 
Emissions: 119g/km 


Fuel consumption figures for the Honda range in mpg (1/100km): Urban Cycle 23.2 - 70.6 (12.2 - 4.0), Extra Urban 40.4 - 85.6 (7.0 - 3.3), Combined 
32.5 - 78.5 (8.7 - 3.6). C0 2 emissions 201 - 94g/km. Fuel consumption figures sourced from official EU-regulated laboratory test results, are 
provided for comparison purposes and may not reflect real-life driving experience. 

Models shown for illustrative purposes only. Terms and Conditions: 37 months 0% APR Representative (interest rate per annum 0.0% fixed). Minimum customer deposit 0%, maximum customer deposit 30%. You do 
not have to pay the Final Payment if you return the car at the end of the agreement and you have paid all other amounts due, the vehicle is in good condition and has been serviced in accordance with the Honda service 
book and the maximum annual mileage has not been exceeded. Indemnities may be required in certain circumstances. Finance is only available to persons aged 18 or over, subject to status. All figures are correct at time 
of publication but may be subject to change. Credit provided by Honda Finance Europe Pic. Cain Road, Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 1HL. Honda Finance Europe Pic is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority, Financial Services Register number 312541. 5 Years Servicing Option is available for £500 and includes: all scheduled servicing as detailed in the vehicle service book for 5 years or 62,500 miles, whichever 
comes first. Servicing Option of £500 is inclusive of VAT (usual value £1,430 including VAT, resulting in a £930 saving ) is only available on vehicles purchased through Honda Aspirations. Please note, should you sell the 
vehicle during the period of cover, the cover remains with the vehicle. Offer available between the 1 April 2015 and 30 April 2015 inclusive on participating models between 90 and 180 days old, with a starting mileage 
of 50 miles or less. 
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Trio 


of hot VW Golf estates 


By Sharon Walters 


UK order books have opened 
for Volkswagen’s trio of hot Golf 
Estates - the Golf R and GTD 
Estates and the Golf Alltrack - 
ahead of first deliveries in Au¬ 
gust. 

The R and GTD Estates boast all the 
attributes of their popular hatchback 
counterparts, with like for like trims, 
but bootspace is increased from 380 
litres to 605 litres - and up to 1,620 
litres when the rear seats are folded 
flat. 

Power outputs range from 110 PS in 
Alltrack which is available with three en¬ 
gines, through 184 PS in the GTD to 300 
PS in the range-topping R model. 

The Alltrack and the R Estate also gain 
4MOTION four-wheel drive. 

Turbocharged 

Like the Golf R hatch, the Golf R Es¬ 
tate is powered by a 2.0-litre (1,984 cc) 
four-cylinder turbocharged TSI petrol 
engine. 

Maximum power is 300 PS from 5,500 
to 6,200 rpm while maximum torque of 
380 Nm (280 lbs ft) is available from 
1,800 up to 5,500 rpm. 

In this new car, standstill to 50 mph 
takes just 3.8 seconds, and to 62 mph 
5.1 seconds; top speed is electronically 
limited to 155 mph. 

Style and spec-wise, the Golf R Estate 
follows all the cues of its hatchback sib¬ 


ling, though the estate is only available 
with a six-speed DSG gearbox. 

The Golf GTD Estate is, quite simply, 
a booted version of Volkswagen’s iconic 
long-distance sports cruiser. 

The new estate model has at its heart 
a 2.0-litre (1,968 cc) common rail TDI en¬ 
gine which produces 184 PS from 3,500 
to 4,000 rpm. 

Maximum torque is 280 Nm (380 lbs 
ft) from 2,500 to 5,000 rpm. 

Benchmark 

The benchmark 0 to 62 mph sprint 
takes 7.9 seconds, with a top speed of 
143 mph. 

Yet the Golf GTD Estate lives up to 
its benchmark economy, returning 64.2 
mpg on the combined cycle, with C02 
emissions of just 115 g/km. 

A six-speed manual gearbox is 
standard, while a six-speed DSG 
version is available for a premium of 
£1,415. 

The Golf Alltrack follows in the foot¬ 
steps of the Passat Alltrack which first 
went on sale in the UK in 2012 and 
closes the gap between the on- and 
off-road worlds, both visually and tech¬ 
nically. 

It features a standard 4MOTION all¬ 
wheel drive system, off-road driving pro¬ 
file, higher ground clearance (up to 20 
mm). 

It is also styled to match its off-road 
credentials with flared wheelarches and 
side sills for added protection, as well as 
newly designed bumpers. 

Three engines are available for cus- 



‘It is also styled to match 
its off-road credentials.’ 


tomers in the United Kingdom and all 

are familiar from the Golf range. 

These comprise a 1.6-litre TDI 110 PS 
(iteration of engine used in Golf BlueMo- 
tion), 2.0-litre TDI 150 PS and 2.0-litre 


TDI 184 PS (available with DSG gearbox 

only). 

For more details, please visit your 
local Volkswagen Retailer or www. 
volkswagen.co.uk 
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Vauxhall’s 
underdog 
is a sound 
performer 

By James Parker 


Vauxhall’s latest version of the Corsa VXR 
packs a 205PS punch, a six-speed manual 
gearbox to delight purists and the option of a 
Performance Pack with a Drexler differential, 
Brembo brakes and bigger wheels. Some 
trick Koni dampers are fitted as standard. 
Economy and emissions lag behind the class 
best but otherwise it’s a strong showing. 

Here in the UK, we do love an underdog and on 
that basis, we ought to be all over the Vauxhall Corsa 
VXR. 

It’s never been one of the blue-blood hot hatches. It 
doesn’t have the lineage of a Peugeot 208 GTI, the joie de 
vivre of a Fiesta ST or the track-bred polish of a Renaultsport 
Clio. What many people failed to realise about the last Corsa 
VXR is that as a pure road car, it had the licking of a number 
of more illustrious names. T 

he combination of a slightly more supple ride quality and 
an aggressively punchy engine really made sense on Brit¬ 
ish roads. Vauxhall built us a car and we didn’t really repay 
them. 

Undeterred, they’re back with another crack. This time 
round, the Corsa VXR rides on a different chassis and looks 
a good deal sharper. Can it beat the best in the class? Even 
if it does, will you take notice? You’re a tough crowd. 

Power comes from an entirely predictable source, namely 
a 1.6-litre turbocharged petrol engine, in this case sending 
205PS through the front tyres via a six-speed manual box. 
That aces the Fiesta ST’s 182PS but look a bit more closely 
and you realise that the performance margin isn’t huge. 

The Corsa manages 245Nm of torque, with overboost lift¬ 
ing that to 280Nm for a few seconds at a time. By contrast 
the Ford makes 240Nm of torque, overboosting to 290Nm. 
And so it proves with the raw numbers, the Corsa getting to 
62mph in 6.8 seconds with a top speed of 143mph, while 
the Fiesta manages 6.9 seconds and 137mph. So, a small 
edge to the Vauxhall then. 

Lower 

The Corsa VXR gets Koni dampers with Frequency Selec¬ 
tive Damping (FSD) and rides 10mm lower than the stand¬ 
ard Corsa. For the first time on a hot Corsa, the ESP and 
traction control systems are both two-stage and switchable, 
which is a Vauxhall first. Competition mode disengages trac¬ 
tion control and reduces ESP interventions, while for track 
use the ESP can be entirely switched out. 

The electrically-assisted power steering has been revised 
for a more direct feel, with the 17in alloys shod with some 
beefy 215/45 R17 Michelin rubber. Tick the Performance 
Package option and you get an aggressive Drexler limit¬ 
ed-slip differential, big 330mm Brembo brake discs at the 
front, punchier damper settings and 18in rims. 

The VXR features an aggressive new front-end design that 
has divided opinion amongst those who first saw it on the 
Geneva Show stand. It gets large air intakes and an alumin¬ 
ium-framed opening below the headlights with a scoop be¬ 
low the bonnet and side-sill extensions. At the back, a rear 
spoiler reduces lift and twin Remus exhaust pipes further 
distinguish it from regular Corsas. Six exterior paint finish¬ 
es, including an exclusive Flash Blue launch colour, are on 
offer. 

The cabin features the usual sporty styling touches for the 
pedals, seats, steering wheel and gear lever but what really 
impresses is the feeling of solidity. A driver control centre 
takes pride of place within the instrument panel, which is 
themed around horizontal lines. The VXR also gets the Intel- 
liLink communications system which has already been seen 
in the ADAM. 

Recaro 

This Corsa VXR has been priced against £20,000 super- 
mini-based hot hatches like the Clio Renaultsport 200 Lux, 
the Peugeot 208 GTi and a top-spec version of Ford’s Fies¬ 
ta ST. For that kind of money, Vauxhall gives you standard 
Recaro shell-backed seats, a leather, flat-bottomed steering 
wheel, sports pedals, plus a VXR gear-lever and bespoke 
instruments. 

A heated front windscreen and Intellilink connectivity for 
both Apple iOS and Android smartphones are also stand¬ 
ard. There’s also cruise control, a trip computer and bi-xe- 
non headlights. Safety systems include six airbags and 
stability control, but should you want to go further, you can 
option in side blindspot alert, high beam assist, lane depar¬ 
ture warning and a rear-view camera. You can even specify 
a panoramic glass roof. 

The 17in wheels that come as standard are a bit of a dull 
outing, but the 18in option rims look the business. 

The Corsa VXR makes some fairly unexceptional econo¬ 
my and emissions numbers. Vauxhall reckon it will manage 
a combined 37.7mpg and emit 174g/km, which is some way 
off the 44.8mpg and 144g/km of a Clio 200 - and a long way 
shy of the top Fiesta ST’s 47.9mpg and 138g/km. It’s a bit 
baffling as to why this should be so below par. 
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DUDLEY / MOTOR COMP ANY/APRIL SALE!! 
OVER 30 QUALITY/ USER OARS AVAILABLE FROM 
OUR TRADE W SAVEI SITE! F ROM UIIDERl £5.000! 
AH CARS REDUCED, SOME BY AS MUCH AS £1000!! 

AH CAR PRICES ARE REDUCED INDIVIDUALLY AND MAY NOT HAVE DEEN REDUCED WHEN 1HS ADVERT GOES TO PRESS 

Hisigg bml mms metTP mm, mm, mm 

CAR 
THE WEEK 


10-60 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION | 

3 Door, White, One Private Owner From New 
A Stunning & Well Maintained Vehicle 


64/64 VAUXHALL CORSA LTD EDITION 3 dr, red, 10 miles!! 

SAVE NEARLY £4000.00 . NOW £10645 

64/64 VAUXHALL CORSA LTD EDITION 3 dr, white, 10 miles!! 

SAVE NEARLY £4000.00 . NOW £10645 

64/64 VAUXHALL CORSA LTD EDITION 3 dr, white, 10 miles!! 

SAVE NEARLY £4000.00 . NOW £10645 

64/64 VAUXHALL CORSA LTD EDITION 5 dr, grey, 10 miles!! 

SAVE NEARLY £4000.00 . NOW £11645 

14/14 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTi 140PS SRi VX LINE 

Hatchback, Black, 17,000 miles. £16495 

13/13 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION 3 door, White, 10,542 miles. £8995 

07/57 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi 3 door, Black, 53,000 miles. £4495 

11/61 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 SE CDTi 5 door, Red, 29,000 miles. £9495 

14/63 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTi 2.0CDTi 

“ELITE” “SAT NAV” Hatchback, Black, 8,700 miles. £15495 

07/57 VAUXHALL ASTRA SPORTS HATCH SRi CDTi 1.9 

3 door + Exterior Pack, Blue, 60,000 miles. £5550 

05/55 MERCEDES AVANTGARDE Cl80 AUTO Estate Silver, 73,000 miles. £5495 

00/X AUDI TT1.8 QUATTR0 CONVERTIBLE Black, 81,000 miles. £4995 

05/05 MIN11.6 COOPER Black, 50,000 miles. £5995 

07/56 MAZDA MX-5 CONVERTIBLE Soft Top, Red, 61,000 miles. £6495 

09/09 CHEVROLET AVE01.2S 3 door, Red, 53,000 miles. £3495 

09/09 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi Silver, 5 door, 43,613 miles. £5495 

09/59 NISSAN PIX01.0 ACENTA Black, 5 door, 40,293 miles. £4495 

08/58 FORD KA1.3 ZETEC Red, 3 door, 38,392 miles. £2995 

07/07 FIAT PUNT01.9 DIESEL Red, 3 door, 34,859 miles. £4695 

08/08 VAUXHALL ASTRA TWIN TOP 1.8 DESIGN Black, 3 door, 47,898 miles. £5895 

02/52 SUBARU IMPREZZA 2.0 GX 4WD Silver, 5 door, 60,148 miles. £3750 

08/58 CITROEN PICASS01.6 DIESEL VTR PLUS Blue, 5 door, 34,001 miles. £5995 

06/56 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8 SRi Black, 5 door, 51,071 miles. £4695 

07/07 NISSAN MICRA1.2 SPIRITA Red, 3 door, 30,373 miles. £3995 

08/58 SEAT IBIZA 1.2 S A/C White, 3 door, 63,454 miles. £4995 

06/06 RENAULT MEGANE1.6 EXPRESSION ESTATE Red, 5 door, 64,983 miles. £3450 

12/12 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION White, 22,891 miles. £8495 

10/60 VAUXHALL ASTRA 2.0 SRi CDTi Red, 5 door, 37,000 miles. £8495 

12/62 VAUXHALL MERIVA EXCLUSIVE 1.3 CDTi Gold, 9,560 miles. £8495 

12/12 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 ACTIVE Silver, 14,400 miles. £9595 

13/13 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 ENERGY Blue, 5door, 6,953 miles. £10250 

12/12 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION Black, 3 door, 10,391 miles. £8650 

06/56 VAUXHALL VECTRA1.9 SRi CDTi Silver, 5 door, 44,000 miles. £4995 

11/11 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.8 SRi NAV Grey, 5door, 33,000 miles. £7995 

10/59 HYUNDAI ilO CLASSIC Blue, 29,000 miles. £4995 

13/13 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 ENERGY Silver, 5 door, 9,500mls. £9995 

12/62 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi Grey, 3 door, 21,000 miles. £6995 

13/63 FORD FIESTA 1.2 ZETEC Grey. 5 door, 12,534 miles. £9995 

10/10 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 EXCLUSIVE CDTi 11 Ops Silver, 5door, 61,844miles. £6795 

11/11 VAUXHALL ASTRA EXCITE 1.4 Blue, door, 34,000 miles. £7695 

12/12 VAUXHALL ANTARA EXCLUSIV 2.2 CDTi S/S Silver, 22,000 miles. £10550 

12/12 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SE Silver, 5 door, 26,000 miles. £9495 

10/60 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 EXCLUSIVE Grey, 5 door, 62,000 miles. £5995 


08/58 KIA RIO DIESEL Silver, 48,000 miles. £4995 

07/07 NISSAN NOTE 1.2 Red, 5 door, 30,000 miles. £3995 

08/58 VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.9 CDTI EXCLUSIV Grey 5 door, 49,000 miles. £5695 

14/14 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SRi White, 5 door, 10,000 miles. £11995 

14/14 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA HATCH 2.0 CDTi 140 SRi VXR-LINE Black, 14,000miles. £15495 

12/12 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 ACTIVE AC White, 3 door, 21,000 miles. £7495 

06/56 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8 XP SRi Black, 3 door, 78,089 miles. £4995 

06/06 RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 EXPRESSION ESTATE Red, 64,000 miles. £3450 

14/14 VAUXHALL MOKKA SE 1.7 CDTi 4X4 Blue, 5,000 miles. £16995 

13/13 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.4 SLAM Yellow, 10,000 miles. £10495 

12/12 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC SPORT 1.4 T18,000 miles. £10995 

08/08 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2i SXi 3 door, A/C, Black, 68,000 miles. £4450 

14/14 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2.0 CDTI (115PS) Sportive Van 2.9t Euro 5 LWB 

Diesel, White, Delivery miles. £13,995+VAT 

14/14 VAUXHALL VIVAR01.6 SWB Diesel, New Shape/New Model, 

Silver, delivery miles. £14,995+VAT 

13/13 VAUXHALL ANTARA 2.2 CDTi Exclusiv 5 door, Black, 11 k miles. £12995 

11/61 VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4i 16V Excite Black, 5 door, 12k miles. £7250 

04/54 MINI CONVERTIBLE 1.6 One Met Blue 2 door, 68,405 miles. £4995 

09/09 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4116V DESIGN Silver, 5door, 45k miles. £5295 

13/63 VAUXHALL ANTARA 2WD DIAMOND CDTI Silver, Leather, Sat Nav. £14650 

14/14 VAUXHALL MOKKA EXCLUSIV Cdti AUTOMATIC White, 12,000 miles. £16995 

14/14 VAUXHALL CORSA DESIGN 1.2 3 door, Air Con, Choice of Colours. £7995 

13/13 VAUXHALL CORSA SX11.4 5 door, Air Con, Choice of Colours. From £7995 

13/63 VAUXHALL CASCADA CONVERTIBLE Silver, Full Leather, Sat Nav. £19495 

14/14 VAUXHALL MOKKA Exclusiv 1.6 petrol, choice of colours. From £13995 

14/14 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA TOURER EXCLUSIV 1.8 PETROL, Met Brown, 17,000 miles. £12995 

14/64 VAUXHALL CORSA LTD EDITION 5 door, Phantom Grey, Only 10 miles, Choice. £11495 

05/05 VW POL01.4 TWIST TDI Black, 5 door, 50,570 miles. £4395 

08/08 PEUGEOT 3081.6 HDI Black, 5 door, 55,108 miles. £5250 

09/09 AUDI A31.8 SPORT TFSI CONVERTIBLE Blue, 59,000 miles. £10495 

06/06 ASTRA LIFE 1.3 CDTI HATCHBACK Red, 5 door, 64,990 miles. £4450 

13/13 VAUXHALL ADAM JAM 1.2 Red, 17k miles. £8995 

13/13 VAUXHALL ADAM JAM 1.2 Red, 12,000 miles. £9150 

12/62 VAUXHALL CORSA LTD EDITION 5 door, Yellow, 13k miles. £8995 

14/14 VAUXHALL CASCADA 1.4 TURBO CONVERTIBLE Nougat, 9k miles. £16495 

05/05 RENAULT MODUS 1.5 DIESEL Dynamique Silver, 5 door, 43,504 miles. £3995 

06/06 FORD FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC Silver, 5 door, 59,865 miles. £4295 

06/06 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8 Sri X-PACK Silver, 5 door, 64,882 miles. £4350 

02/02 MERCEDES BENZ C CLASS C230K AUTO Silver, 3 door, 66,822 miles. £4495 

07/57 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0 BREEZE Red, 3 door, 63,271 miles. £4595 

08/08 PEUGEOT 2071.6 VTI SPORT Blue, 5 door, 54,646 miles. £4995 

09/09 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6i ACTIVE Red, 67,000 miles. £4995 

08/58 FORD FUSION 1.4 STYLE CLIMATE Blue, 5 door, 44,000 miles. £4995 

06/06 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6i 16V DESIGN Silver, 3 door, 53,102 miles. £4995 

05/05 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 2.0 CRTD CDX Silver, 5 door, 61,669 miles. £5995 

13/13 VAUXHALL CASCADA 1.4 TURBO “SE” CONVERTIBLE 12,000 miles. £15495 

09/09 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 TURBO SRi XP Red, 3 door, 60,000 miles. £6995 

14/14 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 DESIGN Grey, 5 door, 15,000 miles. £10495 

CREDIT PROBLEMS ■ NO PROBLEM!!! 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 
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Our Low Mileage Selection 

*12 Kia Soul 2 1.6 Silver Only 570 Miles 
12 Mitsubishi Colt CZ2 1.3 Auto Blue Only 3400 Miles 
12 Astra 1.4 Exclusiv Brown Only 3900 Miles 
12 Hyundai 1X20 1.4 Classic Blue Only 4100 Miles 
12 Micra 1.2 Acenta White Only 4700 Miles 
12 Clio 1.6 Dynam TomTom Auto Red Only 5000 Miles 
12 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Red Only 5000 Miles 
12 VW Polo 1.2 Match Red Only 7500 Miles 
12 Note 1.4 N-Tec+ Blue Only 7900 Miles 
12 Astra 1.6 Exclusiv Blue Only 8000 Miles 
59 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Blue Only 8000 Miles 
61 Kangoo 1.6 Express Auto Red Only 9700 Miles 
12 Gr Scenic 1.6 Dyn Tomtom Black Only 10000 Miles 
63 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Silver Only 10000 Miles 
12 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Blue Only 11000 Miles 
61 Gr Modus 1.5 DCI Dynamique Silver Only 11000 Miles 
61 Kia Soul 2 1.6 Black Only 12000 Miles 
11 Mini One 1.6 Orange Only 12000 Miles 


61 C3 1.4 VTR+ Blue 15k 

£6,995 

10 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 33k 

£6,795 

61 C4 G Picasso 1,6HDi VTR+ EGS Silver 21 k 

£9,995 

13 DS3 1.6 Dstyle Auto Yellow 16k 

£9,495 

13 DS5 2.0 HDI Dstyle Grey 31k 

£13,295 

Ford 

08 Ka 1.3 Zetec Climate Silver 23k 

£2,995 

06 Fiesta 1.2 Style Silver 52k 

£3,495 

12 Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Silver 18k 

£7,495 

10 Fiesta 1.6 Titanium Red 41k 

£6,995 

12 Focus 1.6 Zetec Blue 18k 

£8,995 

Nissan 

59 Micra 1.4 Tekna Auto Red 21 k 

£5,795 

09 Note 1.4 Acenta Red 32k 

£5,495 

06 Note 1.6 SE Auto Silver 52k 

£3,995 

58 Qashqai 1.6 Acenta Blue 54k 

£7,995 


Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, 
Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles 


£9,495 

£6,995 

£9,495 

£8,495 

£6,995 

£6,995 

£8,495 

£8,995 

£8,495 

£8,795 

£7,695 

£6,995 

£9,495 

£11,995 

£8,495 

£6,495 

£8,295 

£7,995 


Peugeot 

61 Bipper Tepee 1.3 HDI Outdoor EGO Dark Grey 17k £6,795 

61 207 1.4 HDI Active 3dr Silver 20k £5,995 

12 3008 1.6 HDI Exclusive Black 15K £11,495 

11 3008 1.6 HDI Sport EGO Vapor Grey 16k £9,495 

61 3008 1.6 HDI Active II EGO Red 24k £9,295 

Vauxhall 

12 Corsa 1.4 SE Auto Silver 13k £7,795 

57 Astra 1.4 Club Silver 73k £2,995 

11 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exc Auto Silver 18k £7,495 

13 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Brown 18k £8,295 

12 Zafira 1.6 Design Red 20k £8,995 

Other 

07 Daihatsu Terios 1.5 S Grey 47k £5,295 

57 Dodge Caliber 2.0 SX CVT Auto Red 73k £2,995 

11 Skoda Fabia 1.6 TDI Elegance Blue 21 k £7,995 

08 VW Polo 1.2 Match Silver 42k £4,995 


This Weeks^U e Specials 



Only 4700 Miles 
From New 


Nissan Micra 
1.2 Acenta 
12 Reg 


£6995 



Colt Cz2 1.3 
Automatic 
12 Reg 


Only 3400 Miles 
From New 



Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www. oakgarage .co.uk 

Unit I .Sterling Park,Brierley Hill Dy5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 11 -4 2104 


Don’t try to 
haggle over 
the price - it 
is a bargain 

By Ian Donaldson 


MG must be hoping that less is more with the 
relaunch of the larger of its two models, the 
blink-and-you’ll-miss it MG6. 

Now the company, based in China but with a mod¬ 
est UK home in the Birmingham factory where the 
original Mini was once built, is slashing prices of the 
MG6, ditching the option of a petrol engine and boot¬ 
ing out the saloon version too. 

That leaves a pared down range, costing £3,000 less than 
before, with modest changes to looks inside and out, slight¬ 
ly better performance and economy from its diesel engine 
and a boost to the already high standard equipment count. 

And MG will be pretty happy if it sells 600 of them this year 
through a growing dealer network enjoying fast-rising sales, 
mostly of the smaller MG3 hatch. 

Like that lively little runaround, its big brother MG6 has 
no-haggle prices (so don’t try), but with the cheapest model 
in the three-car line-up costing just £13,995 there shouldn’t 
be many potential customers who don’t regard it as a bit of 
a bargain anyway. 

They’ll be getting an S grade car with air con, hill start 
assist (it hangs on to the brakes for a moment after you 
release the pedal on a slope) and even heated front seats 
(they’ll cost you £300 on a £35,000 Audi) and an engine 
that provides enough performance and a likely 50mpg in 
everyday use. 

The £16,195 TS version brings satellite navigation (a new 
system that works well), along with Bluetooth and a DAB 
radio, auto lights, wipers and dimming mirror and rear park¬ 
ing sensors. 

That’s surely the version to go for if you can possibly af¬ 
ford the extra monthly payments, although the range top¬ 
ping TL (£17,955) does add a touch of modest luxury, with 
leather trim, electric seats, dual zone climate control and a 
rear parking camera. 

All of which may make you wonder how the likes of Ford, 
with the Focus, Vauxhall with the Astra and Skoda’ with the 
Octavia (all quoted as chief rivals) actually manage to move 
any metal at much greater prices - up to £7,000 more in 
some cases, before you factor in a discount or two. 

Well, even MG would agree the opposition “might per¬ 
form slightly better”, and it does. The MG6, especially this 
reworked version actually feels pretty good on the road, 
pulling well without too much diesel clatter and urged along 
with a fine new feel to the gear change. 

Rides and handles decently too; you can tell final fettling 
has been done by British engineers on our uniquely chal¬ 
lenging UK road surfaces (German prestige marques please 
note), but without that final veneer of class that you’ll find in 
the best of the MG6’s competitors. 

Inside, the new car feels usefully more classy than before 
but the feel of its plastics and the look of the instruments 
won’t worry a Skoda driver, although an MG buyer may be 
more interested in the spacious back seat and big boot of 
his car rather than spending time rapping the dash with his 
knuckles. 

But you must then skip back to the prices and ask: “Is this 
is a car I could live with, while pocketing the thousands of 
pounds I’d save by buying one?” 

There ought to be at least 600 people this year who an¬ 
swer with a resounding “yes!”. 

TESTED 

MG6 GT TL 

Engine: 148bhp diesel 
Warranty: Three years, 60,000 miles 
Economy: The MG6 can do 60.7mpg 

Insurance group: 15 
Price: £17,995 
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Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


J.R. JONES 


Lower Gornal 01902 880040 


DAINTY & 
DOWNING 


Dudley 01384 252772 


Independent family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


A 


Family 


DUDLEY TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 
Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11+ , SATS, 
Secondary; GCSE, A, Deg, etc. 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 


TUITION IN MATHS and numeracy 
for young people and adults. 7 
years old to GCSE. 07931 554503. 
£5ph ENGLISH, MATHS, Science 
11 +/ SATs/ GCSE/ A levels. 

01902 335879 / 07803170919 


BARGAIN! 

MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Excellent condition. 

4 wheels. 

Folds into boot. 

Can deliver free if local. 

£295. 

07508 311029. 


your toe nails? Call for a home visit, 
07846 326801 - NHS reg. 

FULL CHIROPODY TREATMENT. 
House-based clinic. Reasonable 
fees. HCPC registered chiropodist. 
Tel: 01902 674841 or 883037. 


Capitol Mobility-Bilston 


SERVICING FROM £15. 
SCOOTERS, LIFT CHAIRS 
MOBILITY AIDS. 
WHEELCHAIR HIRE 
MOTABILITY WELCOME. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER New batter 
ies. Fits in a car. Very good condi¬ 
tion. Four wheeler.£275 07467 
308025 

MOBILITY SCOOTER. Pride Go Go 
Elite Traveller Sport. Excellent con¬ 
dition. Dismantles easily for car 
boot. £350 ono. 01902 897581. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

STANNAH STAIRLIFT Suit straight 
stairs, regularly maintained, very 
good condition, buyer to remove, 
£250. 01922 445275. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 


ERKA TRAILER 5x3, ideal camping, 
lights, spare wheel, cover, 
galvinised body, £120. 4x3 trailer 
with lights. £40 ono. 01902 791441. 


ASHWOOD CAR BOOT Sundays 
from 6am. By Roberts Farm Shop 
on A449, DY6 0AA. 07710 644908. 
www.ashwoodcarboot.co.uk 


COL’S CAR BOOT 
& MARKET 

OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 
AND WEDNESDAY 
PLUS BANK HOLIDAYS 

at Himley Bypass, B4176 

Ring Colin: 07973 904585 
www.colscarboot.co.uk 

OPEN ALL YEAR 


CAR BOOT SALES! 


Every Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday 

Every Sunday 

Muckley Corner, Hall Lanes, 
Lichfield, WS14 OBE 


Booters £3.50 


07538 842842 



ACE AWARD, 2008 


4 berth, fixed bed, with full 
cooker and fridge, CD player, 
blow air heating, porch awning 
and lots of extras, in excellent 

condition. 

£5,995. 

07800 823395. 


BAILEY RANGER 500/5 

2007, 5 berth with Isabella 
Awning and Annexe, 

£6,495 ono, 

downsizing so will consider 
swap for 4berth, end bathroom, 

cash either way. 

07814 817506 


rs r* 

BAILEY SENATOR 
VERMONT 

2006, 2 berth, end bathroom, 
full oven, microwave, warm air 
heating, hot water, alarm, 
combi awning. 

No pets / smokers. 

£5,995. 

0121 550 2929. 


world . \ 

JtMobility 4) 

NEW Electric Scooters from only £595 
Second hand from £300 

* A 



service and aftercare on all 
our products. 


Showroom 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote Stourbridge 

DY8 4BS or call 01 384 378252 

OPEN MON-SAT 9-5 pm FREE PARKING AT REAR 


BLUEBIRD SUPER DELUXE 
STATIC CARAVAN 

35ft x 12ft, with large decking, 
CH, phone connections in all 
bedrooms, dogs allowed. 
Sited on private park in Mid 
Wales. 

Rent paid till 2016. 

£8,900. 

07944 384135. 




CHEAP STATIC CARAVAN FOR 
SALE on Presthaven Sands In 
North Wales £14,995 10 & half 
month season call Joe on 
07801983526 



HOLIDAY HOME, BALA 

2005 Willerby Westmorland 
35x12 2 bed DG GCH, Decking 
Quiet and Peaceful 5 star park. 
Palewood Holiday Home Park, 

Amazing views of the valleys 

£12,500 ono 
01678 530212 


LUNAR CLUBMAN 
CARAVAN 

Two berth. With Mover, awning, 
sun canopy. Beautiful interior. 
Many extras. 

Serviced and ready to go. 

£5,750 ono 

Telephone 01384 872648 


STATIC CARAVAN 35x12, 6berth 
decking, quiet site Mid Wales, 2015 
site fees inc, 2fishing pools, 20 mins 
to coast, £6000. 07973 319702. 


STATIC CARAVAN 

Pemberton Elite 35 x 12, 2 
bedrooms, 6 berth, superb 
condition, sited on award 
winning site in Mid Wales, fees 
paid up to date, magnificent 
views, facing directly onto 
pasture land 
Only £5,750 ono. 

01384 77291 or 07586 
354952. 


ill 


VW T2 2.0 BAY 
CAMPER VAN 

1976, left hand drive. 
California import. 
Marino yellow. 
Original Westfalia interior. 
Pop top. Sleeps 4. 
MoT March 16. 
Lovely condition for year. 
£13.500 ono. 

07792 939370. 

__Shrewsbury. 


WILLERBY STATIC 
CARAVAN 

28 x 10, 2 bedrooms, On quiet 
park with two fishing pools in 
Mid Wales. Site fees included 
for 2015. Dog friendly. 

£4,500. 

Telephone 07922 351352 

CARAVAN WANTED. Can pick up 
asap. Wanted caravan. 

"me on 07717 090817. 



FISHING TACKLE WANTED any¬ 
thing considered. New or Otd 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 


THE ORPHEUS 
SUPPORTERS CLUB 

Have organised a Jumble 
and Nearly New Sale at 
Bilston Catholic Church Hall, 
Oxford Street, Bilston, on 
Friday, April 24, 2015. 
Doors open at 12.30. 
Loads of bric-a-brac, books, 
nearly new rail, refreshments. 
Bargains galore. 
Admission 20p. 


JBL PRX612M SPEAKERS. Pair, 
1000 watts each. Never gigged. 
Comes with 2 NJS mini stands and 
leads. £1,400 ono. 07578 899169. 

MARSHALL AS100D 100 watt 
acoustic guitar amp, with foot 
switch ana manual. Good condi¬ 
tion. £350 ono. 07578 899169. 

YAMAHA TYROS 1 digital work 
station, CD Rom, twin speakers, 
base speaker, stand, owners 
manual. £600. 07946 383970. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



self catering 
v holidays 


BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



hair & beauty 


TWO BANKS CHAIRS FOR 
FOUR DRYERS 

Two back wash chairs, three 
comb out chairs. 

£200ono. 

Telephone 01902 845904, 

massage 


TRADITIONAL CHINESE Massage 

60mins £40, 30 mins £25. 01902 
903659, 07741 696099. Compton. 



SOUL & MOTOWN 
NIGHT 

Wombourne Civic Centre 
Friday 8th May 
Tickets £5. 

DJ’s Dave Thomas & 
Mick Stevens 

Guest Dj - Hitsville Chalkie 
Tickets and further info: 
tel: 07793 282891. 


Saundersfoot Bungalow 

3 Bed, All En suite, Sleeps 8, Cen¬ 
tral heating, TV Video, Washing 
machine, Dishwasher, Microwave 

Ring Brochure 

0121 353 1575 


Home & 
Services 


excellent condition, no.23 patent 
applied for, also a box of Songbird 
needles, £100. 01902 897954. 


FINE MAHOGANY/WALNUT 
REPRODUCTION DINING 
SUITE 

8 chairs, oval table with 
inlaid top and inlaid china 

display cabinet with lights. 
Hardly used. 

Buyer to collect. 

For quick sale 
£750 ono. 

Telephone 01384 371289. 


RISE RECLINER CHAIR with 
massage pads. Good condition. 
£150. 

Telephone 01902 882477. 

THREE PIECE SUITE Parker Knoll, 
oak frame with manual reclining 
chair and electric high riser chair. 
£500 ono. Will split. 01902 324446. 

THREE SEATER SETTEE and two 
chairs with lidded footstool, clean, 
cream leather, £250 ono. 

01902 608107. 

TWO DRAW chest, white, small,£30. 
Cupboard with draw. Windsor dark 
wood. £80. Both excellent condi¬ 
tion. 07961 810420. 

TWO DRAWER chest, white, 
small,£30. Cupboard with drawer. 
Windsor dark wood. £80. Both 
excellent condition. 07961 810420. 


WANTED COOKERS, fridges, 
washers, must be good, clean con¬ 
dition and working. 07944 351351. 


A ABSOLUTE beautiful cultivated 
lawn turf, grown locally, next day 
delivery from £1.50 per rolf. 
01902 453794 / 07710 000931 
A BARGAIN AT BUSHBURY 
FENCING/GATES LTD. Supply/fit. 
WV10 9QQ. Call 07816 863810. 

A EXPRESS TURF SUPPLIES top 
quality turf, laying service available. 
01902 898313, 07970 868787. 
ACE FENCING. A better quality 
panel. Supply/Fit. Free Quotes: 31 
Bank St. WV10 9DU.01902 723910 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

DEMOLITION TIMBERS Suitable 
for firewood or other uses. Offers 
invited. 07715 478040. 

GENERATOR, Powerking, still 
boxed, output 1100 watts, voltage 
230v, £55. 

Telephone 01902 657158. 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


WANTED ANY OLD TOOLS 

CASH PAID 

Hand tools, anything considered. 

01543 452491 / 07539 340307 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care- 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

A ABSOLUTELY BEST price given 
for single items or houses cleared. 
Antique, old, reproduction. Call: 
01384 482155 or 07802 475693. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

0121 602 2569/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67 @ 
hotmail.com 


A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 


ALL TOYS CARS/LORRIES 
WANTED. ALL 
Mamod/Wilesco/Bowmans 

All conditions 
*Dinky* *Corgi* *Spot-on* 
*Britains and Airfix* 
*Mamod / Wilesco Steam 
Engines * Star Wars Figures * 
*Scalextric Pre 1970’s 
Tri-ang, cars or 
complete sets.* 

*Old Enamel Advertising 
Signs * Railway collections* 
*Pre 1970 Annuals wanted, 
Beano, Dandy, etc* 

01902 745598 / 07984 159571 


ALL BRASS / COPPER ornaments/ 
brassware, all descriptions, miners 
lamps, old medals, dinky, corgi 
toys. 01902 745598. 


MAMOD STEAM Engines/ Trains 
wanted all conditions/descriptions, 
Dinky,Corgi Spot-on diecast vehi¬ 
cles. 01902 745598. 

SCALEXTRIC WANTED, Tri-ang 
sets and cars, pre 1970’s, any con¬ 
dition. All Dinky, Corgi, Spot-on. 
01902 745598. 

WANTED: AIR RIFLES, Air Pistols 
and accessories by Collector. 
Cash waiting, Will collect. Will pay 
up to £200. Call 07973 303965. 


LOOK 

WANTED 

OLD SILVER COINS 

Single or Several. 

Victorian. Edward, George. 

Will collect. 

Best cash paid. 

Call John 07973 
211468. 

LOOK 


AT HOME COMPUTER REPAIRS 

Both computers and laptops. One 
fixed fee only. 01902 563623. 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 


ALAN J OINI EE 

THE ORIGINAL. AERIAL- 
SPECIALIST, THE BEST! 
Est 1955 - 59 years at the top! 
Recommended by thousands 
Genuine, honest, 100% reliable 
WE HAVE WATCHED THEM ALL COME AND GO 
Call: 01902 885985 
ANY PROBLEM SOLVED 


CLEAR VISION AERIALS. Free- 
view, FreeSat, Sky. Aerials from 
£69. Dishes from £69. OAP DIS¬ 
COUNT. Tel: 01902 752036. 
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DIGITAL 

AERIALS 


Work Guaranteed 
Same Day Service 
01902 858191 
01384 429166 

01543 439095 
01922 716029 
B B 07833 738857 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


builders 


D & T BUILDERS All Building Work 
Undertaken. Free Quotes. 
07516 751550 - 07463 849342 


carpet & upholstery 
y cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


c 


blinds 


j 


Amanda for Blinds ■■F 


Vertical Blind Deals 

from 

3 for £99 | 5 tor £159 | 7,„r£179 

Great Fabrics : Measured & Fitted 

Also Great Deals On.. 

Wood Venetians : Rollers : Venetians 
Romans & Made to Measure Curtains 

TEL: 0845 66 7 4 179 

www.amandaforblinds.co.uk 


AB-Blinds 

Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


building services 


ices^j 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS. Exten¬ 
sions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways. See us on ‘Rated 
People’. Call 01902 579592 / 07837 
994465 


domestic 
y cleaning 


j 


CLEAN SR™ 

Domestic Cleaning & Ironing Service. 
Friendly, Reliable & Trustworthy. 
Call Anita on: 07854163 804. 


domestic repairs^ 

y & services I 


SAME DAY Low Cost Repairs. 
Washers, Dryers Electric Cookers. 
12 mths guarantee. 07850 355552. 


drain clearance 


ALL DRAIN AND SEWER 

Blockages cleared fast. 

Call Fast Clean: 01902 736424. 


driveways & j 
patios| 


CRETE BY DESIGN 

Concrete Imprinting 


01902 489633 (day) 

or 01902 604187 (eve) 


Affordable Driveways No Cash up 
front Block Paving,Tarmac,Gravel 


ALL GARDEN WORK carried out 
Block Paving, Tarmac Drives. 35 
years experience 01384 834139 
CASTLE DRIVEWAYS pattern 
imprinted concrete, driveways and 
patios. Block paving on all drives, re 
colour and re sealing. Free quotes. 
01902 475313 or 07*917 312985 


electrical 

services 


A BARGAIN PRICED rewire, all 
fuseboards, lights Grahams Electri¬ 
cal. 01902 842739, 07783 471949. 


fencing 


■p 


sbSK 


LMiikii 

—* 

gardening ^ 

v services 1 



formore details 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 p 

g arden. 25 years experience. C 
1902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


JEZ’S GARDEN SERVICES 

Lawns cut, Borders, 
Garden clearances 
Trees lobbed and shaped 
Fencing, Slabbing... 
Please call: 01384 403353 
or 07929 600636 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


A BOILER BREAKDOWN, 
COOKER, FIRE, 
FITTED-SERVICED-REPAIRED 

/i Landlord certs. 

/ All areas covered. 

safe J * E ,t 1 ? a i ing - 

—sss™' Call John: 

01902 562664 
/07969 687832 


guttering 


PROPERTY 
SOLUTIONS 

A*1 GUTTERING 
cleaned, repaired, replaced, facias/ 
soffits, UPVC washdowns, all roofing/ 
repointing work. Free quotes, 8am-8pm 
01902 722447 


handyman 

services 


FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


oven cleaning 


OVENBLITZ MIDLANDS Affordable 
oven cleaning specialists. See 
website or call 0800 773 4870. 


painters 
y decorators 


rj 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

sevice by RC Decorating. Free 
competitve quotes: 07773 025880. 

C I PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
01902 683678 / 07890 879 892. 

INTERIOR PAINTER AND DECO¬ 
RATOR Friendly and reliable, clean 
and tidy.Call Deb 01384 821846 / 
07502 396385 

MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


CALL M&B DECORATORS 

City & Guilds 
No job too small 
Free Quote 
01902 494555 
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ClassffiedAds 


01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painter and Decorator 

Wallpaper is my speciality, competitive prices. 

For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 

^ plans prepared 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel:01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 
BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 

^ plastering 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 

DOMESTIC 

PLASTERING 

rendering & small building 
work undertaken. 35 years 
experience. For a free quote 

Call Roy 

07583 643932 
07887 495726 

www.domesticplastering.co.uk 

^ plumbers 

G M PLUMBING SERVICES Com¬ 
plete Bathrooms, Kitchens, Taps 
Showers, Blockages 07976 012468 

^ removals ^ 

A1 KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS & HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

Single items, 

Full houses, Offices etc 

Recession rates, 

FREE QUOTES 

We take the stress away 
40 years experience 

07966 281957 

A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 

Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 

0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 

ABIE REMOVALS 

Local & Distance 

Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices: 

Moves from only £99 

Call 07870 341089 

A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

^ roofing | 


mSSF ROOFING 
& GUTTERING 

Flat, Main roofs, rubber or felt, repaired and replaced, 
all repointing. Guttering repaired and replaced. 

BEAT ALL QUOTES GUARANTEED 

Call Sean 01902 829158 8am to 8pm 1 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 
PREMIER ROOFING all aspects. 
0121 532 7601 / 07875 387445. 
www.rooferwestmidlands.com 

^ rubbish removal ^ 

LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 

plumbing & ] 

heating 


K NASH & SON CH, combi boiler & 
7 rads £2,200. Boiler changes from 
£1,200. 7 year warranty available. 
01902 790327 / 07973 721206. 
KEIRON JONES HEATING Full 
central heating from £2,200. Call 
01902 403823 / 07811 855231. 


SEMI RETIRED ROOFER 

Ridge Tiles Rebedded, flat roofing, 
no job to small 40 years experience. 
Keith: 07546 158165 


skip hire 


3LJTZ 

SKIPS 


AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 




AN ABSOLUTE 
AFFORDABLE 

CASTLE 
SKIP HIRE 

Mini, midi and 
large skips 

Also available mini 
digger with driver 

1 01384 237577 ■ 
01902 4057451 
07719 6718451 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 

GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
-- 


0121 555 6060. 


ATM&M 

SKIPS 

Fast, friendly service 
All areas covered 
All sizes 

Same day service 

Freephone 
0800 619 0189 
07904 915016 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


tiling 


A FLOOR AND WALL TILER. Est., 
25 years. Free quotes. Call Mark 
07983 459088, 01902 664048. 


upholstery 


BILSTON UPHOLSTERY. Springs / 
foams replaced. Suites /chairs 
recovered / cleaned as new. Estab¬ 
lished 40 years. 01902 404698. 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
'club/antiqu 


>rings/caravans/pubs/c 
s. 01902 689844/078 


07817 842980. 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


CENTRA HEAT 

Boiler Servicing inc Free Landlords Certificate. 
Power Flushing, Boiler/ System Repairs 

£200 OFF/Trade in old boiler 

Installed in April, t&c apply 

A 

A 

ir 

01902 845211 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 


Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 


AIRGUNS, SHOTGUNS, antique 
guns, taxidermy and fishing memo¬ 
rabilia wanted. 07968 624202 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BABY RABBITS. Lop eared, 
9 weeks old, £20 each to ensure 
good homes. Call 07904 317164. 
COCKER SPANIEL, black and tan 


GERMAN SHEPHERD bitch, 14 
months, good with children and 
other animals. Work commitment 
due to sale. £175. 0787 1932428. 

LABRADOR PUPPY bitch, 12 
weeks old, £150. Good reason for 
sale. 07975 626073. 


LOVING HOMES WANTED 
HONEY Small tan/white lurcher 
girl, under a year very sweet. 
GILBERT 2yr small chocolate 
patterdale, good children, dogs, 
SASHA 9yr small german shep 
X distraught in kennels 
FRED 2yr old Border Collie, 
failed working dog 
BOSS 5yr lab x staffie, white 
with spots, lab tempament 
ADELE 7yr old Mother of Boss, 
staffie, spayed, owner of both 
has passed away. 
FRANK 4yr neutered x breed, 
large friendly boy, lovely nature, 
been in kennels ages, please 
give a chance. 

01588 676106. 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


SOS 

PENSIONER IN TROUBLE 

Purchased a Cockatoo Rosella 
and cage, she is 18 months old, 
visit from the Landlord to say I 
can’t have any pets in my room 
also for sale 50 litre fishtank and 

accessories with two Koi Carp. 

07459 710689. 


Business & 
Farming 


'iiriiU 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 


DRAINAGE / PLUMBING business, 
owner retiring, ideal for expansion, 
equipment includes 2008 Transit, 
high pressure diesel jetter and 
Troalotech CCTV camera, cost 
£6,700 new 18 months ago. 
£16.500 ono. 07740 255743. 


UNIT TO RENT in Bilston area, 
aprox 10OOsqft plus yard. £650pcm 
inc electric, water and rates. 07970 
464854. 01384 401598. 

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 
Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 



accountants 


ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 

for Small Business. Competitive 
Rates. Call 01902 882600 


7 

Jobs 





BRICKLAYING GANGS required. 
Price work. Stourbridge/Telford 
areas. Call / text 07971 206417 



RETIRED QUANTITY 
SURVEYOR 
SEEKS 

PART TIME OCCUPATION 

With Contractor/Developer 
Walsall district. 

Experienced in all aspects of 
the profession, pre and post 
contract, private development 
etc. 

Will work on site .office or 
home. 

01922 459297 
or 

07572 508237. 



CNC SETTER / OPERATOR with 
experience of both Fanuc and 
Mazatrol controls required. 

Send full CV to 
ian.thomas@precision-chains.com 


HYDRAULIC POWER PRESS 
SETTER with experience required 
(25t-400t presses). Must hold 
ROSPA certificate. Send full CV to 
ian.thomas@precision-chains.com 



ASSISTANT MANAGER / CHEF to 

manage front of house, chef expe¬ 
rience, live-in or out. Good salary. 
The Fountain Inn, Temple Street, 
Lower Gornal, Dudley. 01384 
242777 or 07813 309741. 




CONTRACTS MANAGER 

Salary to be negotiated. 
Contracts Manager required 
for Architectural Metalworks 
Company to manage the 
installation of staircases and 
balustrading. Company vehicle 
provided. Qualifications/ 
experience preferred: 
Managerial/ Supervisory 
experience; Craft 
Apprenticeship; CSCS card 
holder; Full clean driving 
licence. Full job description 
available upon application. 

n lications in writing to: 

Ir I Cain, Structural 
Stairways Ltd, The Premier 
Estate, Leys Rd, 
Brierley Hill DY5 3UP. 



A CONFIDENT SELF 

MOTIVATED Individual needed 
for a role in a busy purchase ledger 
department. Experience in this field 
is required, the role will also include 
other office duties please toward 
CV to mike.warmer@dalziel.co.uk 


BOOKKEEPER, PAYROLL 
CLERK, ADMINISTRATOR 

required for busy Accountancy 
Practice in Dudley area. Excel, 
Payroll experience preferable. 
Send your CV to anneka@ 
prideaccountants.co.uk 


MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST 


27.5 hours per week 
(afternoons). 

TELEPHONE ENQUIRIES 
CO-ORDINATOR 


25.5 hours per week 
(afternoons) 

Male and female applicants 
welcomed. Must be flexible to 
work additional hours as 
required. Previous experience 
an advantage. 
Interested? 
Application forms/id/ 
person spec download from 

WWW. 


mossgrovesurgery.co.uk or 
telephone 01384 277377. 

Closing date for applications 
Tuesday 28th April. 


full time - general 


Balfour Beatty 

Gas Engineers From£i 3 . 03 phto£ 24 . 95 ph 

Birmingham North & South, Cannock, Dudley, 
Stourbridge, Walsall and Shropshire 


As part of the GDSP contract, we provide National Grid with experienced 
Gas Engineers who have as a minimum CCN1 and MET1 qualifications with 
pipework and metering skills, plus the knowledge and capability to extend 
their skills to the required level. You'll also need a clean driving licence. 

Once trained, your basic hours will be 38.75pw with various work patterns 
including shift/ stagger and standby. 

As a First Call Operative (FCO), you will work alongside emergency teams and 
be required to live close to the above areas so you can reliably respond within 
the set time scale when on callout. 

A key part of the role is to provide emergency cover for gas escapes reported 
by the public. This means that you must be prepared to participate in a 
standby rota covering 24 hours in a 7 day week. 

Flexibility will be key to the job role. 

There will be an initial training rate of £11 ph and, on completion of training, the 
rates will increase to full FCO rate. There are additional standby payments. 

If you, or someone you know, are interested, please send a CV before the 
closing date of Wednesday 6 May to servicesresourcing@bbworksmart.com 

Alternatively, call 0191 228 2998. 


GENERAL MACHINIST 

General Machinist required for metals fabrication and machine parts 
company, based in the Dudley area. The ideal candidate must be able 
to read micrometers and verniers and be able to use manual lathes 
and millers. 

You must be flexible within a small workforce. Salary is dependent on 
experience and will be reviewed after a trial period. 

A suitable trainee would be considered. 

To apply please send current C.V with a covering letter in the 
strictest confidence to 
Box Number P19781, 

Express and Star, Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 
NO AGENCIES PTE ASF. 


Purchasing/Stock Controller 

A new opportunity has arisen within a manufacturing company 
with a long history and an excellent reputation. This role offers the 
successful candidate the opportunity to improve current procedures 
as well as introduce new ideas. 

The ideal candidate will: 

• Be experienced within a similar role and have an understanding/ 
knowledge of procurement. 

• Have systems experience and an excellent working knowledge of 
Microsoft Office applications. 

• Be able to develop, produce and interpret reports to meet agreed 
report criteria. 

• Have excellent communication, interpersonal and organisational 
skills. 

• Be pro-active and flexible to meet changing needs of the team. 
Salary - dependent on experience + benefits. 

CVs only to be sent via email to ELavender@signfix.co.uk 
Closing date: 27 April 2015 

T Wall Garages (Kingswinford) 01384 288333 

Technician & Parts 
Advisor Required 

A rare opportunity to join our dedicated and successful team. We 
require a full time, permanent technician, preferably with Ford 
or Vauxhall experience (but not essential) to join our busy and 
successful team. Good time saved bonus scheme in place to reward 
hard working individuals, plus performance related pay. 

And also a Parts Advisor, to join a busy Ford/Vauxhall Dept. Previous 
experience of a similar role is essential, and knowledge of Kerridge, 
and at least one franchise desirable. We would offer the opportunity 
for development by means of a formal manufacturer training 
program. Hours Mon Friday 8.30 -5.30 + Some Sat mornings 
Please send your C.V. to Service Manager Roy Hill - 
roy.hill@twall.co.uk 


FULLY SKILLED MOTOR 
VEHICLE TECHNICIAN 

required. 

Preferably with Vauxhall experience 
Excellent remuneration package 
Family run business 

Contact Dave Wagstaff 
Service Manager 
Tel: 01384 454100 


Funeral Arranger & Masonry Consultant 


A L»M frneql nwvy»iy\ 

d Kid (OAWlMAVt 

itTMAd K>p4fi cut toffy IMYi Mini tie U 

vk»K £ai*t«ei«.e 
»wt okt'IkI *\>lTr**« 


Dnwr / Bearer Casual 


A A 


H)4m«a Ml 4mA pmmtiih. C bun dkM*g Him 
ini tynn hmnM wrtk m kpiy tWi iM cf» 

«o M»Ufo VltoikJ tut Mtty rwitr m tor pw ln w i 
••Mai iaqtlrtat m jhsd 9 Hr«toreiMraiuatl: »c 
«6uM jch and ip;U«iicn raqUmranu 


etford 

roup 

CNC MILLER (Nights) 

and 


* fg 


TOOL MAKER - (Days/Nights) 

based in Dudley 

To produce all types of mould tools. 
Knowledge of Plastic Injection Moulding is preferred. 
Good rates of pay and working conditions. 
Please apply by email enclosing CV to: 

Dave.parr@petfordtools.co.uk 





























































































































01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 


ClassifiedAds 51 


EXPERIENCED FORKLIFT / 
Sideloader Drivers Fibercill, the 
Leading Manufacturer of MDF 
Mouldings to the Construction 
Industry has vacancies for experi¬ 
enced Forklift / Sideloader Drivers 
to work in our Busy Manufacturing 
/warehouse units. Applicants must 
have a clean driving license and 
up-to-date certifications. Good 
secure positions for successful 
candidates. Please Apply in writing 
with Current CV by Friday 
24th April 2015 to Mr A Matthews - 
Production Director, Fibercill, Unit 
15, The Moorings, Hurst Business 
Park, Brierley Hill DY5 1UF 
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Motoring 


FORKLIFT TRUCK & 
DRIVER/ 

GOODS IN & OUT 

Salary to be negotiated. 
Role entails loading, unload¬ 
ing, labelling and identifying of 
materials and products. 
Checking materials against 
purchase orders. 
Qualifications/Experience: 
Driving licence, Forklift licence, 
competent in using a computer 
goods in and out system, 
working knowledge of a quality 
system, working knowledge of 
a quality system. Full job 
description available upon 
application. 

Applications in writing to: 
Mr S Gonsalves, Structural 
Stairways Ltd, The Premier 
Estate, Leys Road, Brierley 
Hill, DY5 3UP. 



CARE UK require Full/Part time 
Community Care Workers in the 
Dudley area including Brierley Hill, 
Russells Hall, Kingswinford, Hale¬ 
sowen, Sedgley, Gornal Netherton 
areas. Experience not essential as 
full training is provided. Earn up to 
£7.61 per hour plus 12p mileage 
Calfnow 0333 999 7629 



EXPERIENCED FULL TIME 
BUTCHER Required Aston Butch¬ 
ers Wall Heath Tel 01384 274496 
or 07961 905357 




DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 
Driver Medicals 

• Caravan & Horse Box 
_ Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


CPC TRAINING all courses inc adr & 
tanks, cpc for hgv & pcv 
0121 552 6806 or 07891 089506. 


BMW 320D SE AUTO. 06 reg, black 
& leather seats. Satnav - idrive. 
FSH. 79,600 miles, long MoT. New 
tyres. £7,150. o.n.o. 07976 604237. 

BMW 520SE Estate, automatic, 52 
plate, blue, 107k, 12 months MoT, 
FSH, black leather, excellent condi¬ 
tion, £2,000 ono. 07957 230974. 

CHRYSLER CROSSFIRE alloys, 
06, silver/blue, 

£6,100. 

07732 332880. 



FIAT PUNTO 2006, 81,500 miles, 
black, MoT, central locking, PAS, 
CD £2,575 ono 07761 532710 

HONDA ACCORD 2.0 SE. 55, FSH, 
45k miles, 2 owners, ice blue, new 
MoT. Exceptional throughout. Any 
inspection. £3,750. 07976 479761. 

LEXUS iS250 SE 06, Sapphire blue, 
cream leather, Immaculate. MoT 
September, 18ins alloys, £3,950. 
07810 358862 / 01384 873160. 

MAZDA MX5 1.6, Pheonix, 2002, 
56861 miles, Titanium Grey. 
Excellent condition throughout, 
£2,200. 07855 989 253. 

MAZDA MX5 1.8, 62k, 1999, red, 
rollbar, alloy wheels, good tyres, 
MoT March 2016, £1,800 ono. 

Telephone 01902 781247. 

MERCEDES BENZ CLC 220 CDi 

Sports, alloys, 08, silver, 38k. 

£12,000. 

07732 332880. 

MINI COOPER 1.6, 2003, 74,000 
miles, silver, fsh, 6 months MoT, 
alloys, 3 owners (recent lady 
owner), excellent condition. £2,700 
ono. 01384 836894. 


MITSUBISHI L200 4LIFE 
DOUBLE CAB 

53 plate, 2.5, FSH, black/silver, 
10 months MoT, 38,000 miles, 
powerchip fitted, stainless 
double wrap around back 
bumper with step, stainless bull 
bar, roll bar and towbar, back 
liner, spot lights, tinted 
windows, excellent condition, 
Thatcham approved cat 1 
alarm, refurbed including 
wheels, 1 owner from new, 
£7,995 ono. 

01384 826119 or 07948 
961078. 


CRH Transport TrainingTrain and 

Test at our centre in West Brom 
0121 3231777 crhtraining.co.uk 


PEUGEOT 206 1.4, 5 door, 07 reg, 
29,000 miles, alloys, MoT. Good 
condition. £2,295 ono. 

07773 261046. 


-tz 


SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE 
“QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS” 

FREE ASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAINING 

HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 

DRIVER CPC COURSES & 

TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 

CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 

01902 312800 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 
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Express & Star 


A QUICK AND EASY 


WAY TO FILL 


YOUR VACANCY. 


Call the Recruitment Experts on 
01902 319227 to find out more. 


Part of Express & Star Ltd 


MNA Media 


PEUGEOT206 ALLURE 

2003, 44,000 miles, silver, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, alarm, long MoT, 
metallic paint, central locking, 
pas, CD, leather interior. 
£1,850. 

07969 174759. 


RENAULT CLIO 03 Reg., very good 
condition, grey, all extras, 12 
' loT, £1,6E 



RENAULT CONVERTIBLE 
MEGANE 


2008, 54,000 miles, black, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, air con, fsh, alarm, 
MoT. Excellent 4 seater. 

£3,200 ono. 

07780 360980. 



TOYOTA AYGO 1.0 VVTi 
BLUE EDITION 

2009, 33,600 miles, alloys, 
bluetooth, ipod & phone 
connectivity, parking sensors, 
MoT, £20per year tax. 

Immaculate, 

£3,750. 

Telephone 01902 338845. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0, 3dr hatch, 
2002, MoT June, blue, petrol, 
immobiliser, CL, excellent runner, 
£700 ono. 07974 264128. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0 5dr, hatch, 
2001, 51k , full MoT, new exhaust, 
tyres, battery, very good condition 
for year, £995. 07842 930024. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA LS, 1.8 5Dr, 
hatch, blue, 03 Reg., petrol, 90k, 
fsh, MoT, CD radio, very good con¬ 
dition, £795. 01384 351704. 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA CLUB, 1.6 

petrol, 7 seater, 56 plate, 2 owners 
from new, s/h, 6 months MoT, 
103,000 miles, blue, £1,495. 

01902 342564. 

VOLVO V70 ESTATE. 2001, 
7-seater family pack, clean car and 
drives well, MoT Sept 2015. Blue. 
£750. 07938 446750. Tettenhall. 

VW POLO, 03, silver, 3 door, MoT, 
full service history, CD player. 
Great condition, cheap to run, 
£1,550 ono. 07535 074158. 

VW POLO, 999cc, 1997, 133,000 
miles, dark green, long MoT, CD, 
new Cat converter. Cambelt 
change. £500 ono. 01785 780598. 



CLASSIC CARS WANTED 

Private cash buyer 
Instant cash settlement. 
Any age. any condition. 

Call Market Drayton. 
01630 652993. 



RENAULT MASTER MINI 
BUS 2.5 DIESEL 


VAUXHALL ASTRA silver 5 door 
e/w pas 6 speed full mot fully serv¬ 
iced looks and drives superb must 
be seen £2,695 ono 07846698424 
VW GOLF 1.4 final edition, 53 reg, 
black, 76,000 miles, 1 owner, excel¬ 
lent condition, £1,800. 

01902 675109. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


DIVI#4 Eit. Htre- 25 Ye^rs 

A WIDE RANGE OF CARS 
UNDER £1,000 

Open every day, Full MOT’S 
01902 490555 
Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 


DAEWOO MATIZ, 04, 900cc, fsh, 
long MoT, one owner, 70k, excel¬ 
lent condition, £575. 

01384 440258 or 07935 337167. 
FIAT SEICENTO Michael Schu¬ 
macher Special. Lamborgini yellow 
2000, MoT.EW, sunroof in beautiful 
condition. £645. ono 07908 836875 
FORD FIESTA Flight, 2001, 3 door 
hatchback, petrol, 1299cc, red, 
MoT March 2016. Good runner. 
£595ono. 07811 109973. 


BARGAIN 


FORD FOCUS 1.6 

New shape, 2005, 5Dr hatch, 
Euro version, long MoT. 

Excellent condition. 

Motorway miles hence 

ABSOLUTE BARGAIN 

£995. 


2001. MoT. 
Eight seater. 
White. 

Good condition. 

£2,200 ono. 
0781 5095760. 


VAUXHALL COMBO 2009 Excel¬ 
lent condition, reliable runner, 9 
months MoT, 54k, £3,000 ono. 
01902 735526. 



AMAZING OFFER 5 lessons £40, 
10 lessons £80. £15 an hour there 
after. Call now 07958 051263. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



BSA BARRACUDA 250cc 1968. tax 

free. Good condition. £2,200. ono 
or P/X for a classic car project. 
07928 721487 or 01902 829472. 

CPI SM50, 2009, spares or repairs, 
stood for a while but has some new 
parts, £350. 

07454 291553 (Cradley Heath). 

HONDA CBR600 FW, 1998, black, 
excellent condition, 14k miles, long 
MoT, new tyres, chain and sprock¬ 
ets, brakes etc. £1,850 ono. 

07976 359922. 


07990 742093. 


BARGAIN 


HONDA BALLARD 1.5 Auto, 1987 
D reg, 4-dr salon, 45,688 miles, met 
blue, MoT May 25, 2015, good 
runner, £200, 07918 603049. 

MITSUBISHI SPACESTAR 1.3, 
petrol, 2000,100,000 miles, 5 door, 
11 months MoT, blue. Spare key. 
£425 ono. 07720 885174. 


■ (05), si . 
5dr, long MoT, A/C, PAS, CD player 
£30 year Tax. Excellent condition. 
£1,250. o.n.o. 07429 999105. 
PEUGEOT 206 2.0 Turbo Diesel 
Sport, 2004, 5 door, black, 100,000 
miles, MoT, excellent condition. 
£795.07851 213316. 


PEUGEOT 206 HDi diesel, superb 
reliable, full MoT, service history, 
real eye catcher, £1,295. 

07512 844586. 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2, MoT, 2004, 
50,000 miles only, EW, CD, SR, CL, 
£1,295 ono. 07722 998594. 

ROVER 25 5-dr hatch, 1.6, 2003, 
blue, MoT January, petrol, 74K, 
sunroof, radio/CD player, £395. 
07928 679949. 01902 822939. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA ESTATE, 
69,000 miles, MoT Sept. £500 ono. 

07966 295135 (after 6.30pm). 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0 

1999, petrol, manual, red, MoT 
January 2016, stereo, 3 door, 
well maintained, drives superb. 

£590. 

Telephone 07985 551666. 


KAWASAKI 1995 ZX6R Excep¬ 
tional, clean, low miles, example 
will come with new MoT, £1,895. 
01902 330328. 

PIAGGIO CARNABY 125cc 15bhp 
Scooter, 2012, excellent condition, 
service history, 4,113 miles, £1,295 
o.n.o. 07818 084519. 


SCOOTERS & MOTOR CYCLES 

Brand new from £695 LEXMOTO 
main dealers. 01902 280225 
www.motorsmart-midlands.com 


WE BUY ALL BIKES immaculate, 
as new, barn or garaged, non 
runners. Cash on collection. Call 
Peter at All Bikes, 01902 312939. 

YAMAHA YBR125, very good condi¬ 
tion, with 1,900 miles. £1,500 ono. 

01902 834453. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


1st CHOICE 



£120 MINIMUM 
PAID FOR SCRAP VEHICLES 
Free Collection 
Call Alan Now 
07832 332566 


MCB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars and 
vans. Call 07585 664389. 



clutches / brakes^ 


V / gearboxes 

A CLUTCH 
CHANGE 
MOBILE 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call tiob 
01384 251328 or 
07972 169554 anytime 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110 
Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on 
others! 


mobile ' 

i mechanics 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


spares/parts 


ROOF BOXES/ROOF BARS cheap¬ 
est in Midlands. Wolves Hire 01902 
746723. Tettenhall Rd, WV6 OLE 
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Local 

Information 



Public 

Consultation 

Exhibition 

Broadcrown Ltd are proposing to 
build and operate a ‘state of the art’ 
renewable energy facility on the site 
of Bloomfield Recycling, Bloomfield 
Rd, Tipton and invite you to attend 
a consultation event to review the 
current proposals at; 

• 12pm-8pm on Monday 27th 
April 2015 

at Brook Street Commnnity Centre, 

1 Brook Street, Tipton, DY4 9DD 

Representatives from Broadcrown Ltd 
and the project team will be on hand to 
discuss the proposals and answer any 
questions. 

For further information, either join 
us at the above consultation event or 
contact Mark Walton or Dawn Adams 
of WYG on 0121 456 7444 or via 
email at Birmingham@wvg.com 

LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 



or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


Dudley Metropolitan 
Borough Council 
www.dudley.gov.uk 
Licensing Act 2003 

Notice of application for a ‘Premises 
Licence (Section 17 of the Act)/* Club 
Premises Certificate (Section 71 of 
the Act) 

Name of applicant or club: 

Lake Discount Store 

Name and address of premises or club: 

18 Lake Street, Lower 
Gornal, Dudley DY3 2 AN 

Statement of Relevant Licensable 
Activities or Relevant Qualifying Club 
Activities which it is proposed will be 
carried on or from the premises. 

An off licence selling alcohol between 
the hours of 0600 hours and 2200 hours 
Monday to Sunday off the premises 
The full application can be inspected 
by contacting the Licensing Section 
(see below) between the hours of 
8.00am and 4.00pm (Monday to Friday 
except public holidays). An online 
summary of the application can be 
viewed on www.dudley.gov.uk 
Any representations by a Responsible 
Authority or Interested Party must be 
made in writing between: 16 April 2015 
and 13 May 2015 to Assistant Director 
of Law & Governance, Licensing 
Services, Unit 1 Hurst Business 
Park, Narrowboat Way, Brierley Hill, 
DY5 1UF. 

It Is an offence knowingly or 
recklessly to make a false statement 
in connection with an application and 
the maximum fine for which a person 
is liable on summary conviction for the 
offence is £5,000. 


DOROTHY MARY RILEY 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the Estate 
of the aforementioned deceased, late of 6 Furber 
Place Kingswinford West Midlands DY6 8DE, 
who died on 20/10/2014, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the undersigned 
Solicitors on or before two months and one day 
from the date of this publication, after which date 
the Estate will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have had 

WALDRONS 

813 High Street Kingswinford 
West Midlands DY6 8AD 

Anyone knowing of a Will please contact 
Waldrons Solicitors of 813 High Street 
Kingswinford West Midlands DY6 8AD 

T438620 


I- N 
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Personals 





A SINCERE, LONELY 
NON-SMOKING 
56 YEAR OLD MALE 

Seeks a warm, affectionate, 
younger female to treat with 
respect, who in return can make 
me laugh once again. 

Take a chance with me, you 
only live once’. 

Please write to: 

Box Number PI 9779, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

★ ★★ 

A WONDERFUL WORLD 
MADE BETTER WHEN 
SHARED 

Active, outgoing 70’s lady 
WLTM nice gent, 60-72 for 
socialising ana days out, own 
car. 

Walsall and surrounding area 
preferred. 

Genuine replies only please. 

Box Number PI 9784, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


SOS 

DUE TO CHANGE OF 
CIRCUMSTANCES 

62 year old Gentleman, WLTM 
a slim lady, passport and driving 
licence a must, definitely no 
ties, to drive to spain as a 
companion, to sell my house 
there. 

Box Number PI 9782 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



DUDLEY SPORTS 6-A-SIDE 
SUMMER TOURNAMENT 

May 16 & 17, 2015. 
Saturday morning session, 
U’9s, U’12s, U’13s. 
Afternoon session 
U’lOs, U’lls, U’15s 
Sunday 17th morning session 
U’7s, U’8s and U’l 4s 
Afternoon session, 

U’l 1’s/12 girls, U’13/14girls, 
U’15/16 girls, U’l6 boys 
Download the application 
form from 

www.dudleysportsjfc.co.uk 
or ring Fred 07788 684258. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


ACTIVE PENSIONER 

Must live close to Bushbury 
Crematorium. 

Required to attend a grave with 
flowers on a weekly basis. 

For further details e-mail 
muchall@aol.com 



Explore your world with 

star A'extraTRAVEL 


See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


UK trips, Europe by coach, air and 
Eurostar, plus holidays further afield 


Brought to you by the 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, April 23, 2015 
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WE PAY 100% of 

We buy any house 


price 


WE ALSO BUY LAND 

commercial and industrial premises, shops, 


Text To 
GOAL 88802 






STOP f 

WE PAY MORE J 


0800 313 4566 

01384 226086 


■LSICK e 

■ of trying to sell your house b. 


Call the HOUSE DOCTOR 
Now for the best price 

0800 783 3225 

Ol 922 689023 


etter 

ash 

ideal 


Its a simple as 
that, you get the 
best deal on your 
home from 

FIRST GENERAL 
HOMES 

0121 308 7786 
0800 917 1233 


One phone call 

solves all your problems 

sell your house now 
A guaranteed offer, no fees, fast completion, 
any condition, any cirncumstances 


01902 628047 

0800 633 5226 



Sell your house 
We are just a 
phone call away 

■ Any circumstances 

■ Any condition 

■ No fees - fast completion 

0800 066 5558 

0121 274 0398 



Cash paid for your property 
Guaranteed offer* 

Free solicitors - no fees* _ 


0800 085 2455 
0121 308 7786 24/7 


Aston Wood Properties 




I BUY ANY HOUSE 
4 CASH 
QUICK AND 
EASY 
call Alex 
0800 111 44 
01543 499 OJZ 
Anytime 




FAST CASH OFFER 
FOR YOUR HOUSE 

0800 500 3109 
01902 628060 


Need FastCasg] DON'T DELAY 
CALL TODAY 

for a fast cash offer 


Buying property since 1984 


m ElBESiBQ F.F.ERIO N 

0800 077 881 
01384 226087 


01384 226 087 
0800 633 5288 


I I 


NO STRINGS 


Local Investor pays 
you more 

Call any time 


0800 633 5226 / 
01922 689023 





I WILL BUY 
YOUR HOUSE 


Call today for a best price 

0800 731 1160 
0121 274 0398 



■41 


Property 


A A PROPERTIES PAY A better 
cash price. Call Richard 
07756 022973. 


HOME CASH BUYER 

WILL PAY 15K MORE 
Complete within 7 days 

Ring Paul, 
07870 341089 


A BEAT ALL CASH DEAL 

We pay 100% of purchase price 
always 0800 085 6626. 

A BEST CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time 
01902 628047 

A LOCAL BUYER pays full market 
value and more for your property. 
Call Rick 07729 297901 

ALWAYS CALL US FIRST 

for the top price for your house. 
0800 169 1118. 

WE ALWAYS PAY MORE 

for the best price now. 
Call Aardvark 0121 308 7786 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

HIGH Quality One Bed and Studio 
Flats Tettenhall area, No DSS. 
07976 263435 / 01902 700028. 
ONE BED flat Willenhall. Three bed 
house Covan. One Bed park Village 
01902 686605 DSS ok 
ROOMS TO LET, Bills Included In 
Bilston, Tipton and Wolverhampton 
areas. Call 07773 594640 
SMART ROOMS in shared house. 
Netherton. from £85 pw inc bills. No 
DSS. Small deposit 07940 116130 
TWO BED house, Bilston, CH, unfur¬ 
nished, £1 lOpw, no pets. 01902 
494041 or 07903 559127. 



CHALET. CLARACH BAY 


Near Aberystwyth. 
Beautiful area with lovely walks. 
Three minutes walk to sea. 
Club house. Shops. 
Childrens play area. 
Swimming pool. 

Dogs welcome. 

Fully renovated. Living room. 
Kitchen. Shower room. 

Two bedrooms. 

Outside decking. Leaving some 
furniture and furnishing. 
Photos on request. 

£12,500. 

07969156824. 



SELL YOUR HOUSE. 


IJUARANJffl 


CASH IN 7 DAYS 
0100% MARKET 
VALUE IN 28 DAYS! 


@12 8 @®<_ 
or @1 8@4 4@SS@8 


1 BUY YOUR H 

r ★ANY AREA ★ANY PRICE ★ANY CONDITION^ 
CALL PAULA ON 

01384 467643 

INDEPENDENT ★ LOCAL ★ CONFIDENTIAL ★. 

_ 





















































































































local Specialists 


l m 


Accountancy 


Tax Returns CIS and Accountancy 


• Preperation of CIS 

• Tax Returns 

• Accounts 

• VAT returns and all 
other accounting services 

Small and medium size limited companies 


Professional and friendly service at low prices 


Call Martyn now on 07846 512767 


\ 


3 


Appliance Repairs 


\EMiflig EMIflis 

and all White Goods 

"Don't go and. 
buy a new one, 
gee it repaired,. 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 

01384 413590 
07981 398758 





Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds 
and up to 10 Year Guarantee 
on Shutters 

Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 
01384 886162 
and 07989 588728 

Blinds4lessdirect.com 


Rowe 

«••••♦» 

Supply & Installation 
of all types of Carpet 
& Floor Coverings 


IB 


www.rowecarpets.com 
T: 01562 820821 
Green Street, 
Kidderminster DY10 1JF 

^Kamdean 

▼ . 


Double Glazing 


MISTY UNITS 

Buy direct from the manufacturer 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE • FREE QUOTATIONS 
DELPH GLAZED UNITS 

Unit 32, Delph Road Industrial Estate 
(by the Tank), Brieirley Hill, DY5 2UA 

WWW.delphgla2edunitS.CO.uk 

01384 573074 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drivns • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Rod Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



Electricians 


ELECTRIC 


NG- 


07891071768 

Need an Electrician? 


ALL ASPECTS OF DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 
ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 
NG Electric provides quality workmanship with a punctual 
and polite service (see website for customer reviews) 

Fully insured and (Part P) registered. All work tested and 
certificated according to current regulations 

For a free, no obligation quote, please contact 
Nick Gainsford by phone or via my website. - 

Web: www.ngelectricl.co.uk 
NG Electric, 3.Fieldstone View, Dudley. DY3 2EB 


Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 
For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 
07767869792 
We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


ACCURATE 

ELECTRICAL 

Free Quotes 

Reliable, Friendly and Professional Service 
Rewires‘Extensions »New Circuits etc, 
References Available 

Call Adam 

■ : 07804 097 023 


ELITE 

FENCING 

We supply and fit 

FREE QUOTE 

no obligation 

01215577376 


AM ELECTRICAL "3 
SERVICES 13 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Part Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / Shawjyl/ Extra Sockets 
PAT Testing7*§afety Reports 
CCTV / Burgular Alarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 2370 
07785 781652 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mem 

local service call: ^ — 


mbelectric. co.uk I 


THE WINDOW DOCTOR 


• Double glazing repairs 
• Steamed up units 

• Broken door locks 

• Patio rollers 

Units Fitted from £25 Established 1990 


Telephone Michael 01384 356251 


BRIERLEY HILL 
SHEDS & FENCING 

Heavy Duty Sheds, Summerhouses, 

Dog Runs, Tanalised or Water based, 

3x2 els framing, 1 inch flooring 

PLEASE COME AND VIEW BEFORE YOU BUY 
Unit 8, Dawley Brook Road 
Kingswinford, DY6 7BD 
01384 400089 

Tanalised Featheredge Panel 6x5 £20.00 each 


Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


• Grass Cutting • Fencing 
• Jet Washing • Hedge Cutting 
Garden Clearance • Gravel Driveways 

FREE QUOTES 
NO JOB TO BIG OR SMALL 


House Removal, Collection 
- & Delivery also undertaken 


ALL MARK LANDSCAPING & GARDENING SERVICES 

CALL DARREN: 07963 142736 




Professional, Fully Qualified Insured Tree Surgeon 
Tree Felling 
Hedge Trimming 
Pruning 

Crown Reduction-Lifts 


24 Hour 


Ca// out 


★ Reshaping 

★ Conifer Topping 

FREE QUOTATIONS 


CALL 01384 212265 
OR 07702 756197 


GORfmLTREET&TGARDEN-SERViCES" 


HP* 


. * . . * i . ^ i * I . .1. . ill.. . . . I 

®33D80l] m au0aS33GSDS33 


Reliable and 
Experienced 
Gardener 

Looking for full time work 

TOOLS SHARPENED 
& MOWERS SERVICED 
FROM £58 

References Available 
No job too small, Give me a call 

PRH GARDEN & 
MAINTENANCE 
Call Peter 

07746 195172 
01384 821105 


Helping Hands 

GARDENING 

SERVICES 

SPRING CLEAN UP 

Pruning, cutting back etc. 

Plus hedges, lawns, jet washing and 
general garden work 
Full Professional Service 
For Free Quote Call Paul On 

01384 828697 


SEDGLEY 
TREE CARE 


Professional Tree Surgeon 
All aspects of tree work undertaken 

• TREE REMOVAL 

• CROWN REDUCTION 

• STUMP GRINDING 

• HEDGE TRIMMING 
ALL WASTE REMOVED 
NPTC QUALIFIED 

07746813358 or 
01384 214871 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 


Elegant. 
Stairs 

Quality Stairparts 



craftsman 

For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121 533 9339 

or 07505 807686 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 



FAST FIT CLUTCH & BRAKE CENTRE 

•CAR & LIGHT COMMERCIALS ^SERVICING & REPAIRS 


-h 


oESMM) 

Servicing tailored to your needs and budget 


01384 591215 

E 1 r Units 11,12 & 14 Mount Pleasant, Quarry Bank DY52YS 

^ Email cartecgarages@hotmail.com 


Property Maintenance 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 
it All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 
★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 

mm 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


& Repairs 


Decorating, Gardening, 
Fencing Repairs, Woodwork, 
Locks, Windows & Doors 
Fitted & Replaced 
Flat Pack Assembly 

Call 07814 379166 
or 01384 839366 



S HARRIS 

PLASTERING 

SERVICES 

All aspects covered 

FREE QUOTES 

Call Steve 

07853257230 


To advertise your business and reach more than 53,000 potential customers... 

10 

Call us on... 

01384 353234 M 

_ 

E-mail us at... 

emma.parkes@expressandstar.co.uk M 

I 

Post to... ^ 

Emma Parkes, Dudley Chronicle, 51-53 Queen St, 1 
Wolverhampton WV11ES 
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Plumbing & Heating 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH 


2 Ml 
1 Emetgency < 
Call Out - 


Gastek 

Solutions 


^WORCESTER accredited installer 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 

• Free Annual Boiler service • All Parts And Labour Included 

• Taps and Toilets • Internal & External Drains 

• Unlimited Call Outs • Gas & Water Supply Pipes 

PLUS MOOR ! 

ALL FROM JUST £9.99 PER MONTH 

t/c apply 

CALL TODAY AND SPEAK TO 
THE TEAM 01384 560 856 

• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions, 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance Installations 

• All Domestic Plumbing Work 

• LPG Installations and Servicing 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 
Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT & 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, Worcester 
Bosch, Baxi & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas 


Call Eddie 

07976 755441 
0121 544 8427 


finance 
now AVAILABLE- 

NEW BOILERS 
FITTED... PAY 
MONTHLY! 


DY PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

Low cost hourly rates 
from £28 PH with no call out 
charges. 24 years exp 
We do the lot. 

Drips to full installs. 

0800 7723998 
07467 129189 


DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


:redited Insto 




WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 

^ r, L ^ All General Plumbing Undertaken 

/ •Bathrooms Suites 
'I 1 v • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 
{ j • Outside Taps Fitted 

• Leaks Repaired 

• PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


www.rsplumbmg-halesowen.co.uk 

Call Richard: 07902 557 496 


Roofing Contractors 

High performance flat roofing (25 year guarantee) 
GUTTERS CLEANED £ I 5 SMALL REPAIRS £ I 5 
SLATES REPLACED £25 REPOINTING £ I 5 

* Fibreglass glass sheeting * UPVC fascias 

* Guttering * Verges * Soffits cleaned £30 

* Chimney flashing * Ridge tiles £25 

ALL RE-ROOFING (FREE ESTIMATES) 
Telephone or Text 07773 001859 
01384 591 826 


Roofix Roofing 

Flat roofing specialists 

All types of flat roofing systems 
Tiling Work, Fascia, Soffits and Guttering 
Chimney Repointing, Free Quotations 

Tel: Ol 90S 560892 
Mobile: 07952 442017 
www. roofixwm. co. uk 



LAPWOOD 
SHEDS & 
FENCING 

All Types Of Shed & Fencing Supplied 
And Fitted with Quality Workmanship 
Call now for considerable 

SPRING DISCOUNTS 
For Free Quotes 
Call 07766 117222 
01384 261651 
www.lapwoodsheds.com 


M&S 


ALL ASPECTS 

OF ROOFING 
UNDERTAKEN 

ROOFING 

• Pitched roof repaired • Flat roofs replaced 

• Chimneys/Ridge tiles repointed 

• UPVC Fascia Soffit & Guttering 
Concrete Guttering removal 

MEMBER OF FIXAHOME 1 « | 

TRADERS SCHEME 
01384 864012 0782 1614440 


SHAW ROAD 
RECYCLING 
LIMITED 

E!j3aBG3en]Q3]I=0GflCII=EI& 

EM237GZ ?‘iXDG33D 


WANTED: SCRAP CARS 

(£)L^3sa3 t a© £ a® 


SHOWERS 

SUPPLIED AND 
INSTALLED 
FROM £250 

REPLACEMENT 
SHOWERS 
FROM £140 

SHOWER REPAIRS 

For a FREE quote 
call James on 
01902 758494 
07908 052470 




To advertise your business and reach more than 53,000 potential customers., 


Call us on... 

01384 353234 


1 


E-mail us at... 

lemma.paMexpressaniistar.co.uk 


£ 


Post to... 

Emma Pate, Dudley Chronicle, 51-53 Queen St, 
WManplaiWVIIES 


Upholstery 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
TREE SERVICE 

Trees felled, 
hedges trimmed, 
stumps removed, 
tree reports. 

Fully insured. 
Arboricultural Association 
& Council Approved. 

01902 892652 

www.wolvestrees.co.uk 
E: treebloke@aol.com 


Quality recovers , part or full 

Replacement fabric, foam, 
springs & caster’s. 

Suites, chair and recliners. 

All repairs undertaken 

Goodwyns 

ofdudfe /i/ce neap. .. 


01384 234756 / 07432 149662 

Unit Bl, Dudley Central Trading Estate, Shaw Road, DY2 8QX 






FreeAds 



BACK BY 
POPULAR 




*Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250, simply fill out the 
details below or book online at www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

ADVERT DETAILS - (ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 


Postcode: 


_Tel No:_ 




Please send to: Classif iedAds, Express & Star, 51 -53 Queen St, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES. 


ITS ABSOLUTELY FREE 

*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. Limited time only 

Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 1 















































































Marathon 
weekend 
for club’s 
runners 

IT was massive marathon week¬ 
end part one for athletes from 
Dudley Kingswinford Running 
Club as all the weeks of training 
were finally put to the test. 

Mark Homer travelled to the 
Boston Marathon finishing in an 
impressive 3.28.39 in miserable 
conditions,. 

Although the fabled Heartbreak 
Hill, which has seen many a run¬ 
ner flounder on the course, was 
regarded by Homer as “a myth” 
saying “we do worse on the Wol¬ 
verhampton half.” 

A little closer to home a much 
larger group competed in the 
Manchester Marathon with Dar- 
ran Bishop first home in a PB of 
2.54.50, Graham Wildgoose also 
PB’d running 3.12.17, Kieran 
Pitt made an impressive debut 
in 3.32.18, Richard Tonks sliced 
a massive chunk off his best in 
3.36.21, Jo Clare and Karen Doy 
both finished in 3.54.12, Paul 
Baker ran 4.00.32, Dave Ede 
4.07.54, Lisa Newell finished in 
4.35.08 with Gina Collins only 
a second behind, Andy Fraser 
ran 5.02.34 and Sam Hemming 
clocked 5.17.51. 

Finally a small group raced over 
the half marathon distance at 
Ironbridge with Matt Biggs best 
placed in 8th in 1.21.38, there was 
an epic battle just behind as Andy 
Sprague, Rob Sannwald and Dave 
Norman swapped places through 
the race finally finishing in that 
order in 20th in 1.26.16, 23rd in 
1.26.55 and 24th in 1.27.07. Gary 
Bonner was 43rd in 1.31.59, Simon 
Hughes 73rd in 1.36.07, Carol 
Fisher was 230th in 1.48.55, Sally 
McConville was 378th in 2.01.23 
and Preston Grundy finished in 
2.17.53 in 491st place. 


Hughes gets 
into last 16 
before losing 

TIPTON’S Jamie Hughes reached 
the last 16 of the BDO’s German 
Open at the weekend before bowing 
out to a former world champion, 
writes Craig Birch. 

‘Yozza’ lost 5-2 to Scott Waites 
at the Sporthalle Harpener Heide 
in Bochum on Saturday, after ham¬ 
mering Stephan Gerritsen 4-1 to set 
up the meeting. 

Waites went out 6-1 to eventual 
title winner Jeffrey De Graaf, who 
beat Martin Adams 8-7 to take the 
trophy, in the quarter-finals. 

Hughes was back in singles action 
after a starring role for the England 
team, as they claimed the British In¬ 
ternational championship the previ¬ 
ous weekend. 

The 29-year-old won both of his 
games, the latter a 4-1 clincher 
against Wales’ Steve Alker that saw 
his country claim the spoils. 


Perks says thanks for big welcome 


ELLIS Perks has thanked the Cradley fans for the 
welcome they have given him to British Speedway. 

Perks, whose great uncle Dave was a Dudley Wood 
legend, has piled up the points in Heathens colours 
since moving back to the UK from Australia. 

Now the 18-year-old is looking forward to meeting 
up with supporters on a special evening for him at 
Cradley Heath Liberal Club on Thursday May 21. 

He missed out on Cradley’s meet the riders night 
in March and is looking to meet up with fans at the 
club. 

“I’m looking forward to meeting everyone and I’m 
sure it will be a great night at the Liberal Club,” 
said Perks. 


“I’m really pleased with how things are going at 
Cradley, because of my family links there I have 
some good sponsors and the fans have been brilliant 
to me. 

“I hope lots of people can come down and enjoy 
the night with me, I’ll be answering questions on the 
night and signing autograpghs. My merchandise will 
also be available.” 

The evening will be hosted by Cradley’s very own 
Sky Sports broadcaster Nigel Pearson who will be 
asking the questions - and there will also be a fans 
Q&A. 

Admission is £3 on the door and there will also be 
a raffle and auction of exclusive memorablia. 


Heathens go to Kent on Monday for their opening 
away meeting of the National League season. 

They’ll be at full strength for the trip to Sitting- 
bourne and Perks can’t wait. 

He said: “Away points will be important, of course. 
This will be a big test but I can assure you all the 
guys will be up for the challenge of going there. 

“I need to score as many points as I can when I’m 
at reserve because I know it will be a bit tougher 
in the main body of the team, but I have to remain 
confident then.” 

Heathens have a gap before their next home ac¬ 
tion at Perry Barr when they face Mildenhall on 
Wednesday May 13. 


books Villa's 



Fabian Delph scores his side’s winning goal to book Villa a return trip to Wembley for the FA Cup final 



Liverpool 1 Aston Villa 2 

DESPITE falling behind to Phillipe 
Coutinho’s opener on the half-hour- 
mark, Villa - urged on by 32,000 trav¬ 
elling fans - rallied in superb fashion 
to level through Christian Benteke 
before Fabian Delph grabbed the 
winner in the second half. 

Both goals were memorable, superb in 
their execution and, with a little more com¬ 
posure, there might have had more on a day 
when the claret and blues were deserved 
winners. 

At the forefront of it all was Grealish, the teen¬ 
ager who approached the big stage with no fear. 

He had a hand in both goals, rolling a pass into 
the feet of Fabian Delph to cross for Benteke for 
the first. An even more delightful ball to the cap¬ 
tain then created the second. 

Through it all supporters roared, no doubt 
wondering how a team which struggled so badly 
for goals through the first half of the campaign 
could play with such freedom. 

Manager Tim Sherwood must take much of the 
credit for the incredible transformation. The Es¬ 
sex-born boss has his critics, no question. But in } 
two months he has turned a team close to becom¬ 
ing a national laughing stock into one supporters 
can be proud of again. 

Reinvigorated 

Villa have their belief back and the club, with 
this shock result, feels instantly reinvigorated. 

There is still work to do, of course, in order to 
preserve Premier League status. But few who 
witnessed this display will doubt Villa’s ability to 
generate the one win required between now and 
the end of the campaign. 

Then, of course, there is the prospect of Arse¬ 
nal in the final, back at Wembley on May 30. 

As Sherwood was at pains to point out in the 
aftermath of the victory, nothing is won yet. 

Much like Sunday, they will be firm underdogs 
but you sense that is exactly as Sherwood would 
want it. 

After all, few gave his team much chance of 
winning yesterday yet Liverpool seemed at a 
loss with how to cope with them, submitting a 
performance which their boss Brendan Rodgers 
conceded was well below par. 


In truth even Coutinho’s opener came against the 
run of play after Villa had settled the quicker and gone 
close to opening the scoring when Simon Mignolet was 
forced to tip over from Charles N’Zogbia, who replaced 
the injured Gabriel Agbonlahor. 

But Villa suffered a setback when Nathan Baker 
was forced out with a knee injury. His replacement, 
Jores Okore, was then partly at fault for Liverpool’s 
goal when both he and Fabian Delph failed to clear, 


allowing Sterling to send Coutinho into the box and 
finish past Shay Given. 

Having seen their side start so well, Villa support¬ 
ers may have had a familiar sinking feeling but they 
cheered their team on. And the players responded. 

Just six minutes later, Villa broke down the left. 
Grealish rolled the ball into the path of an advancing 
Delph, who squared for Benteke to finish first time 
past Mignolet. 


Brummies 
in injury 
blow over 
Chapman 

BIRMINGHAM got their National 
League campaign off to a dream 
start with a 49-39 victory against 
Rye House. The meeting was close 
throughout but a 5-1 in heat 12 
and a 5-0 in heat 15 proved pivotal. 

Harvie Banks improved as the 
meeting went on (2 + 1) and Adam 
Kirby put in a steady performance 
(3+2) before being involved in a 
nasty looking crash in Heat 10. 

Skipper Tom Perry bagged 
double figures (11 + 2) and Dan 
Greenwood covered for Adam Ellis 
at No.l with a 12 + 1. Reserves 
Zach Wajtknecht and Alex Wilson 
scored 12+3 and 9+2 respectively. 

BIRMINGHAM 49: Zach Wa¬ 
jtknecht 12 + 3, Dan Greenwood 
12+1, Tom Perry 11 + 1, Alex Wil¬ 
son 9+2, Adam Kirby 3+2, Harvie 
Banks 2 + 1, Sam Chapman R/R. 

RYE HOUSE 39: Rob Branford 
12, Luke Chessell 6, Kyle Hughes 
6, Sam Woods 5+1, Luke Priest 
5+1, Danyon Hume 3, Alfie Bow- 
tell 2. 

Meanwhile, Birmingham have 
been dealt a blow with the news 
that Sam Chapman could be out of 
action for up to two months. 

The 26-year-old suffered a nasty 
hand injury whilst on Premier 
League duty for Plymouth. 

Chapman has received medical 
advice, but is determined to make 
a comeback before the date he has 
been given. 

“They did some further scans 
and X-rays and they decided to 
give me a new splint which I have 
to keep on for around six weeks 
they reckon,” said Chapman. 

“I just want to get back on my 
bike and race again and I hope to 
make a comeback in under the two 
months that they’ve said it will 
roughly be.” 
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Eight goals 
as Cradley 
in real battle 

Willenhall 4 Cradley Town 4 

THIS vital relegation six-pointer 
turned out to be a real ding-dong 
battle. 

The Lockmen made the worst pos¬ 
sible start when a simple ball over 
the top of the defence found Mark 
Bellingham to score. 

Then it was 2-0 when another ball 
into the box found David Almond. 
Matt Dorgan pulled a goal back on 
36 minutes . 

Then former Lockman Chris 
Bladen fired home. 

After the break and The Reds lev¬ 
elled again, as Dorgan curled a shot 
from 25 yards right into the goal. 

On 54 minutes Cradley took the 
lead for a third time as Bladen raced 
clear onto a through ball and fired 
home his second. 

The Lockmen levelled again 
through a Matt Dove penalty. 


Quality 

^'Paving Service J 



• Driveways or Patios 

• Block Paving • Slabbing 

• Brickwork • Fencing 

With over 25 years experience and all work guaranteed, 
we offer competitive prices without compromising 
our quality 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Contact Phil on: 

Tel: 01384 352182 
Mob: 07860 493834 

Covering the West Midlands 


NOW 

Approved 

Marshalls 

Registered 

Installer 


Marvhalli 

ftEGlSTCft 






*$5 






“Importers and 
Distributors of 
Quality Ceramic 
& Porcelain Tiles 
from Spain, Italy 
and Germany 
since 1972” 


Mon-Fri 8-5.30 pm Plenty of FREE parking 

Unit 25 Dawley Trading Estate Stallings Lane, 
Kingswinford West Midlands DY6 7AP 


Tel: 01384 270786 Fax: 01384 400025 

Web www.novatile.com Email info@novatile.com 


WEAVER 

INDUSTRIAL ROOFING 

INDUSTRIAL GUTTERS 
REPAIRED & REPLACED 

ROOFUGHTS, FELT ROOFING & 
CHIMNEY REPAIRS 

GUTTER CLEANING SERVICES 

Full Public Liability Cover 

07973 483880 
01902 677594 

www.weaverindustrialroofing.co.uk 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


rsAu# 
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Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 


O’ 

I 


o 

$ 

° 

3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 
fro/n£ 4500 



NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
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Delph books 
place in final 
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Blues boss is 
philosophical 
about losing 

Watford 1 Blues 0 

BIRMINGHAM boss Gary Rowett was 
philosophical after a defeat that saw op¬ 
ponents Watford go top of the Champi¬ 
onship. 

Craig Cathcart’s second-half volley 
was enough to seal the points after a 
dogged Blues defence was finally beaten. 

Rowett said: “Our aim was to come 
and stifle them a little bit, like it so often 
has been. That’s the way we’ve played 
since we’ve come in and we don’t feel at 
the minute we’re able to be as expansive 
as we’d like. 

“We can be at home, our home form is 
excellent, but away from home; we did 
it for 35 minutes against Bournemouth 
and caused them a lot of problems and 
perhaps couldn’t reach those heights, 
but it was a more consistent perfor¬ 
mance. 

“We made it difficult for Watford. 
They’re a very good side and they try to 
play through you and they’ve got lots of 
great movement around the edge of the 
box which means you end up dropping 
deep and means you can’t give space.” 

“But we hung on in. We were resilient, 
we kept going, we showed excellent char¬ 
acter.” 

The decisive goal at Vicarage Road 
came in the 56th minute when substi¬ 
tute Ikechi Anya crossed from the left 
and Cathcart sent a fine volleyed finish 
into the top corner past goalkeeper Dar¬ 
ren Randolph. 

Despite looking good in possession 
going forward, it took the Hornets al¬ 
most 20 minutes to begin to open up the 
Birmingham defence. 

They were unfortunate not to take the 
lead, though, when a fine pass from Ad- 
lene Guedioura created the opportunity 
for Troy Deeney. 

Struggling Yeltz 
can't stand the 
four-ce of Curzon 

Curzon Ashton 4 Halesowen 1 

DEPLETED Halesowen, who travelled 
with only 14 players, were always going 
to struggle against high-flying Curzon 
Ashton, who sealed their place in the 
Evo-Stik Premier play-offs with this 
win. 

An early penalty made the Yeltz’s task 
harder when Joe Guest was bundled 
over in the box and Sam Walker stepped 
up to convert the spot-kick, 

Halesowen got their equaliser in the 
58th minute when the ball fell kindly for 
David Meese whose shot took a deflec¬ 
tion as it made its way into the net. 

But Curzon regained the lead when 
a free-flowing move involving Guest re¬ 
sulted in Ashley Stott pulling his shot 
past Matt Sargent in the Halesowen 
goal. 

They extended this on 70 minutes 
when substitute Ryan Brooke found 
some space and lashed the ball in from 
20 yards out, he also went close just after 
but hit the side netting. 

Alex Brown ended any hopes of Hale¬ 
sowen getting back into the game though 
when he scored the fourth just before the 
end. 


Captain praises rising star Johal 


FAISAL Shadid has sung the praises of Halesow¬ 
en’s talented teenager Jujhar Johal ahead of this 
weekend’s Birmingham League opener. 

The club skipper saw his 16-year-old rising star 
hit an unbeaten 54 as Halesowen beat Smethwick 
in their final warm-up game. 

Now they are preparing to go to Tam worth on 
Saturday, midday start, with the seconds facing 
their Tamworth counterparts at Seth Somers 
Park. 

The home side were restricted to just 182 all 
out with Navdeep Poonia and Mo Sheikh both 
hitting half centuries. 


Cricket 


The wickets were shared amongst the Hale¬ 
sowen bowlers with Eddie Rhodes, Rich Brooker 
and Zain Shahid all bagging a brace. 

The run chase was led by Johal, on his first XI 
debut, who scored an undefeated 54 and the total 
was chased down for the loss of six wickets with 
an over to spare. 

Back at the home ground the second XI were 
making light work of their Smethwick counter¬ 
parts who looked considerably under strength. 

Mark Hutchinson scored 50 for the second suc¬ 


cessive week and was joined by Andy Roberts and 
Scott Jones with half centuries. 

New boy Richard Thurston fell four short of 
50 in his first appearance for the club. In reply 
Smethwick never looked like chasing down the 
total of 265 although Sajid scored a useful un¬ 
beaten 50 lower down the order. 

Sunday saw Dorridge CC visit in the National 
T20 Knock Out and a patched up Halesowen 
side, batting first, posted a competitive looking 
170 with useful lower order runs from Richard 
Brooker and Eddie Rhodes boosting the total. 

Dodd’s unbeaten 88 saw Dorridge reach the 
total with some ease and with two overs to spare. 


DK'S 

ARE 



DK’s Russ Gauden charges forward during the match against Sandbach 


DK 17 Sandbach 43 

FOR the first 17 minutes the 
more optimistic of the DK faith¬ 
ful dared to think that a second 
win of the league campaign 
was on the way. 

DK delivered their best first quarter 
of the season, camped in the Sandbach 
half and pounding at their defensive 
line to find weaknesses. 

The attacks had been varied and some success 
was enjoyed by Pete Knight breaking from the 
base of the scrummage. 

Then, on five minutes, DK kicked a penalty 
into the corner, won the ensuing lineout. 

Then Sandbach gave away another penalty, 
this time it was taken quickly and before the de¬ 
fence could set itself Danny Hawkins had pow¬ 
ered over the line with tacklers left in his wake, 
following a quick tap. 

Jamie Hearn then went on to make it 7-0 with 
the conversion. 

More of the same lead to a penalty after 13 min¬ 
utes and Jamie Hearn extended the lead to 10-0. 

DK were looking well worth their lead at this 
point. 

Then, Sandbach started to work their way into 
the game and were winning the ruck and maul 
situations, and started to gain penalties, which 
were questioned quite vocally by the Heathbrook 
faithful. 

One such penalty lead to Sandbach getting on 
the scoreboard and make it 10-7. 

Refused 

DK came back into the game with the aid of 
the wind, and Jamie Hearn managed to hit both 
posts with a penalty which simply refused to go 
over the bar. 

On 22 minutes DK forced Sandbach into the 
Wanderers corner. 

From the ensuing lineout they ran the ball 
back into the wind and were able to create space 
for their centre, Forbes Edwards, who broke the 
line and ran the ball in from his own 22, no con¬ 
version so 10-12. 

During the second quarter of the game until 
half time, DK worked themselves back into the 
game and had two more penalties to take the lead 


on 25 and 36 minutes, but both slid narrowly 
wide so the half time whistle saw DK turn into 
the wind 10-12 down. 

The first 11 minutes of the second half both 
teams received a yellow card for offences in the 
ruck and maul and Sandbach increased their lead 
to 10-22 with a goal and a penalty. 

But DK rallied and had a great passage of play 
corralling Sandbach in their 22. 

Despite the strengthening wind they were play¬ 
ing into, the key to this period was ball retention. 

This led to a Jamie Hearn run which saw him 
put Liam Marshall into space which lead to a try 
for Marshall in the clubhouse corner. 


Jamie converted into the strong wind to gain 
the full seven. 

It wasl7-22 and once again the loyal fans, 
thinking here we go however like so many of DK’s 
previous games it was not to be. 

Sandbach steadied their ship and added three 
late tries to make the score 17-43, taking full ad¬ 
vantage of the wind and their pace to finish their 
opportunities and leave DK reeling from yet an¬ 
other defeat. 

Once again the effort and team spirit was never 
in doubt, the side now have to look to see what 
next season will bring. 


Hopes for 
play-offs 
take a blow 

Wolves 1 Ipswich 1 

WITH two games left, Kenny Jackett’s 
side are still out of the play-off zone, just 
like they have been for the majority of 
the time since they last played Ipswich 
at the start of November. 

And when games go like they did on 
Saturday, you are left with the feeling 
that it’s not to be this time around that 
Wolves will reach the end-of-season 
showpiece. 

Three successive wins gave fans hope 
that they could do it, but the defensive 
cracks that undermined and threat¬ 
ened victory against Leeds turned into 
flatter performances and ultimately 
defeats against Birmingham and Mid¬ 
dlesbrough. 

The Ipswich match was one of those 
occasions where you felt for Wolves. 

On the balance of play and chances, 
they should have won. 

But in the Championship, things 
are rarely clear-cut and they were con¬ 
fronted by a typically fiercely deter¬ 
mined outfit fashioned by the returning 
Mick McCarthy that reminded us of his 
Wolves teams in the Premier League. 

Forced to defend for long periods of 
the second half, the thick blue line of 
the Tractor Boys defence seemed im¬ 
penetrable. 

Richard Stearman never scored in his 
15 appearances on loan for Ipswich, but 
the records will show he netted for them 
some two years later when he got his 
head to Teddy Bishop’s corner to divert 
the ball past Carl Ikeme after 22 min¬ 
utes. 

It was Rajiv Van La Parra whose an¬ 
gled shot looped up off Smith and across 
goal to allow Benik Afobe to slide the 
ball home at the far post to level within 
five minutes of action resuming . 

Five-a-side contest 
in aid of charity 

FOOTBALL teams can put their skills 
to the test in a five-a-side competition in 
Dudley next month. 

Gurcharan & Herjinder Khanpur 
Bhujhangy presents the Kick for Clic 
Sargent children with cancer charity. 

Played over a traditional knockout 
format, it kicks off at 11.30am on May 
31, at Goals Blackheath, Dudley. Cost is 
£70 for a maximum of seven players. 

For more details, or to submit a team, 
call Gurcharan & Herjinder Bhujhangy 
on 07762521584. To donate, visit https:// 
www.justgiving.com/Gurcharan-Her- 
jinder-Bhujhangy-Kick-For-Clic-Sar- 
gent-Football-Tournament-2015/ 

Text donations can be made by texting 
CLIC51 to 70070 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2014 was 78.5% 
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call us now on 01902 897000 


see our full page advert on page 12 


Showroom Opening Hours 


2014 

Mon-Thurs 

10 am-6 pm 

Friday 

10 am-5 pm 

Saturday 

10am-4pm 

Sunday 

10 am-2 pm 

























